
 1 

July, 2020 

Trinity Tidings 
*************************************************************************** 

612 North Water Street - Sparta, Wisconsin           608-269-5081       www.tlcsparta. org 

God’s Love-Our Hearts-God’s Work-Our Hands 

FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MARK…. 

Welcome 

 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 
one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; 
and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the 
righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—
truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” Matthew 10.40-42 

 

When, in your lives, have you received hospitality? When have you been welcomed, included, cared and 
provided for? When have you been accepted without reservation or any preconceived expectations? When 
have you provided welcome and hospitality? 

 

I think about a congregation I worked with during seminary; an African-American congregation on the north
-side of Milwaukee, that welcomed me, a white seminarian, into their fellowship of worship and learning and 
fun and the Lord’s Table all in the name of Jesus; no expectations, no reservations. I give thanks for all the 
times I was welcomed into people’s homes in Ethiopia, sharing food and the love of Christ. I remember a 
band tour when I was in college. Our host family was dirt poor, with hardly any room for the family plus the 
four of us who stayed with them. And I remember waking up in the morning and being fed perhaps the best 
breakfast I have ever had; knowing that this family had barely enough to get by. And I thank God for all the 
welcome and hospitality I have experienced from you, dear sisters and brothers of Trinity! 

 

We are a welcoming bunch of followers of Jesus! But it sure is easier to provide welcome and hospitality 
when that involves welcoming people into our building, isn’t it? Maybe you are wondering how we do that 
when we live in this time of physical distancing and everything else associated with the coronavirus.  

 

How about this: we keep making sure we keep others safe by wearing masks and abiding by other measures 
to make sure we ourselves aren’t the cause of others getting sick. How about we make sure that those in our 
community have enough food. Jesus talks about giving a cup of cold water to the little ones. What he means 
here is not so much little children, but what he calls later in chapter 25, the least of these; those on the  
outside, those who are the cast-offs, the marginalized. Maybe it is hard to welcome the little ones into our 
homes right now, but there are so many other ways we can help. 
 

And how about this: I recently read this meme on Facebook: “We said black lives matter, never Only black 
lives matter. We know All lives matter, we just need your help with black lives matter because black lives 
are in danger.” Dear friends, what Jesus calls us to is a following that allows us to truly give of ourselves in a 
way that allows us to see those who are hurting, at risk, who look different than us and accept them and help 
them in every way we can. And to be honest in seeing the systemic racism that is so part of our culture. 
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MARK (continued…) 

July, 2020 

 

This is such a hard time in which we live, and maybe it seems so overwhelming to try to figure out how to 
welcome, and how to follow Jesus. In his translation of this passage from Matthew, Eugene Peterson puts it 
this way:  

 

“This is a large work I’ve called you into, but don’t be overwhelmed by it. It’s best to start small. Give a cool 
cup of water to someone who is thirsty, for instance. The smallest act of giving or receiving makes you a true 
apprentice. You won’t lose out on a thing.” 

 

In the love of Jesus Christ for every single one of you! 

 

Pastor Mark 

FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

God’s Love – Our Hearts                                 God’s Work – Our Hands 

 
As I write my paragraph for July, we look forward to “The Return to Trinity” with great anticipation, as well 
as necessary caution. Our distance ministries are keeping lines of communication and support up and running. 
If you know a means of connecting with a member, or a neighbor, please make the effort.  If you have a  
suggestion to improve an aspect of our outreach ministries, please share. We will listen. 
 
The Return Committee has policies, protocols, and supplies in place and on hand for the day when we can 
again worship and share fellowship in (physically distanced) person. We are using the recommendations of 
CDC, Wisconsin Department of Health Services, and Monroe County Health Department in the  
development and execution of our program. For those who are at increased risk, we will continue our  
remote programs. We are planning a drive-in service for mid-July; stay “tuned” for an FM broadcast. 
 
If you are driving past Trinity you could be seeing work being done by Krause Construction of Coon  
Valley. They are capping the tops of the stone walls and tuckpointing. That work will be followed by our 
Buildings and Grounds team, who will be sealing the exterior stone walls. This work was last  
accomplished 24 years ago. 
 
Again, I say prayers of Thanksgiving for your faith, your strength in unfamiliar times, and your love and  
support for our family at Trinity. 
 
In service, 
Les Stanley 
President 
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July, 2020 

YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“BACK TO SCHOOL” 
TRINITY CARES 

 
We are working hard to come up with a plan 

for our annual “Back to School” drive to 
support local families in our community. 

Please stay tuned for details on how you can 
help in upcoming e-mails, bulletin  

announcements, our website, & Trinity’s  
Facebook page.  If you have any questions, 

please reach out to Michelle by calling/ 
texting at 343-0324, e-mail at:   
thehyattfive@gmail.com, or 

Facebook messenger.  Let’s live out our  
mission: 

 
God’s Love.  Our Hearts.   
God’s Work.  Our Hands.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CARING HEARTS & 
SHARING HANDS 

 
We want to help!  Our Youth & Family  

Ministry Team is reaching out to  
support families needing a little lift 
in getting through the COVID crisis 

during the summer months. 
Could you use some groceries?   

How about a gas card, grocery card, 
or gift card for household 

essentials?  Need some extra prayers?   
These are uncertain & troubling times, 

but we will get through it together!   
We live day by day & prayer by prayer. 

Please contact Michelle for more  
information.  We continue to live 
out our mission together as we 

serve our dear sisters & brothers 
in Christ. 

 
God’s Love.  Our Hearts. 
God’s Work.  Our Hands 
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YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 

             

A note from the Director of Sugar Creek:  

Dear Sugar Creek Bible Camp Family,  

June 12, 2020  

In a lengthy and emotional meeting last night, the Sugar Creek Board of Directors reached consensus on the very 
difficult issue of whether to hold residential youth camp programs during the global pandemic. It was decided, 
based on developing information about the coronavirus, that tragically, we will not be able to offer traditional 
summer camp this year.  
 
Since the beginning of March when communities began practicing Safer at Home, we have worked to craft  
programs involving safe experiences for all of our youth – while still achieving the elements that define the  
Lutheran outdoor ministry experience. With the guidance of the CDC, Crawford County Health Dept., the  
American Camping Association, and other camps within our Lutheran Outdoor Ministry network, we believed we 
could achieve a 99% safe camp, but the coronavirus is an insidious enemy. Even with full attention to all aspects 
of health sanitation and a camp uniquely and powerfully equipped for small group ministry, asymptomatic  
exposure remained likely. The board felt it was not an acceptable risk to send a potentially infected camper  
home to a household of unknown vulnerabilities.  
 
However, you will have good, safe camp opportunities here this summer. We are expanding “Family Camp”  
offerings to many additional 3-day programs! Each household here can reside safely separated and experience  
life-giving community outdoors. Classic and meaningful camp activities will be enjoyed in the context of safe  
distancing and healthy practices as a family.  
 
Our staff also developed creative new resources for church-based Day Camps, with engaging online programs for 
elementary, middle-school and high-school age groups. Our Day Camp 2-Go VBS curriculum offers Bible study  
videos, devotions, and faith-building activities made with the help of our camp counselors. It will be available to 
all churches.  
 
Summer camp fees make up over half of our annual income. As costs to operate camp and retreats are also  
significant, this loss of income forces us to be creative and frugal, perhaps to the point of reduced work and pay 
schedules. We have been developing financial projections based on a variety of operational models, seeking  
financial health to build strong ministries in the year ahead without compromising physical health and safety. 
Your financial support makes the difference now. We are preparing for a future where our kids need camp more 
than ever.  
 
The Board of Directors has full confidence in our professional staff, under the Direction of Jesse Klosterboer, to 
make the right decisions on specific camp operations going forward. We will keep our website and Facebook 
postings current with camp-related updates. Please know that deposits and fees that have been paid towards 
summer camp to-date can, at your family’s option, be applied to allow your whole family to experience Sugar 
Creek this summer – or credited back in a manner that can be chosen from a list of options on our webpage. 
Check our Facebook page, website, or call for information. Housing will be first-come, first serve...  
 
At summer camp this weekend, hundreds of children and young adults would normally be heard for miles around 
singing praises to God. These holy sounds will echo again over the sacred places of Sugar Creek. Today we grieve 
the loss of traditional camp, for now. Tomorrow, we will joyfully welcome people to experience the healing and 
blessings of this sacred place where all generations encounter Christ, experience God’s grace, and are  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to go forth in faith.  

July, 2020 
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July, 2020 

YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 

Here is an awesome opportunity for families of all ages and sizes to experience Sugar Creek Bible Camp –  

in your own homes!  Welcome to Sugar Creek’s Day Camp 2-Go! This is going to be a fun week of singing 
songs, doing arts and crafts, and learning about nature and God. The Bible story theme for the week is “On 
Earth as in Heaven.” Along with Sugar Creek counselors (virtually), we will learn about the Lord’s Prayer 
and how it connects to both the story of Jesus and your life - God loves us, and he invites us to love one  
another!  Sunday, July 12 will be our kick-off, where materials will be handed out at Trinity (more  
information to follow).  Go to the link below for a sneak peak, and if you have questions and/or wish to  
register, please contact Missy Erickson at melissa.jane.erickson@gmail.com or Michelle Hyatt at thehyatt-
five@gmail.com by Friday, July 10 so that we can be sure to have supplies for all who wish to participate. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mK7wqUZeKRIH 

mailto:melissa.jane.erickson@gmail.com
mailto:thehyattfive@gmail.com
mailto:thehyattfive@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mK7wqUZeKRI
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July, 2020 
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YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 

July, 2020 

 

Pick a verse each day.  Share your highs and lows.  Read the verse.  Talk about how it might  
relate to your highs & lows or daily life.  Pray for each other & those in need.  Bless each  
other with a sign of the cross. 
 
 
 

“Gaze on the beauty of the Lord.”  Psalm 27:4 
 

“For with God, nothing shall be impossible.”   Luke 1:37 
 

“Those who trust in the Lord will find new strength.”  Isaiah 40:31 
 

“Let your light shine.”  Matthew 5:15-16 
 

“Fear not because I am with you.”  Isaiah 41:10 
 

“We love because God first loved us.”  John 4:19 
 

“Faith can move mountains.”   Matthew 17:20 
 

“God is love.”  1 John 4:8 
 

“Rise and pray.”  Luke 22:46 
 

“Be joyful always.”  1 Thess. 5:16 
 

“Be still, and know that I am God.”  Psalm 46:10 
 

“Where God guides, He provides.”  Isaiah 58:11 
 

“Walk by faith, not by sight.”  2 Corinthians 5:7 
 

“Hope anchors the soul.”  Hebrews 6:19 
 

“Stand firm.  Let nothing move you.”  1 Corin. 15:58 
 

“Act justly.  Love mercy.  Walk humbly with God.”   Micah 6:8 
 

“Give thanks to the Lord for He is good.”  Psalm 107:1 
 

“Glory to God in the highest.”  Luke 2:14 
 
 
 



 8 

RESOURCES FOR THIS TIME 

July, 2020 

Trinity’s website: www.tlcsparta.org 
Phone: 608.269.5081 
Pastor Mark mobile: 608.487.2030 
 
Trinity Lutheran Facebook group: www.facebook.com Trinity Lutheran Church, Sparta, WI (we will accept 
your friend request) 
 
Wisconsin Department of Health: www.dhs.wisconsin.gov 
 
Monroe County Health Department: www.healthymonroecowi.org/covid-19 
 
La Crosse Area Synod: www.lacrosseareasynod.org 
 
Faith Inkubators ( a great resource for family life of faith): www.faithink.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
612 N. Water Street 
Sparta, WI  54656 

Tel. (608) 269-5081 
Church Website: tlcsparta.org      

 
Pastor Mark Kvale 

Email:  pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com 
Cell Phone:  608-487-2030 

 
Church Council Contact Information 

 Les Stanley allestan@hotmail.com 608-269-6232 

Bill McClain billatsparta@gmail.com 608-269-4826 

Connie Jerome conniejerome@centurytel.net 608-343-1737 

Tammy Barclay wood_n_quilts@hotmail.com 608-269-2229 

Alton Ask al.ask59@gmail.com 608-269-2625 

Gary Haskins gandchaskins@yahoo.com 608-487-5177 

Bill Herrman wmherrman@gmail.com 608-269-2583 

Chuck Hogan mooncurser@outlook.com 608-269-8312 

Julee Hopkins ljhopkins@centurytel.net 608-269-2808 

Jim Moorhead jdmbim@centurytel.net 608-269-3721 

Kole Nelson kolenelson17@gmail.com 608-487-7099 

Scott Perkins sepkkp@gmail.com 608-487-2444 

Gary Peterson gbpeterson12@charter.net 608-269-5939 

JoEllen Siver jmsiver50@hotmail.com 608-487-4084 

Maureen Sullivan schauersullivan@hotmail.com 608-269-0999 

Dan Amundson carquestmandan@yahoo.com 608-633-8050 

Charles Tempski tempscha000@go.spartan.org 608-633-3442 

http://www.tlcsparta.org
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov
http://www.healthymonroecowi.org/covid-19
http://www.lacrosseareasynod.org
http://www.faithink.com
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Needed Weekly to Meet  
Budgeted Mission - $7469.92 

 

July, 2020 

May 24, 2020 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is  

$3808.25 
Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, 

is $1230.00 

May 31, 2020 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is  

$3862.50 
Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, 

is $50.80 

June 7, 2020 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is  

$9020.50 
Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, 

is $1115.72 

June 14, 2020 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is 

$3603.88 
Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, 

is $577.00 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

5/31/2020 

Please see Page 12 
 of this edition of the  

Tidings for your giving 
options at this time. 

 
Thank you for  

your continued support 
 

Average giving per week this month: $6,058.02  

    

Annual Budget:  $388436; needed each week to  

meet budgeted expenses: $7469.92  

    

General fund:   

Balance 4/30/2020  ($13,946.38) 

May Giving  $30,290.12  

May Disbursements  ($25,280.96) 

miscellaneous entries  ($221.49) 

Balance 5/31/2020   ($9,158.71) 

    

Total Giving: BUDGET Non-budget 

May  $30,290.12  $8,911.75  

Total   $30,290.12  $8,911.75  

    

1st Community Credit Union:  

Loan balance 4/30/2020 $83,712.63  

May principal  ($1,265.77) 

May interest $288.98   

New loan balance 5/31/2020 $82,446.86  

    

Designated Funds:  Balances as of 5/31/2020: 

    

Total Withholding  $2,948.85 

Total Pass-through Amounts $1,193.59  

Prepaid pledges  $4,200.00  

General Fund  ($9,158.71) 

Building Capital Fund  $6,766.67  

Memorial   $1,811.62  

Endowment  $0.00  

Contingency Reserve Balance $20,000.00  

Misc Undesignated Fund (Estate) $23,140.94  

Youth Checking  $233.00  

Worship & Music  $10,138.55  

Education Ministry  $8,903.04  

Fellowship &Outreach  $3,770.12  

Building General Expenses $3,890.58  

Thrivent Choice Fund  $4,351.56  

Community Outreach  $2,199.05  

Sabbatical Fund   $5,595.99  

Total Fund balances   $89,984.85  

    

Tammy Barclay, Treasurer  
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July, 2020 

at Trinity 

 

 
FROM THE OFFICE  

 
Articles for August Tidings are 

due by July 21, 2020 

Drive-in Church 
Sunday, July 12, 2020 
Trinity Lutheran Parking Lot 
First Worship 9:00  am 
Second  Worship 10:30 am 
(A 30 minute worship in your own vehicle) 
 
On a July 12 Trinity will be holding two drive-in worships.  You are invited to come at either 9:00 or 10:30 am to the 
church parking lot.  You must enter the parking lot from the Walnut St. entrance (west side).  Parking attendants will 
direct you where to park.  Everyone will need to stay in their vehicles and the service will be broadcast from the back 
entrance of the church.  Each car will be able to access the service on their radio, channel 88.3 FM.  After worship, 
cars will then be asked to leave via Morse St. (north side).  The Water St. entrance will be closed off. 
If you will be attending one of these worships, please email Myrt at office@tlcsparta.org by Friday, July 10, 
stating your time preference, so we can plan accordingly. 
 
Rain date will be July 19. 

WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Christen Helgerson is resigning at the end of July, so we need to hire a new custodian.  The hours are flexible, 

up to 15 hours a week when the building is completely open, with a starting salary of $10-$12 an hour.  If you 

are interested in this position, submit a resume or a letter of interest describing your experience to Les Stanley 

at president@tlcsparta.org or mail to the church—Les Stanley, Trinity Lutheran Church, 612 N. Water Street 

by NOON Friday, July 3.  Interviews will be conducted via Zoom the week of July 12.   

mailto:office@tlcsparta.org
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July, 2020 

TRINITY HELPING HANDS 

at Trinity 

A Trinity Helping Hands program has been established to provide emergency monetary support to members  

of Trinity Lutheran Church who are in need. Members who wish to help other members may donate to the  

account by submitting a check made out to Trinity with, “Helping Hands” on the memo line. Members who 

need assistance should contact Pastor Mark. The program is confidential and is another way we can live out  

our vision, “God’s Love, Our Hearts; God’s Work, Our Hands.” 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
During this time of social distancing because of the coronavirus, there will be no in-person worship  

services.  There will, however, be live-streaming worship on Facebook every Sunday morning at 
9:00 a.m.  This service will also be posted on our website for your viewing at your convenience.   

 
PASTOR MARK UPDATES 

Remember to check your email and our website often as Pastor Mark sends an update every  
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  Stay tuned and stay safe.   

WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE 

The Worship & Music Committee is asking anyone who is interested in providing special music during the 
summer on-line worship services to please contact Ann Kvale at 633-7643.  Thank you! 

Happy 4th of 
July 
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE  

 
Offering Opportunities 

 
Thank you to all who have continued to support our mission at Trinity. Our good work has carried 
on. While we have not had the opportunity to contribute through the passing of the plate, the  
following options are available to us: 
 

Simply Giving - Automated giving with Simply Giving via a transfer from your savings or  
       checking account to Trinity’s bank account.  To start, please complete the Simply Giving 

form located on our website https://tlcsparta.wixsite.com/trinity/copy-of-give. Please sign the 
form, take a picture of the form, and also take a picture of a voided check and email both 
pictures to office@tlcsparta.org. In addition, you can mail your Simply Giving form to Trinity 
(address below) or to Myrt, Trinity’s administrative assistant, at Mary Holte, 302 Ulland Ave., 
Westby, WI  54667. 

 
Check - Mail your check to the Trinity Lutheran Church, 612 N. Water St., Sparta, WI 54656  
 
GivePlus - Online giving is available through GivePlus. The link is available through our website. 

https://tlcsparta.wixsite.com/trinity/give  
 
GivePlus Mobile - Download the GivePlus mobile app from the App store (Apple) or Google 

Play (Android)     https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/images/
GivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf  

 
Text by GivePlus - Send a text with your donation amount to 844-554-1086. Within a few 

minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your  
       cardholder name and debit or card information. Once your registration is complete, you will 

receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via e-mail. 
 
       Bear in mind, any of these electronic/Internet automatic methods can be changed at any 

time and you can go back to giving in person when you choose to do so. 
 

God’s Love, Our Hearts. God’s Work, Our Hands. 

July, 2020 

https://tlcsparta.wixsite.com/trinity/copy-of-give
mailto:office@tlcsparta.org
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftlcsparta.wixsite.com%2Ftrinity%2Fgive&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3bb1add8b3fd4c791ec208d7d64a9a13%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637213488208046121&sdata=BAO12Ad5g043yoGmRDf3i9x%2BT9Sil4g
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgiveplushelp.vancopayments.com%2Fimages%2FGivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3bb1add8b3fd4c791ec208d7d64a9a13%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637213488208046121&sdat
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgiveplushelp.vancopayments.com%2Fimages%2FGivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3bb1add8b3fd4c791ec208d7d64a9a13%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637213488208046121&sdat
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July, 2020 

MEMORIALS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory of Roger Thorsen from 
 

General Fund 
Jim & Barb Moorhead 
Stan & Rita Bernette 
Allenor Alene Olson 

Beverly Stephen 
Dave & Lori Stigen 

Carol Thorsen 
Edie Habhegger 

Judith & Roger Johnson 
Juanita Schmitz 
Tootie Bernett 

Al & Jan  Jenkins 
Karen Edwards 

Tom Schauer & Maureen Sullivan 
Sharon Amundson 

Judy Schure 
Mark & Gail Baltz 

Larry & Nila Larson 
Phil & Diane Dammen 

Ruth McClug 
Robert Smith 

 
In Loving Memory of Alma Sherpe from 

 
General Fund 

Alice Olson 
Ernie & Jeannette Woods 

Judy Schure 
Bell Choir 

Adell Morton 
Building Maintenance 

Al & Jan Jenkins 
Quilt Fund 

Jack & Joanne Benning 
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2020 

JULY CALENDAR AS OF TODAY 
 
Sunday Morning Worship:  Sunday morning worship will continue every Sunday morning at 9:00 am - Live 
streaming on Facebook and recorded to be available for viewing on our website at your convenience  - 
www.tlcsparta.org 

 
Morning Prayer: We have been gathering for Morning Prayer on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 8am on 
Trinity’s Zoom Meeting. If you would like to join us, please email Pastor Mark (pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com) 
and he will send you an invitation. We would love to see you! 
 
Council Meeting:  The next council meeting is scheduled for July 14th at 7:00 p.m.   

ADDITIONAL REMINDERS 

 

The building continues to be locked. The staff of Trinity is working from home. The mail and phone messages 
are checked a few times a day by Pastor Mark. 
 
Located outside of the main door is a Resource box. In it you will find bulletins, newsletters, bible studies and 
bibles, and other helpful items. If you, or someone you know can use these items, please, help yourselves! We 
ask that you wipe the handle clean as you leave. 
 
Pastor Mark Updates – Remember to check your email and our website often as Pastor Mark sends an update 
every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  Stay tuned and stay safe.   
 
Prayer concerns: If you have any prayer concerns, that we can join in prayer with you and for you, please let 
Pastor Mark know (608.487.2030 or pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com) 

  JULY 19TH LOOSE CHANGE 
MONROE COUNTY SHELTER CARE, INC. 

YOUTH GROUP HOME 
      

 
For over 45 years, Monroe County Shelter Care has been there for youth and families in need. Shelter Care  
is a private non-profit corporation that provides youth with a home and social support services through  
government contracts and contributions by the local community. Currently Shelter Care serves youth aged  
10 - 17 years who frequently return home after time in the group home. Education and preparation for the 
world ahead are the primary goals for these youth in transition. In the past 30 years, Shelter Care has housed 
over 1050 adolescents. The July Loose Change collection from Trinity will contribute towards summer  
activities for youth currently living in the group home. 

mailto:pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com
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July, 2020 

MISSION MOMENT  

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

 Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Minneapolis opened its doors to respond to the community's needs after the 

death of George Floyd. Positioned around the corner from the Third Precinct police station — the epicenter 

of the uprising — Holy Trinity quickly realized that they were called to meet the needs of their beloved  

neighborhood. 

 

Initially, they offered sanctuary to demonstrators, provided space for a medic station for the wounded, and 

supported small businesses affected by fires. After the smoke subsided, it became clear that the neighbor-

hood, once rich with grocery and restaurant options, had become a food desert. Holy Trinity created a pop-up 

food and basic necessities distribution site. The first day there were hundreds. Now, they are serving  

thousands each day. 

 

Holy Trinity typically has 250 people worship on a Sunday morning, but two weeks ago it's been somewhere 

closer to 20,000. Their communion became their tables spread out on the lawn where thousands of  

neighbors brought their offerings of food, water, diapers, and tools, and thousands more came to take what 

they needed. Their hymns became the shouts of the protesters, their healing stations became those providing 

medical relief, their sharing of peace became listening to the needs anyone who found their way to their 

sanctuary. 

 

As a faith community, they stand with the movement for Black Lives, they bear the trauma of the past weeks, 

they believe not all that was destroyed is to be mourned, and they hope that this ashy moment in their  

neighborhood’s life will be an opportunity for new life. 

 

They ask you for your prayers and support to keep their doors open to meet the needs of their  

community. If you would like to help, please donate: https://htlcmpls.org/ 

FOOD PANTRY SCHEDULE 

Date 
July 1 
July 8 
July 15 
July 22 

July 28 (Tuesday) 
July 29 

Volunteer 
Rita Bernette & JoEllen Siver 
Dennis Glaman & Les Stanley 
Audrey Zebell & Alice Olson 
Jan Jenkins & Anita Jensen 

Jeanne Button & Mary Herrman 
Donna & Ray Boland 

 

https://htlcmpls.org/
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

 

When this is over, 
may we never again 
take for granted 

A handshake with a stranger 
Full shelves at the store 

Conversations with neighbors 
A crowded theatre 

Friday night out 
The taste of communion 

A routine checkup 
The school rush each morning 

Coffee with a friend 
The stadium roaring 
Each deep breath 
A boring Tuesday 

Life itself. 

When this ends, 
may we find 

that we have become 
more like the people 

we wanted to be 
we were called to be 

we hoped to be 
and may we stay 
that way--better 
for each other 

because of the worst. 

Amen 

July, 2020 


