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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

13th Sunday after Pentecost; Lectionary 21 

August 22, 2021 – 9:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta) 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

 
Order of Worship 

 
Prelude: 10000 Reasons; King of My Heart 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship 
 
ONE: Calling all children of the Living God: 
the gospel is good news for every age and every stage.  
 
ALL: Let us worship together, the young and the old.  

mailto:office@tlcsparta.org
http://www.tlcsparta.org/
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ONE: The good news is proclaimed in God’s words,  
and also with crayons, silly songs, snacks, and rest time.  
 
ALL: Let us worship together, every generation.  
 
ONE: Whether we worship and learn about God online or in person,  
we are God’s children.  
 
ALL: Let us worship together, with our family of faith. 
 
ONE: We come together seeking God’s peace in this beautiful community.  
 
ALL: Let us worship together, united in Christ.  
 
Hymn: Build Your Kingdom Here 
 
Come, set your rule and reign in our hearts again 
Increase in us, we pray; unveil why we’re made. 
Come, set our heart ablaze in full like wildfire in our very souls 
Holy Spirit, come invade us now 
We are the church; we need your power in us 
 
We seek your kingdom first, we hunger and we thirst 
Refuse to waste our lives for you’re our joy and prize. 
To see the captive hearts released; 
The hurt, the sick, the poor at peace 
We lay down our lives for heaven’s cause 
We are the church; we pray, revive; this earth. 
 
(Chorus) 
Build your kingdom here, let the darkness fear 
Show your mighty hand, heal our streets and land 
Set your church on fire, win this nation back 
Change the atmosphere, build your kingdom here; we pray. 
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Unleash your kingdoms power, reaching the near and far 
No force of hell can stop, your beauty changes hearts 
You made us for much more than this, awaken the kingdom seed in us 
Fill us with the strength and love of Christ 
We are the church; we are the hope; on earth. 
 
(Chorus) 
Build your kingdom here, let the darkness fear 
Show your mighty hand, heal our streets and land 
Set your church on fire, win this nation back 
Change the atmosphere, build your kingdom here; we pray. 
 
Prayer 
 
Let us pray:  
God our teacher, who helps us to understand the world around us; 
Thank you for the privilege of education. In a year of turmoil, disruption, and 
loss, we recognize the gift of learning and the gift of teaching in ways we may not 
have appreciated before. You have blessed our communities with teachers who 
take new skills and concepts and pass them along to each new class of young 
people. God who came as a child to show us how to be fully human, to show us 
how to be children of God; You have given our children minds that grow and 
develop in unique ways, at unique speeds, and we are astounded by that miracle. 
You speak to us through the words, actions, play, and feelings of children. You 
call us to listen to the Spirit speaking through our young siblings in Christ. We 
celebrate the beginning of this school year and ask for your blessings upon the 
children, the educators, and the families who support them. But in this 
celebration of education and learning, we do not forget there are children and 
families and teachers who do not have the resources they need. When systems are 
unjust, the outcomes are unacceptable. Today, we remember those who are 
beginning school this year: those who have what they need to learn and grow in 
safety, and those who lack supplies, teachers, safe buildings, and 
accommodations for all needs and abilities. We come to worship together, to lift 
up our young people and all those who care for them and teach them. Open our 
hearts to what you are saying to us today. Amen.  
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Special Music: King of Glory 
 
Reading: Joshua 24.1-2a, 14-18 
 
1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the 
elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented 
themselves before God. 2aAnd Joshua said to all the people, 14“Now therefore 
revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods 
that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve 
the Lord. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you 
will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River 
or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my 
household, we will serve the Lord.” 
  16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake 
the Lord to serve other gods; 17for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our 
ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did 
those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and 
among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18and the Lord drove out before 
us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve 
the Lord, for he is our God.” 
 
Gospel: John 6.56-69 
 
[Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in 
them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so 
whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from 
heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who 
eats this bread will live forever.” 59He said these things while he was teaching in 
the synagogue at Capernaum. 
  60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; 
who can accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining 
about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 62Then what if you were to see the 
Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is the spirit that gives life; the 
flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But 
among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first 
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who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray 
him. 65And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me 
unless it is granted by the Father.” 
  66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about 
with him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon 
Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal 
life. 69We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 
 
Sermon 
 
Blessing of the Backpacks 
 
Going back to school always invites big feelings to come along with us, and those 
feelings can be different for everyone! Whether you’re starting school for the first 
time, moving to a new school, staying at the same school, or returning to school 
in person after learning online, or continuing to learn online, we can all feel 
happy, nervous, scared, curious. Sometimes, we can even feel all those feelings at 
the same time, and that’s okay! But did you know God is always with us?  No 
matter where we go and what we feel? As we start a new year at school, we want 
to give you this special backpack tag so that whenever you look at it, you can 
remember God loves you and is always with you, no matter what.  
 
(NAME), this school year, may you be curious and kind, gentle and strong,  
brave and loving.  May these tags remind you that God is always with you. As you 
sit and as you stand, as you learn and as you play, in every fear and every 
celebration, may you know God, your friend, is always there.  

Praying for the School Year:  

God of fresh starts and new beginnings, 
we bring ourselves, our big feelings, and our backpacks to you.  

Last year was different from what we expected. 
We couldn’t see our friends or play on playgrounds, we learned at home, in masks 
six feet apart, or both. In all these changes, we may have felt sad and alone.  



 
 
 

Page 6 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

 

God, our friend who comforts us, hold us close and wipe our tears.  

In our backpacks, we carry blank pages, sharpened pencils, and pointy crayons, 
and in our hearts, we carry big feelings, unanswered questions, and hopeful 
expectations. There are endless possibilities of what this new year might bring— 
of what we might learn, who we might meet, and who we might become.  

God, our friend who is always with us, be with us through it all.  

Be with us as we ride the bus. 
Be with us as we walk. 
Be with us as we buckle seat belts, zip-up jackets, and tie shoes. However we get 
there, and whatever we wear, bless this journey into something new.  

For the grown-ups going back to school, 
With-Us God, be with them too. 
Thank you for our teachers, helpers, caregivers, and leaders, and for all they do to 
help us learn and grow.  

God, our friend who’s full of wonder, fill their hearts and bless their hands. 
Amen. 

Prayers  
 
ONE: Steady and comforting God, with you, every transition and new start is a 
reminder of your goodness, for you are always creating fresh, amazing things in 
us and through us. Though we are sad about summer’s ending, we are grateful for 
this school year.  
We come to this year changed, with new levels of gratitude, hope,  
and connection carved in us. We appreciate the opportunity to learn and grow, 
knowing it is one of the biggest privileges we have. And the gift of physically 
being with friends and teachers for school this year feels like a holy hug. With 
thanks and love, we now offer everything we are to you, asking for your blessing.  
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ONE: We pray as and for students of all ages, abilities, and backgrounds.  
We pray for our hearts and all they hold—excitement and nervousness, 
disappointment and hope. We give you all our loves and fears.  
We pray for steady self-esteem and deepening resilience.  
 
ALL: Loving God, hold us and our prayers.  
 
ONE: We pray for our minds, that they will expand in wonder and celebration, 
learning not just from the books studied but the people beside us. Open our 
minds with a willingness to be changed in unexpected ways,  
and settle our thought loops in peaceful places.  
 
ALL: Loving God, hold us and our prayers.  
 
ONE: We pray for our hands, that they will reach out to help welcome and care. 
Bless our hands with patience and dedication as they grip pencils and type on 
keyboards, swish paint brushes and clap in song, grip monkey bars and lunch box 
handles, spin wheelchair tires and basketballs.  
 
ALL: Loving God, hold us and our prayers.  
 
ONE: We pray for our mouths, that they will speak words bringing life and 
connection. Help us use our mouths to honor the dignity and beloved-ness of all. 
Remind us to open our mouths for deep belly breaths when we’re feeling anxious 
or afraid.  
 
ALL: Loving God, hold us and our prayers.  
 
ONE: We pray for our feet, that they will move toward those different from us 
and help others in safe ways. Plant our feet next to those who feel alone, and bless 
our steps down hallways and sidewalks. We know you are with us wherever our 
feet go or stay.  
 
ALL: Loving God, hold us and our prayers.  
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ONE: We pray for our eyes, that they may see ourselves and others with 
compassion. Point our eyes toward those who are forgotten or struggling. Grow 
us in flexibility to see from all kinds of angles. Bless what and how we see, 
whether we’re looking at a screen, a whiteboard, or the beauty of a person’s face. 
And help us see with the most important eyes—the eyes of the Spirit within us.  
 
ALL: Loving God, hold us and our prayers.  
 
ONE: We pray for our ears, that they will genuinely listen to all voices, especially 
those that haven’t been listened to much. When things get noisy, help us listen 
extra carefully for your voice. Help us hear with the most important ears— 
the ears of the Spirit within us.  
 
ALL: Loving God, hold us and our prayers.  
 
ONE: We say a special prayer for parents, as the start of a new school year is 
always another leap of faith. Wrap them with your reassuring love as they entrust 
their children and trust in you. When questions remain unanswered, and the 
realm of control is finite, bless them with peace and the promise you are right 
there with their child, whether heading to preschool or driving to college.  
 
ALL: Loving God, hold us and our prayers.  
 
ONE: We also pray now for teachers, staff, and administrators. Bless these 
faithful servants with courage and confidence, knowing you are in their 
classroom with a steady hand on their shoulder. Give them peace, patience, and 
balance in the pressures they face, and bravery to build structures and systems 
which justly serve all your children. Give them delight in the young ones before 
them, and recognition of the sweet ways children are also teachers.  
 
ALL: Loving God, hold us and our prayers. 
 
ONE: We pray for health and wholeness, fun and growth, surprise and 
amazement, for this school year ahead, knowing you will hold us all the way 
through.  
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ALL: We thank you, God, and love you. Amen.  
 
Sharing of the Peace of the Lord 
 
Offering Prayer 

Then the people rejoiced because these had given willingly, for with single mind 
they had offered freely to the LORD; King David also rejoiced greatly. 
(1Chronicles 29.9) 

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the 
feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this 
meal.  Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever 
ask.  As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world 
with your own life. In your name we pray. Amen. 
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Blessing 
 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 
be upon you now and forever. Amen. 

 
Sending 
 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn: God of Wonders 
 
God of all creation, of water, earth, and sky, 
The heavens are your tabernacle, Glory to the Lord on high. 
 
(Chorus) 
God of wonders beyond our galaxy, You are holy, holy 
The universe declares your majesty, You are holy, holy 
Lord of heaven and earth, Lord of heaven and earth. 
 
Early in the morning I will celebrate the light 
When I stumble in the darkness I will call Your name by night. 
 
(Chorus) 
 
(Bridge) 
Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth 
Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth 
Hallelujah to the Lord of heaven and earth 
 
(Chorus) 
 
Postlude 
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For July 25th: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $4530.50 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $257.00 

Attendance:  62 

 

For August 1st: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $3921.50 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $353.53 

Attendance:  59 

 

For August 8th: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $7979.50 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $119.00 

Attendance:  50 

 

For August 15th: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $6803.88 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $1282.00 

Attendance:  33 

 


