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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

Epiphany of Our Lord 

January 8, 2023 – 9:00 am 

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta) 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  

 

 
Order of Worship 

 
Prelude 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Report of the Nominating Committee 
Prayer for those nominated 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
the Word made flesh, 
our life and our salvation.  Amen. 

mailto:office@tlcsparta.org
http://www.tlcsparta.org/
http://www.tlcsparta.org/
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Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God of life, 
you promise good news of great joy for all people, 
and call us to be messengers of your peace. 
We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 
our resources, and our security. 
We nurture conflict and build barriers. 
We neglect the needs of our neighbors 
and ignore the groaning of creation. 
Have mercy on us. 
Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 
Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 
Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 
Renew us with your grace 
and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: 
We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
In Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 
Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 
shall know the salvation of God. 
Amen. 
 
*Opening Hymn:  Christ, Be Our Light     #715 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading 
of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and 
bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, 
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Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Children’s Time 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 
 1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
  and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the LORD will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 
 3Nations shall come to your light, 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together, they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
  and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
 1Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
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 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
 7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, 
  and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.  
 11May all kings bow down before him, 
  and all the nations do him service. 
 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, 
  the oppressed, and those who have no helper. 
 13He has compassion on the lowly and poor, 
  and preserves the lives of the needy. 
 14From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood in his sight.  
 
*Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 
Please stand for the reading of the Gospel and join with me in the Gospel 
Acclamation. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation (spoken in unison) 
Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
 
This is the Holy Gospel according to Matthew the second Chapter. 
 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 
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with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word 
so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they 
set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star 
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw 
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left 
for their own country by another road. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
*Hymn:  How Good, Lord, to Be Here!      #315 
 
*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
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 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.   
 
*Prayers of Intercession 
With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the 
church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Guide the whole church with your wisdom, revealing God. Nurture ecumenical 
and interreligious understanding around the globe, especially in places of ethnic 
and religious strife. We pray for Lutheran World Relief and other organizations 
that provide humanitarian aid, disaster relief, and health care. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Bring the nations into the way of justice and peace, righteous God. Strengthen 
those who work for human rights, equality, and the protection of the most 
vulnerable. We pray for all in public office, that they may serve with honesty and 
honor. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Help those who have no helper, delivering God. Rescue any who suffer from 
abuse, neglect, or exploitation. Deliver adults and children who are caught in 
cycles of poverty. Transform social systems that enable racism and 
discrimination of any kind. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Accompany the ministries of this congregation in the coming year, abiding God. 
Inspire those who lead worship, teach, visit, pray, administer, and serve. Keep us 
mindful of the needs of others in our communities and neighborhoods. God of 
grace, hear our prayer. 
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Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend 
all for whom we pray to the mercy of God.  Amen. 
 
*Sharing of the Peace 
 
Offering – “It is well with the man who deals generously and lends, who 
conducts his affairs with justice.”  (Psalm 112:5) 
 

Thank you for your continued support of Trinity’s ongoing mission to 
serve the people of God in our community and the world.  You may 
place your offering in the plate as it passes, you may also mail it in, 
leave it in the lockbox outside the main door, or use one of the 
electronic means available.  Scan the QR code to donate now to 
Trinity’s General Fund.  Thank you! 

 
*Offering Prayer 
God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered.  Strengthen us to 
share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in 
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.  Amen. 
 
*Blessing 
God bless you and keep you, Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send 
peace upon your hearts, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
*Sending Hymn:  Arise, Your Light Has Come!    #314 
 
*Dismissal 
Christ is the Light of the World! 
Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Attendance for Sunday, January 1, 2023 - 72 

Giving for:                                                                  Dec. 18, 2022:        Dec. 31, 2022: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving:              $9608.38                 $8,654.27 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving:        $   994.36                   $141.00 
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January 8, 2023 

Greeters:  Bob & Jenny Lydon              Reader:  Tom Schauer                 
Ushers: Alice Olson, Paul Amundson, Chuck Amundson, Mark Baltz, & Dan Amundson 
Music:  Adell Morton 
Altar Team – Month of January:  Siri & Taylor Donskey 
Coffee Fellowship:  Opportunity to serve 
Pew Restocking – Month of January:  Phil & Diane Dammen 
Flower Pick Up – Friday, January 13:  Gary & Betty Peterson 
Money Counters-Monday, Jan. 9:  Linda Winterson-Dave Olson-Diane Dammen 
Food Pantry, January 11:  Mary Herrman & Sheila Abbott 

 
January 15, 2023 

Greeters:  Chris & Kim Milne             Reader:  Jeremiah Erickson                        
Ushers:  Alice Olson, Paul Amundson, Chuck Amundson, Mark Baltz, & Dan Amundson 
Music:  Wyatt Tripp 
Altar Team – Month of January:  Siri & Taylor Donskey 
Coffee Fellowship:  Judy Schure & Linda Erickson 
Pew Restocking – Month of January:  Phil & Diane Dammen 
Flower Pick Up – Friday, January 20:  Gary & Betty Peterson 
Money Counters-Tuesday, Jan. 17:  Fred Olsen-Nancy Oswald-Gail Baltz 
Food Pantry, January 18:  Judy Bernett & Robbie Dockerty 
 

January 22, 2023 
Greeters:  Youth                                   Reader:  Youth                       
Ushers:  Alice Olson, Paul Amundson, Chuck Amundson, Mark Baltz, & Dan Amundson 
Communion servers:  Alton Ask & Brenda Degenhardt 
Music:  Worship Team 
Altar Team – Month of January:  Siri & Taylor Donskey 
Coffee Fellowship:  Opportunity to serve 
Pew Restocking – Month of January:  Phil & Diane Dammen  
Flower Pick Up – Friday, January 27:  Gary & Betty Peterson 
Money Counters-Tuesday, Jan. 24: Alton Ask-Audrey Zebell-Bill McClain 
Food Pantry, January 24:  (Tuesday evening):  Diane Dammen & Jolene Breitenfield 
                             January 25:  Jo Ellen Siver & Rita Bernette 
               


