
 
 
 

Page 1 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

The Holy Trinity 

First Sunday after Pentecost 

May 30, 2021 

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

 

Order of Worship 
Prelude 
Welcome 
 
Prayer for Memorial Day 
 
Let us pray: Eternal God, we give thanks for all those who have shown the 
greatest love by laying down their lives for others. We especially thank you for 
those in our military throughout history who have sacrificed their lives for their 
fellow citizens and for us who came after. As we remember their service, keep us 
mindful of all those for whom this day is a burden, and send your spirit of 
comfort to them. Be present with all the women and men who are serving in the 
military today. Though they are at war let them live for the peace known only 
from you. Help us to be worthy of their legacy, and keep us mindful of their 
service, that in all things we may live our lives in praise and thanksgiving to you; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.i 
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Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy 
 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
which wert and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
perfect in pow'r, in love and purity. 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
God of heaven and earth, before the foundation of the universe and the beginning 
of time you are the triune God: Author of creation, eternal Word of salvation, life-
giving Spirit of wisdom. Guide us to all truth by your Spirit, that we may proclaim 
all that Christ has revealed and rejoice in the glory he shares with us. Glory and 
praise to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen 
 
Psalm 29 
 
1Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name;  
          worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.           
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3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
  the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 
  the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.  
 
5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 
  the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 6the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
 
7The voice of the Lord bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
  the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
 
9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 
 10The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 
  the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
 
11O Lord, give strength to your people; 
  give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.  
 
Romans 8.12-17 
 
12Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit 
of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back 
into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children 
of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, 
in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
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Gospel: John 3.1-17 
 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the 
presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the 
kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 
mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can 
enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished 
that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it 
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from 
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus 
said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher 
of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
  11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have 
seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly 
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly 
things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 
Sermon 
 
Prayers 
 
Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 

A brief silence. 



 
 
 

Page 5 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

 

 
 
We pray, O God, for your holy church around the world. Revitalize and renew us, 
that we may be reborn once again through the waters of baptism and the blowing 
wind of your Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We give you thanks for your power revealed to us in creation; for cedar and oak 
trees, for rushing waters, for the echoes of thunder.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the nations and our leaders, that led by your Spirit, they work 
towards a world where all of your children enjoy peace. We pray especially for 
(nations currently experiencing war or turmoil may be named).  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for healing for all those who suffer, especially victims and survivors of 
trauma or violence. Give respite to those living with PTSD or any other mental 
health concerns. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for this worshiping community, that the splendor of your majesty and 
the holiness of your mystery may be glorified through our worship and our 
relationships with one another. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for those who have died in the faith (especially).  
We remember also those whose lives have been lost due to the horrors of war.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
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Offering Prayer 
 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the 
feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this 
meal.  Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we 
could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen 
us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, be upon 
you now and forever. Amen. 
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Hymn: Come Join the Dance of Trinity 
 
1 Come, join the dance of Trinity, before all worlds begun— 

the interweaving of the Three, the Father, Spirit, Son. 
The universe of space and time did not arise by chance, 
but as the Three, in love and hope, made room within their dance. 
 

2 Come, see the face of Trinity, newborn in Bethlehem; 
then bloodied by a crown of thorns outside Jerusalem. 
The dance of Trinity is meant for human flesh and bone; 
when fear confines the dance in death, God rolls away the stone. 
 

3 Come, speak aloud of Trinity, as wind and tongues of flame 
set people free at Pentecost to tell the Savior's name. 
We know the yoke of sin and death, our necks have worn it smooth; 
go tell the world of weight and woe that we are free to move! 
 

4 Within the dance of Trinity, before all worlds begun, 
we sing the praises of the Three, the Father, Spirit, Son. 
Let voices rise and interweave, by love and hope set free, 
to shape in song this joy, this life: the dance of Trinity. 

 
Sending 
 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

i Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Prayer Book for the Armed Services. Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 
2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 

For May 9th: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $9333.50 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $726.30 

 

For May 16th: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $3558.88 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $810.30 


