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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

May 16, 2021  

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  

 

 

Order of Worship 
Prelude 
Welcome 
 
Psalm 1 
 
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 
Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and they meditate on God’s 
teaching day and night.  
 
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season,  
with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 
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It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows 
away. 
 
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  
 
Hymn: One Bread, One Body 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by 
the powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit 
transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Gospel: John 17.6-19 
 
(Jesus prayed:)6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from 
the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the 
words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and 
know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I 
am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 
those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours 
are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the 
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one.  
12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I 
guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so 
that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and I speak 
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these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in 
themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 
because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I 
am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them 
from the evil one. 16They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into 
the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify 
myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
 
Sermon 
 
Confession of Faith  
(written by this year’s Faith Formation Students affirming their baptisms) 
 
We believe in God: 
Whose love is never-ending and forgiving and hopeful 
Who is our safe place 
Who made us equal and creates everything in love 
 
We believe in Jesus Christ: 
Forgiver of all sins 
Gods’ Son 
One with us; one of us 
Who became one of us  
to take us out of the darkest depths and guide us to life 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit 
Who is God’s breath,  
giving us strength and ability  
to discover and come to God 
Who is always there, reminding us of our God. 
 

Prayers 
 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
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A brief silence. 
Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root the 
church in your Word and unify us as Christ’s body. Send us into the world as your 
loving people, ready to testify to your Spirit at work.  
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse. Seas 
teem with life, forests reach up to praise you, and the mystery of life lies deep in 
the soil. Guard and keep this world for the well-being of all your creatures.  
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious Sovereign, those who follow your ways are like trees planted near 
streams of water. Establish the leaders of nations and all in authority in your 
grace and truth. Strengthen them, so that the people they serve will have 
abundant life.  
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Generous Savior, you befriend those who are sick, suffering, poor, lonely, outcast, 
rejected, or sick. Grant healing and love to all in need (especially). Give them 
tangible signs of your steadfast love.  
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Creator God, here in this community we share the gift of praying, learning, and 
supporting one another. Give us thankful hearts as we claim the gifts that are 
unique to us and keep us from being envious of others with different gifts.  
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus. Through 
the witness of those who have died in you, strengthen us now in this gift of life. 
We cherish the memory of your saints (especially).  
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
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In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your 
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
 
Offering Scripture: Romans 14.7-12 
 
7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live 
to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the Lord's. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, 
so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 10Why do you pass 
judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or 
sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written, 
"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give 
praise to God." 12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
God of love, 
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Communion 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our 
hearts.  Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful 
witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen 
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Hymn: Christ is Alive, Let Christians Sing! 
 
Sending 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For May 2, 2021: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $9492.50 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $320.10 

 

 

 


