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Trinity Lutheran Church
612 North Water Street
Sparta, WI 54656
Tel. (608) 269-5081
Office Email: office@tlcsparta.org
Website: www.tlcsparta.org

November 24, 2021 Update
Church Office Closed—The office will be closed on
Thursday and Friday, November 25th and 26th, to
celebrate the Thanksgiving Holiday with family.
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Worship Updates
We thank God for the opportunity to worship! Here are some
upcoming worship opportunities!
We gather for worship on Sundays: 8:15 and 10:30. The 8:15
worship will be in the sanctuary. The 10:30 worship will be
in the sanctuary and online (Trinity’s Facebook Group and
Trinity’s YouTube channel (trinity lutheransparta). Masks are
required for worship in the sanctuary. For help finding our worship
online, please email Pastor Mark (pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com).
Wednesday Evening, November 24, 7pm: Thanksgiving Eve
On the evening before Thanksgiving, we gather to give God thanks
for all we have in Jesus! This worship will be in the sanctuary and
livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube.
Building a Culture of Generosity
Thanks to all for you who have responded with your completed
intention of giving cards and time and talent sheets! We are part of
God’s purpose and plan through Jesus Christ! If you have not
completed your intention or time and talent form, there is still time!
FAMILY PROMISE WEEK—December 5-12
Family Promise -Both parents of the family that was with us in
November have found employment. However, it may be a few weeks
before they and their 5 children find a place to live. We will be
hosting them again Dec 5-12.
In addition to meals every night, we could use the following help:
•
•
•

Volunteers to spend the night (cots provided)
Volunteers to have dinner with the family to give anyone hosting
several nights in a row a break.
Volunteers to spend time on Saturday or Sunday with the family

Please call Maureen at 608-633-8843 if you need more information
or can help.
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Christ in Our Home

The January, February, March, 2022 edition of Christ in Our Home has arrived. Pick up a copy
at your convenience either in the Resource Box outside or on the table near the church office.

November 24, 2021
Returning to Trinity
Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) new case rate shows a running 7-day total of
497 new cases per 100K residents in Monroe County on 11/24/2021 (Red, Extreme Risk).
On November 2 the Return Committee met to review Trinity’s response to the ongoing Covid
19 pandemic in Monroe County. The committee recognizes the immediate public health risk
posed to all by the pandemic. The committee also recognizes the short and long-term
challenges posed by the loss of normalcy in our faith lives as well as everyday lives. The
protocols and mitigations were amended to reflect a more open approach and a trust in our
members’ sound judgment and faith.
The Council met electronically to adopt the new policy on November 2, approving the
changes. The new Mitigations and Protocols policy goes into effect immediately. It can be read
on the church website.
Our Layered Covid-19 mitigation practices of “Sanitize your hands”, and “Please stay home if
you are feeling ill”, “Maintain Physical Distancing” and “Wear your mask out of care for all”
remain in place.
We will observe the established and published room capacities to assure the ability to
physically distance. Please observe physical distancing recommendations for indoor and
outdoor gatherings.
On-line worship and other gathering opportunities are ongoing.
We will continue to sanitize contact surfaces in line with updated CDC guidance.
We pray for all as we await the easing of the Covid-19 new case rate and we celebrate the
resumption of indoor in-person activities
If you have questions, please contact: Jim Moorhead, 608-633-3658, Pastor Mark Kvale at
608-487-2030, or Les Stanley at 608-269-6232.
Les Stanley, President
Jim Moorhead, Return Committee Chairperson
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The Monroe County Salvation Army has asked Trinity to ring bells at the
Kriskindlmarkt. It’s a wonderful opportunity for families serve and to see folks you
haven’t seen in a while. You can sign up by going to registertoring.com and opening an
account. Them select I am ringing as an individual. Put in the dates you are available
from November 26 to December 18. Select Sparta. Select Kris Kringle Mart (sic). Then
hit the Search button to find available shifts. Select from available shifts. Hit Continue
and finish up. Individuals who wish to ring at another place in Sparta should select that
location. Contact Tom Schauer at 269-0999 if you have any questions.

Hello Trinity Sunday School Families!
The new time for Sunday School is now 9:15-10:15 beginning November 14!
We have started preparing for the LIVE Christmas program! The program will be on
Sunday, December 19 at the 10:30 worship and all Sunday School families are
welcome to watch IN PERSON! The program will also be live-streamed and
recorded for future viewing!

And because both 8:15 and 10:30 worships are now in person (with such
mitigations in place as social distancing and masks), you would be able to attend
worship as well as have your child attend Sunday School. Weekly Sunday School
lessons are an extension of the Gospels shared during worship. If you have not yet
registered, click this Sunday School link to have your child(ren) join!
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Prayer Concerns
Prayer Concerns: Please take some time to pray to God over these concerns expressed
by your sisters and brothers of Trinity Lutheran.
Dear Prayer Partners,
Please pray for the mom of Carol Olson, Joanne. Joanne will be having a very
intense surgery in Rochester.
If you have any prayer concerns, please contact Pastor Mark at
pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com or Jonelle Intihar, our prayer group coordinator at
jonelle@theintihars.com

Quilting
Alleluia!!! We can all quilt again! Starting in December we will quilt on Mondays &
Fridays for two (2) hours, with masks. We are so happy. We can have no more
than 22—so that means more of you can come. We will start at 9 a.m. You don’t
need to sew, but the mission is great and we need all hands to make it work. Come
and see if you like it. Don’t’ say no until you have given it a fair shot, please.
Thank you!

Trinity Lutheran Church Women This is a new start to our women’s group. We haven’t met since 2019. Our purpose
is to support women in their missions to the Lord.
We need to get together to establish how we want to look. If you are interested in
being a part of this new plan, please let the church office know.

Update – Afghan Immigration Needs
During this period of giving thanks, we give thanks for our Trinity family and the Sparta area
community for your generosity toward the Afghan immigrants temporarily housed at Ft.
McCoy. In addition to the clothing donations and the shoe drive, Trinity donated 75 quilts with
another 50 quilts coming from Mary Herrman’s sister’s church. Trinity members donated
almost $600 that was used by Catholic Charities, who were able to access the Fort, for
necessities.
Trinity members of our Sparta Kiwanis Club is challenging other Wisconsin Kiwanis clubs to
donate money for children small toys/winter clothing to the Ft. McCoy Afghan children. As of
this week over $1,100 and over $2,000 worth of small toys/winter clothing has been donated.
Although we will continue to gratefully receive donations of cold weather garments, the
greatest need is for resettlement donations. Some families have already left the Fort for more
permanent homes; and more will be leaving in the next few months. It is unlikely that any of
these families will actually settle in our area since the process is being expedited by LSS
(Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan) and other faith-based
organizations within 100 miles of their main offices. LSS’s main office is in Milwaukee.
Therefore, financial support to LSS is the best option to assist in the resettlement process.
Trinity has already received from generous members almost $900 with another $300 from
Mission Endowment. If you wish to assist with this effort, please donate directly to LSS or
designate your check to Trinity for that purpose. If mailing a check, the address is
Lutheran Social Services – Refugees
Lutheran Social Services
P O Box 88868
Milwaukee WI 53288
As always, Trinity proves that it’s God’s work carried out by Our Hands.
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YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY UPDATES

26 of our young people are gearing up
for their journey to the Youth Gathering
Grades 9 - 12 at Sparta High are invited to FCA
next July! We are so excited for this
(Fellowship of Christian Athletes) every Friday
opportunity for a faith-filled, life changing
morning at 7:20 in Mr. Buck Engel's room. Join us trip for them! We ask for your prayers &
support as we plan, prepare, fundraise,
for breakfast & digging into God's Word. If you
have any questions, please reach out to Nadia at engage in team building, & spend time in
God’s Word to get us ready & equipped.
387-1435.
Please stay tuned to the way(s) you can
help. We are so grateful to have our
Trinity family right alongside us to make
this trip happen!

ALL ARE WELCOME to join us for our annual cookie
decorating day on Sunday, November 28, following 10:30
worship. Please bring 2 dozen unfrosted cookies. Frosting,
sprinkles, etc. will be provided. We are so excited to be
together! We will spread out in the Fellowship Hall in our
family groups. Masks & gloves will be required to
ensure health & safety for everyone. Our finished cookies
will be sold at our upcoming Christmas Bake Sale as well as
delivered to our homebound members when we go
Christmas caroling on Sunday, December 12.

Our Youth Gathering Team will be hosting a Christmas
Bake Sale Fundraiser on Sunday, December 12 &
Sunday, December 19. It will be held after both 8:15
& 10:30 worship services in the Fellowship Hall. We
are asking that everything be pre-packaged on plates
of 6 or 12 items. If you would like to donate any
goodies for the Bake Sale or have any additional
questions, please contact Michelle.
Thank you for all of your continued support!

Our “Trinity Cares” Christmas Giving tree will be going up on
Sunday, November 28th. This special tree will be full of
nativity scene tags representing families in our community
that could use a “hand up” this Christmas season. They are
also symbolic as a reminder of the true meaning of the
beautiful miracle of Jesus' birth! How can we all become
more like Jesus? How can we keep our light shining for
Him? Please be kind, take one or more tags, & enjoy the
feeling of being a blessing to shop for the item(s) requested.
Return it—UNWRAPPED—to the tree area. Not a shopper?
Feel free to drop off a monetary donation, & let our Trinity
Youth do the shopping for you. There are tags that request
gifts cards, & those should be returned to the main office.
Please be sure to attach the original tag with your gift for
easier sorting. In order to give our youth time for wrapping
presents for delivery, it would be best to have all gifts
returned by Friday, December 17th. Thank you for reaching
out with loving hearts & helping hands to model Jesus & His
love for all of us!

SAVE THE DATE for Sunday, December 12!! We are
going Christmas Caroling, & ALL ARE WELCOME to
join us! We will meet here at Trinity at 1:00
p.m. Come, be a part of Team Trinity to share the joy
& smiles as we visit our elderly & homebound
members. There is something really special about
sharing God's love with our voices, & we want lots of
voices to "pitch"
in! Please let Michelle know by
Wednesday, December 8, if you & your family can be
a part of this most magical day!

4G on Sunday
4G will meet this Sunday, November 28th in the Fellowship Hall. Hope to see you there!
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Sesquicentennial Celebration
Hey Trinity! Are you ready for a celebration? There will be one and the celebration will be in
the year 2024 in recognition of the 150th anniversary of the organization of the Norwegian
Evangelical Lutheran Church. The name of the church was changed by an 18-6 vote on
February 5, 1940 to the current name, Trinity Lutheran Church.
The Church Council, at the September 14, meeting voted to organize a steering committee to
begin planning for the Sesquicentennial Celebration.
The steering committee will brainstorm ideas about what should be included in the celebration
and form committees to help carry out the ideas.
The council is seeking people interested in being on the steering committee and helping to lay
the ground work for the celebration. After initial plans the steering committee will be seeking
members to be on specific committees to complete the plans.
You do not need to be on the steering committee to offer suggestions about what could be
included in the celebration.
If you are interested in being on the steering committee, please leave your name with Myrt in the
office.

Trinity Members,
Keith Davison (Retired Methodist Pastor) is a member of our Trinity Lutheran
Church family. Last year, he moved to a nursing home in Lodi, WI, but he is
lonely for his Trinity family. Jan Jenkins, Phil and Diane Dammen, Paul and
Reyne Larsen, and I keep in touch with Keith, but he is still lonely. Can you call
or write to him every once in a while? Just a short postcard, letter or call and say
you are from Trinity and your note or call will make his day!!

Thank you,
Michael Bonello
Below is his contact information:
Keith Davison
Divine Rehabilitation & Nursing at Lodi
700 Clark Street
Lodi, WI 53555
(608) 592-6283—Keith Davison’s private room
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The Road to Bethlehem
A Drive-thru Advent Experience
Saturday, December 4, 2021
Begin your journey any time from 2:00 to 6:30 pm
(Rain or severe weather date: December 11)
Join us on The Road to Bethlehem at Sugar Creek Bible Camp! Journey through
the Advent story by visiting different live action worship stations offering carols,
scripture, prayer, and the chance to visit a live nativity. Enjoy refreshments at the
end. (Covid safety precautions in place.)
This is an all outdoor event, so dress appropriately for the weather. Please bring a
mask for carols or any brief indoor rest stops.
There is no cost, but we invite you to consider a free will offering to benefit the
ministry and mission of Sugar Creek Bible Camp. Non-perishable food items will be
collected to benefit local food pantries.
Please RSVP if possible by phone, email or on the Facebook event page to let us
know you are coming. All are welcome!
“Come and see...The long-awaited Savior, Jesus Christ, is near!”
13141 Sugar Creek Bible Camp Rd, Ferryville, WI 54628 608-734-3113
www.SugarCreekBibleCamp.org
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**********************************************
Trinity Staff
Pastor Mark Kvale
Email: pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com
Michelle Hyatt
Email: thehyattfive@gmail.com
Cell & Text: 608-343-0324
Mary (Myrt) Holte
Email: office@tlcsparta.org
Tel. 608-269-5081
Christin Gasner
Email: ministry@tlcsparta.org
Stephen Leaders
Ann Kvale
Email: ac311kvale@gmail.com
Cell: 608-633-7643
Jan Jenkins
Email: jenkinsjan52@gmail.com
Cell: 608-633-0512

God’s Love-Our Hearts-God’s Work-Our Hands

