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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

14th Sunday after Pentecost; Lectionary 22 

August 29, 2021 – 9:00 a.m. 

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta) 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

 
Order of Worship 

Prelude  
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship: Psalm 15 
 
1Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
who speak the truth from their heart; 
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord. 
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
5They do not give their money in hope of gain,  
nor do they take bribes against the innocent. 
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  
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Hymn: Gather Us In 
 
1 Here in this place the new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away; 
 see in this space our fears and our dreamings  

brought here to you in the light of this day. 
 Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
 call to us now, and we shall awaken, we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
2 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, we are the old who yearn for your face; 
 we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry,  

called to be light to the whole human race. 
 Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
 give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, give us the courage to enter the song. 
 
3 Here we will take the wine and the water, here we will take the bread of new birth, 
 here you shall call your sons and your daughters, call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
 Give us to drink the wine of compassion, give us to eat the bread that is you; 
 nourish us well, and teach us to fashion lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 
4 Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light years away— 
 here in this place the new light is shining, now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
 Gather us in and hold us forever, gather us in and make us your own; 
 gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us 
from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that 
arises from within ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Reading: James 1.17-27 
 
17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change. 18In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, 
so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 
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  19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow 
to speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s 
righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of 
wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power 
to save your souls. 
  22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive 
themselves. 23For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those 
who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at themselves and, on going 
away, immediately forget what they were like. 25But those who look into the 
perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but 
doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 
  26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive 
their hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, 
and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
 
Gospel: Mark 7.1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 
1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem 
gathered around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with 
defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the 
Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the 
tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the market unless they 
wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing 
of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, 
“Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat 
with defiled hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you 
hypocrites, as it is written,  
 ‘This people honors me with their lips, 
  but their hearts are far from me; 
 7in vain do they worship me, 
  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
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  14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, 
and understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, 
but the things that come out are what defile.” 
  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: 
fornication, theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, 
envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things come from within, and they 
defile a person.” 
 
Sermon 
 
Prayers 
 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world,  
and all in need.  A brief silence. 
 
We pray for the church, that it is a safe haven for all who seek your presence.  
Fill it with your love and loving followers of Jesus who echo your expansive and 
generous welcome. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the whole of creation, that plants and animals have the habitat and 
resources to thrive and flourish. Inspire us to protect threatened habitats and 
ensure a sustainable future for generations to come.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for individuals in positions of authority. Raise up wise and discerning 
leaders in federal, state, and local governments and guide them to seek the 
benefit of every person. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all who are in need. Support and encourage those who are 
unemployed, underemployed, or experiencing poverty. Bring food, shelter, 
clothes, and stability for daily life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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We pray for this congregation, especially those beginning a new school year.  
Empower teachers and school administrators. Guide students in their learning 
and development. Accompany parents, foster parents, and caregivers who 
provide encouragement and love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We give thanks for the faithful departed who showed us how to honor God with 
our heart. Inspire us by their example and renew our faith, trusting that we will 
be united with them in glory. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
Offering Prayer 
 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the 
feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this 
meal.  Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Communion 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever 
ask.  As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world 
with your own life. In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
Blessing 

 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 
be upon you now and forever. Amen. 
 
Hymn: My God, How Wonderful Thou Art 
 
1 My God, how wonderful thou art, thy majesty how bright! 
 How beautiful thy mercy seat in depths of burning light! 
 
2 How wonderful, how beautiful the sight of thee must be-- 
 thine endless wisdom, boundless pow'r, and awesome purity! 
 
3 No earthly father loves like thee; no mother, e'er so mild, 
 bears and forbears as thou hast done with me, thy sinful child. 
 
4 Yet I may love thee too, O Lord, almighty as thou art, 
 for thou hast stooped to ask of me the love of my poor heart. 
 
5 My God, how wonderful thou art, thou everlasting friend! 
 On thee I stay my trusting heart till faith in vision end. 
 
Sending 
 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 


