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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

September 27, 2020 

9:00 a.m. Worship – Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 
 

 

 

Prelude 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship 

 

Pastor: We come this morning, not to merely go through the motions of worship. 

O God, let us clear our minds 

All: Point to temples 

Pastor: That you would fill our thoughts. 
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Pastor: O God, focus our eyes 

All: Point to eyes 

Pastor: That we might see you. 

 

Pastor: O God, open our ears 

All: point to ears 

Pastor: That we might listen to You and to one another. 

 

Pastor: We came not to put on a show of our devotion to you, but with humble and heart-

shattered lives ready for your love. 

All: Place hand over heart 

 

Pastor: Breathe holiness into our lungs and our lives 

All: With head bowed, inhale and exhale deeply 

 

Pastor: O God, we are here, and we worship You. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 

overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of 

salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Psalm 25.1-9 
1To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to 

shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 

rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 4Show me your ways, O Lord, and 

teach me your paths. 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my 

salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 6Remember, O Lord, your compassion 

and love, for they are from everlasting. 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my 

transgressions; remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your 

goodness, O Lord. 8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners in 

your way. 9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.  
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Philippians 2.1-13 

 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in 

the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, 

having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish 

ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of 

you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 

 

 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 
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  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, 

but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 

trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for 

his good pleasure. 

 

Sermon 

 

Prayers 

 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all 

those in need, responding to each petition with the words “Hear our laments, and receive 

our prayers.” 

A brief silence. 

 

Throughout the globe is the church: many assemblies are postponed by the virus, our 

songs quieted, our leaders searching for new ways forward. A brief silence. That you will 

continue to inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ, we pray to you, faithful God. 

Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 

 

Around us nature is strained: polar ice is melting, excessive rains ravage the land, fires 

consume forests, fields, and homes, and animals are deprived of habitat. A brief silence.  

That you will preserve and protect the earth, we pray to you, mighty God: 

Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 

 

Around us is a needy world: governments allow injustice, violence threatens stability, 

people experience prejudice, reforms are thwarted, workers are unemployed, medical 

facilities are strained, children are abused. A brief silence.  

That you will save the people in all the nations of the world, we pray to you, 

compassionate God: 

Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 
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Around us are the sick: there is starvation, the virus continues, many persons receive no 

medical attention, our neighbors and dear ones are ill. A brief silence.  

That you will bless all ministries of care and will relieve the suffering of those who are ill 

in body, mind, or spirit, we pray to you, merciful God. 

Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 

 

Nearby are needs of which we are unaware. A brief silence.  

That you will send your holy angels to uphold all who face personal troubles, we pray to 

you, benevolent God: Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 

 

Inside many hearts there is both joy and sorrow. We pray now for ourselves: 

A longer period of silence. 

That you will give us new hearts and a new spirit, we pray to you, loving God. 

Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 

 

Before us lived countless of the faithful — the famous and the forgotten, our relatives and 

strangers. We lament their deaths, and we praise their witness.  A brief silence.   

That we may confess Jesus Christ as Lord through our life and at our death,  

we pray to you, eternal God. 

Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 

 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 

through Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

Great Thanksgiving 
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Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Communion 

 

Prayer after Communion 

We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond 

compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, 

into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by 

the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 

another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 

in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. The God of 

all grace bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn: Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ 

 

1 Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out with a shout of joy: 

 bread is broken, the wine is poured, Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 

 

Refrain 

 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
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2 Christ is able to make us one, at the table he sets the tone, teaching people to live to 

bless, love in word and in deed express.  Refrain 

 

3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 

 gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere!  Refrain 

 

Go in peace, Christ is with you! Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For September 13th: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $ 7892.50 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $ 322.00 

 


