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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

All Saints Sunday 

November 1, 2020 

9:00 a.m. Worship – Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 
 

 

Order of Worship 

 

Prelude 

Welcome 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave 

us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 
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Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: For All the Saints 

For all the saints who from their labors rest, who thee by faith before the world 

confessed, thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might; thou,  

Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight; 

thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

But then there breaks a yet more glorious day: the saints triumphant rise in bright array; 

the King of glory passes on his way. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,  

through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Prayer of the Day 

 

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical 

body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in 

lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for 

those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Reading: Revelation 7.9-17 

 
9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before 

the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud 

voice, saying,  

 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 

creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing,  

 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

 and thanksgiving and honor 

 and power and might 

 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

  13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and 

where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he 

said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed 

their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

  and worship him day and night within his temple, 

  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

  the sun will not strike them, 

  nor any scorching heat; 

 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 

  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
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Gospel: Matthew 5.1-12 

 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

  3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

  4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

  5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

  6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

  7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

  8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

  9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

   
10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

  11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn: Shall We Gather at the River 

 

Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod, 

with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? 

 

Refrain 

Yes, we'll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river; 

gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

 

On the margin of the river, washing up its silver spray,  

we will walk and worship ever, all the happy golden day.  Refrain 

 

Ere we reach the shining river, lay we ev'ry burden down; 

grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown.  Refrain 
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Soon we'll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will cease; 

soon our happy hearts will quiver with the melody of peace.  Refrain 

 

A Time of Remembrance and Thanksgiving 

 

The Lord speaks through the prophet Isaiah: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;  

I have called you by name, you are mine!”  Let us pray . . . O God, we remember with 

thanksgiving those whom we have loved, and who have loved and served you on earth, 

who now rest from their labors.  And we remember with thanksgiving those who have 

been baptized. Keep us in union with all your saints and bring us with them to the joyous 

feast of heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

In joyful expectation of the resurrection to eternal life, we remember this day those who 

have gone before us in faith and who now live forever with Christ. 

 

(The names of those who have died this past year are read. A candle lit, and the bell 

rung.) 

 

Washed in the waters, joined to Christ in his death and life, we give thanks for those 

newly baptized. (The names of those baptized in the last year are read. A candle lit, and 

the bell rung.) 

 

Hear the words of St. Paul: “When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized 

into his death.  We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as 

Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life.   

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 

him in a resurrection like his!” Amen! 

 

Prayers 

 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power 

on the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
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Lord of all the saints, we praise you for evangelists and martyrs whose sacrifices witness 

to your gospel across time and space. Inspire us by their courage to carry our faith to new 

people and places around us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Lord of every place, the universe proclaims your greatness from generation to generation. 

Bless the work of naturalists, conservationists, and park rangers who train our attention to 

the wonders of the world you have made. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Lord of every nation, guide this country—red states and blue states, rural voters and 

urban voters, young and old—as we share in another national election. Kindle hearts 

eager to understand our common needs and seek our common good. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Lord of every blessing, your Son’s blessing came to those living with poverty, grief, 

hunger, thirst, and persecution. Shape our vision of the saints to match his own. Awaken 

in us your call to serve all who suffer. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Lord of all healing, we pray to you for an end to this pandemic. Bring healing, bring 

mercy, bring hope. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Lord of every venture, anoint us with the missionary spirit of the early church.  

Empower testimony from new communities of faith to shape a diverse witness to your 

saving power. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Lord of every time, countless are the multitudes you have called by name and gathered to 

yourself. Comfort us as we grieve those who have died in the past year In faith, may we 

join with them in ceaseless praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you 

gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

Offering 

Special Music 
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Offering Prayer 

 

God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and 

shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts 

from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your 

very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and 

Servant. Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

During the Great Thanksgiving, the Pastor will invite the designated communion leader 

to do the following: At this time, I invite the home leader to lift up the bread and wine as 

I proclaim the words of institution.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Holy Communion 

Now the communion leader will repeat after the Pastor, “This is the body of Christ given 

for you, this is the blood of Christ shed for you.” And then you are to distribute the bread 

and wine to those gathered in your home. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, 

strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous 

hearts as we meet you on the way. Amen. 
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Blessing 

 

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us 

beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 

The blessing of God; Sovereign, Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. Amen. 

 

Hymn: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

 

There's a wideness in God's mercy, like the wideness of the sea; 

there's a kindness in God's justice which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth's sorrows are more felt than up in heav'n. 

There is no place where earth's failings have such kindly judgment giv'n. 

 

There is welcome for the sinner, and a promised grace made good; 

there is mercy with the Savior; there is healing in his blood. 

There is grace enough for thousands of new worlds as great as this; 

there is room for fresh creations in that upper home of bliss. 

 

For the love of God is broader than the measures of our mind; 

and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 

But we make this love too narrow by false limits of our own; 

and we magnify its strictness with a zeal God will not own. 

 

Tis not all we owe to Jesus; it is something more than all: 

greater good because of evil, larger mercy through the fall. 

Make our love, O God, more faithful; let us take you at your word, 

and our lives will be thanksgiving for the goodness of the Lord. 

 

Sending 

 

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

For October 18th: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $7537.85 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $952.00 

 

 


