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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

Fourth Sunday After Epiphany 

January 29, 2023 – 9:00 am 

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta) 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  

 

 
Order of Worship 

 
Prelude 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Temple Talk – Pauline Haug 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
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http://www.tlcsparta.org/


 
 
 

Page 2 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

 

 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
*Opening Hymn:  We Are Called      #720 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom 
to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for 
justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and 
deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Alleluia Choir  
 
Children’s Time 
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First Reading: Micah 6:1-8 
 1Hear what the LORD says: 
  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
  and let the hills hear your voice. 
 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 
  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
 for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 
  and he will contend with Israel. 
 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
 and I sent before you Moses, 
  Aaron, and Miriam. 
 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
  that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
 6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 
  and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
  with calves a year old? 
 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
  and what does the LORD require of you 
 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
  and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 15 
 1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
  who speak the truth | from their heart;  
 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those 
who fear the LORD. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their 
word. 
 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against 
the innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  
 
*Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 
Please stand for the reading of the Gospel and join with me in the Gospel 
Acclamation 
 
*Gospel Acclamation (spoken in unison) 
Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
 
This is the Holy Gospel according to Matthew the fifth Chapter.  Glory to you, 
O Lord. 
 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
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 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 
of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
*Hymn:  Canticle of the Turning       #723 
 
*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.   
 
*Prayers of Intercession 
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Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to boast 
only in the cross. Shape your church to be people of kindness, generosity, and 
justice. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the mountains and 
hills echo with your holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us the error 
of our ways. Inspire us with reverent awe to honor all you have made. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
 
You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who seek 
justice, love mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, wicked, 
and self-seeking. Prosper the work of peacemakers. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 
Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as foolish, 
weak, low, and despised; reveal your power and presence at work where it is least 
expected. Give your life, strength, and wisdom to all in need. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. Remind 
us how your faithfulness brought us through difficulties and sustained us despite 
our weaknesses. Establish the cross as the center of our life together. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 
revealed in Christ crucified.  Amen. 
 
*Sharing of the Peace 
 
Video – La Crosse Area Synod Mission Support 
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Offering – “On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and 
save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be made when I come.” 
(1 Corinthians 16:2) 
 

Thank you for your continued support of Trinity’s ongoing mission to 
serve the people of God in our community and the world.  You may 
place your offering in the plate as it passes, you may also mail it in, 
leave it in the lockbox outside the main door, or use one of the 
electronic means available.  Scan the QR code to donate now to 
Trinity’s General Fund.  Thank you! 

 
*Offertory:  We Are an Offering       #692 
 
*Offering Prayer 
Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as your disciples.  You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our 
Savior.  Amen. 
 
*Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*Blessing 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod bless, 
strengthen, and uphold you, today and always.  Amen. 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
*Sending Hymn:  Thine the Amen      #826 
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*Dismissal 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Attendance for Sunday, January 22, 2023 - 159 

For January 15, 2023 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $5531.98 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $724.28 
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 January 29, 2023 
Greeters:  Gary & Sharon Nelson           Reader:  Stacey Markuson 
Ushers:  Alice Olson, Paul Amundson, Chuck Amundson, Mark Baltz, & Dan Amundson 
Music:  Adell Morton 
Altar Team – Month of February:  Pauline Haug & Sharon Nelson 
Coffee Fellowship:  Maureen Sullivan & Tom Schauer 
Pew Restocking – Month of February:  Julee Hopkins 
Flower Pick Up – Friday, February 3:  Nancy Oswald 
Money Counters-Monday, January 30:  Carol Thorsen-Adell Morton-Brenda    
                                                                                        Degenhardt 
Food Pantry, February 1:  Donna Boland & Anita Jensen 
 

February 5, 2023 
Greeter:   Alice Olson         Reader:  Kristine Tock 
Ushers:  Alice Olson, Paul Amundson, Chuck Amundson, Mark Baltz, & Dan Amundson 
Communion servers:  Brenda Degenhardt & Siri Donskey 
Music:  Adell Morton 
Altar Team – Month of February:  Pauline Haug & Sharon Nelson 
Coffee Fellowship:  Larry & Nila Larson 
Pew Restocking – Month of February:  Julee Hopkins 
Flower Pick Up – Friday, February 10:  Alton Ask 
Money Counters-February 6:  Audrey Zebell-Kelly Funk-Gary Peterson 
Food Pantry, February 8:  Julie Erickson & Karen Hernandez 
 

  February 12, 2023 
Greeter:   Joel & Tammy Oppriecht     Reader: Holly Larson 
Ushers:  Alice Olson, Paul Amundson, Chuck Amundson, Mark Baltz, & Dan Amundson 
Music:  Virginia Bolin 
Altar Team – Month of February:  Pauline Haug & Sharon Nelson 
Coffee Fellowship:  Boland Family 
Pew Restocking – Month of February:  Julee Hopkins 
Flower Pick Up – Friday, February 17:  Alton Ask 
Money Counters-February 13:  Carol Glaman-Donna Boland-Alton Ask 
Food Pantry, February 15:  Dennis & Carol Glaman 
 


