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Trinity Tidings 
*************************************************************************** 

612 North Water Street - Sparta, Wisconsin           608-269-5081       www.tlcsparta.org 

God’s Love-Our Hearts-God’s Work-Our Hands 

FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MARK... 

September, 2021 

Praying for the School Year 

 

At our worship on August 22, we prayed a lot for the start of this school year; We prayed for students 
and staff and teachers and parents. We blessed backpacks and we handed out carabiners in the 
shape of the cross for kids to clip onto their backpacks to help them remember that Jesus is with 
them always. And we joined in the following prayer for the start of this school year. God’s peace and 
presence with all of those who teach and learn. 
 
Soli Deo Gloria (To God alone the Glory) 
Pastor Mark Kvale 
 
God of fresh starts and new beginnings, 
we bring ourselves, our big feelings, and our backpacks to you.  
 
Last year was different from what we expected. 
We couldn’t see our friends or play on playgrounds, we learned at home, in masks six  
feet apart, or both. In all these changes, we may have felt sad and alone.  
 
God, our friend who comforts us, hold us close and wipe our tears.  
 
In our backpacks, we carry blank pages, sharpened pencils, and pointy crayons, 
and in our hearts, we carry big feelings, unanswered questions, and hopeful  
expectations. There are endless possibilities of what this new year might bring— 
of what we might learn, who we might meet,  
and who we might become.  
 
God, our friend who is always with us, be with us through it all.  
 
Be with us as we ride the bus. 
Be with us as we walk. 
Be with us as we buckle seat belts, zip-up jackets, and tie shoes.  
Be with us as we wear masks in order to keep our loved ones and friends safe. 
However we get there, and whatever we wear,  
bless this journey into something new.  
For the grown-ups going back to school, 
With-Us God, be with them too. 
Thank you for our teachers, helpers, caregivers, and leaders,  
and for all they do to help us learn and grow.  
God, our friend who’s full of wonder, fill their hearts  
and bless their hands. Amen. 
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FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

September, 2021 

God’s Love – Our Hearts          God’s Work – Our Hands 

Trinity Church Council Actions of Note from August 10, 2021. 
 

• The Long-Term Planning Group led a lively Council discussion of the Assets of Trinity. 
       The summary of assets will be joined with the direction priorities identified in July 
       in the next step of our process. 
• The Endowment Committee obtained permission to purchase a Quicken accounting 
       program so their books can be kept more formally, and at church.  Endowment 
       Committee Funds will be used for the purchase.  The program will be available for 
       use by other interested groups at Trinity. 
• The opening for a part time Digital Communications Coordinator has been announced. 
       The opening is for 5 hours per week. 
• Trinity’s week for Family Promise has been changed to October 24-31. 

 
Covid new case rates have significantly increased through July and August. In the interest of health and safety 
for all we have suspended indoor worship temporarily, asked for masks to be worn indoors, and limited  
indoor meetings to 15 persons with masks. The kitchen is closed. These restrictions will remain in place until 
the public health risk drops to a safer level. The current return status will be reported weekly in the Update. 
 
Gary Haskins will lead the new member welcoming and orientation team. If you see an opportunity to serve 
with Gary and welcome visitors and new members, please contact him at 100 W. Avon Road, #2, Sparta, WI 
54656, Tel. (608) 487-5177, Email:  gandchaskins@yahoo.com 
 
Please stay safe, continue to care about, pray for, and help our neighbors.  
 
Les Stanley 
President 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
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NEEDED WEEKLY TO MEET BUDGETED MISSION—$7576.88 

September, 2021 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

07/31/2021 

July 11, 2021 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving,  

is $8330.50 
Designated fund giving, including Simply  

Giving, is $339.00 
 

Attendance:  76 

July 18, 2021 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving, 

is $5803.88 
Designated fund giving, including Simply 

Giving, is $155.00 
 

Attendance:  89 

July 25, 2021 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving,  

is $4530.50 
Designated fund giving, including Simply 

Giving, is $257.00 
 

Attendance:  62 

August 1, 2021 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving,  

is $3921.50 
Designated fund giving, including Simply 

Giving, is $353.53 
 

Attendance:  59 

August 8, 2021 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving,  

is $7979.50 
Designated fund giving, including Simply 

Giving, is $119.00 
 

Attendance:  50 

August 15, 2021 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving,  

is $6803.88 
Designated fund giving, including Simply 

Giving, is $1282.00 
 

Attendance:  33 

Average giving per week this month: $6,941.85  

    

Annual Budget:  $393998; needed each week to  

meet budgeted expenses: $7576.88  

    

General fund:   

Balance 6/30/2021  ($8,873.50) 

July Giving  $27,767.38  

July Disbursements  ($26,539.81) 

Balance 7/31/2021   ($7,645.93) 

    

Total Giving: BUDGET Non-budget 

July  $27,767.38  $580.80  

Total   $27,767.38  $580.80  

    

1st Community Credit Union:  

Loan balance 6/30/2021 $60,534.45  

July principal  ($1,345.78) 

July interest $208.97   

New loan balance 7/31/2021 $59,188.67  

    

Designated Funds:  Balances as of 7/31/2021: 

    

Total Withholding  $1,898.03 

Total Pass-through Amounts $1,491.82  

Prepaid pledges  $2,250.00  

General Fund  ($7,645.93) 

Building Capital Fund  $5,125.00  

Memorial   $7,131.62  

Endowment  $395.00  

Contingency Reserve Balance $20,000.00  

Misc Undesignated Fund (Estate) $21,703.61  

Youth Checking  $208.00  

Worship & Music  $6,342.89  

Education Ministry  $7,957.68  

Fellowship &Outreach  $3,770.77  

Building General Expenses $6,009.88  

Thrivent Choice Fund  $6,368.56  

Community Outreach  $1,959.15  

Sabbatical Fund   $6,295.99  

Total Fund balances   $91,262.07  

    

Tammy Barclay, Treasurer  
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YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 

September, 2021 

Many hands & hearts made our “Back to School” supply drive a success!  
THANK YOU to everyone who supported this worthwhile cause extending our care & concern to our 

beloved community.  We are so humbled by your kindness & generosity that you extend to these precious 
families.  Our kids are precious gifts, & we all want them to have the BEST start to a new school year.  Your 
love, support, & prayers makes this happen!  We are beyond grateful & blessed by you – our Trinity family. 
God calls us to love & take care of each other, & the way that Trinity steps up to do just that makes our 
hearts burst!  Each one of you have made a difference in the lives of these families, & I ask for your  
continued prayers on them.  Again, we offer our most heartfelt thanks – THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!   
THANK YOU! 

Grades 8 – 12 are invited to be a part of this unforgettable, life-changing experience! The Gathering Team is 
working really hard to make the Gathering happen, & we need to be patient in the process as to how it might 
look due to COVID concerns. As of now, the 2022 Gathering WILL be held in Minneapolis Sunday, July 24 – 
Thursday, July 28. Our tentative, flexible plan is to add on a day before the Gathering starts to do some  
service work/sightseeing in the Minneapolis area, & the last day of the Gathering will be our fun afternoon 
together (Valleyfair is a possibility) with returning to Trinity late that Thursday night. 
 
Michelle is going to have another informational meeting on Wednesday, September 8, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall for you & a parent/guardian.  Please come to the meeting if you have ANY interest so we can 
start to plan out possible numbers of our group, what our time will look like together with meetings, team 
building, & fundraising.  The initial registration deposit of $150.00 will guarantee your spot, & the final dead-
line for that deposit will be set at our meeting on September 15.  It will be sometime in October, & I am 
grateful for your grace as we figure things out together.  Please be assured that the Gathering WILL happen!  
It may be a new & different look, but it will be AWESOME all the same!  We live by God’s grace, & I thank you 
for your patience & understanding through all of this.  If you have any questions or concerns, please reach 
out to Michelle. 
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YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 

September, 2021 

Sugar Creek Youth Retreats  
Grades 6 - 8  
  

Friday, October 8, 7:00 p.m. – Sunday, October 10, 1:00 p.m. 
 
Miss camp and the friends you made?  Look no further for the opportunity to reconnect with your  
favorite counselors and spend time at beautiful Sugar Creek! Every day will be filled with games, 
songs, worship, Bible study, and outdoor fun!  This fall retreat will feature topics encountered in  
Confirmation (Faith Formation). 
 
The weekend will begin at 7 pm Friday, after supper, and end at 1 pm on Sunday. 
           
              Cost : $85 (includes 5 meals) 
 
Trinity is going to offer $50 for each young person, so your cost is only $35 for this AMAZING 
weekend!!  Grab a buddy, & talk to Michelle about getting signed up.   
 

Grades 3 – 5 
 
Saturday, October 30, 1:00 p.m. – Sunday, October 31, 1:00 p.m. 
 
          1 pm Saturday – 1 pm Sunday 
 
         Come join us here at Sugar Creek for a time of fun and faith exploration.  Enjoy time away with 
your favorite camp friends and Sugar Creek counselors playing games, singing songs, worshiping  
together, and studying the Bible. 
 
This October retreat is filled with fun, fall activities! 
 
         Cost : $40 (includes 3 meals) 
 
Trinity is going to offer $20 for each young person, so your cost is only $20 for this AWESOME 
overnight at Sugar Creek!  Grab a buddy, & talk to Michelle about getting signed up. 
 
JAM – Jesus & Me (4 years old – grade 4):  We are JAMMING for Jesus, & we want you to be a part 
of it!  Families are invited as we kick off our year together on Wednesday, September 15, at 5:30 p.m.   
in the courtyard.  Sack lunches will be provided through donations.  Everything is tentative, & we will 
need to be flexible because of COVID.  Thank you for your patience & understanding.  E-mails will 
be sent out with the plans & details for this evening together of food, fellowship, & FAITH5!   
 
TEAM 56 – Plans are underway for a NEW event for our fabulous 5th graders & super 6th graders!  
We will join JAM in the courtyard for a sack lunch meal (provided by donations), & then have intent 
time just for YOU!  Join us on Wednesday, September 15, at 5:30 p.m.  Stay tuned for an e-mail to be 
sent out with final details.  Hope to see you there! 
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YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY—SEPTEMBER DEVO 

September, 2021 

Back Together 
 

pause 
 

Going back to school means we’re back together, at last. 
 
Breathing deeply, I pray: 
 
May my eyes and ears and heart be open to others each day. 
 
May my mind and soul be open to hear God’s voice in this moment. 
 

listen 
 

Brothers and sisters, we ask you to respect those who are working with you, leading you, and 
instructing you.  Think of them highly with love because of their work.  Live in peace with each other. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 
 

think 
 
This scripture reminds me of people who have been leaders in my own life.  Who leads you?  A 
parent?  A friend?  Growing up, I was blessed to be surrounded by leaders in my church who helped 
me grow in my relationship with Christ.  I will always remember my Sunday school teachers who  
taught me to not be afraid of the “Goliaths” in the world, as well as older members of my church 
family who prayed for me and guided me along the way. 
 
Paul tells the members of the church at Thessalonica, “Respect those who are working with you, 
leading you, and instructing you.”  How can we acknowledge the people who have guided us on our 
walk with Christ?  Could we one day become more like them and be a mentor to someone who was 
lost but is now found? 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “Action springs not from thought, but from a readiness for responsibility.”  
As we get back together for a new school year that brings a lot of uncertainty, remind yourself that 
you have been led, then go out, take action, and do the same.   
 

pray 
 

Come, Lord Jesus, and help me go from this time with an open heart to see your children as they 
are.  Guide me through my actions and your word to be a shepherd to your flock.  Although I face 
adversity, I know that your gracious hand is always there to guide me through.  In Christ I pray.  
Amen. 
 

go 
God of Grace, be the light that guides us. 
God of Peace, be the strength that carries us. 
God of Love, be the tie that binds us. 
Together.   
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EDUCATION MINISTRY UPDATE 

September, 2021 

IN-PERSON Sunday School is BACK! 
 
Education Ministry is planning for Sunday School to be IN-PERSON beginning on September 12!  If you 
are interested in having your child join in for faith-filled learning and fun, please fill out the google form 
registration form by clicking on the link  
Trinity Sunday School Registration, going to https://forms.gle/TT7qqJX9LBewHHex8,  
or scan the QR code below: 

 

We are also looking for Sunday School teachers and helpers - grade level teachers, hallway walkers, and 
snack helpers.  Please see below for a description of the help needed.  If you feel a calling to help, please 
contact Missy Erickson at melissa.jane.erickson@gmail.com. 
 
Grade Level Teachers - Deliver faith-based instruction using provided materials - I would highly  
recommend finding a partner to teach with!  You can both teach together, or come up with a schedule  
(ie every other week, every other month, or half of the year).  If you can't find a partner but are interested 
in a split schedule, please let me know and we will work it out! 
Hallway Walker - Assist with taking children to the bathroom or getting materials that teachers may need 
during the lesson. 
Snack Helpers - Pass out snack and water during Sunday School, and wash and put away any dishes used 
(ie water pitchers, trail mix bowl, etc.) 
 
We are excited to continue the faith journey for Trinity's elementary and middle schoolers through our 
Sunday School program!   
 
Thank you to all who helped with Trinity's Back to School Carnival on August 22!  A special shout out to 
Christin Gasner for the games, signs, and awesome prizes, Michelle for organizing the free Subway  
lunches, Pastor Mark for volunteering to get pied in the face several times, and so many helpers:  Amy 
Stoffregen, Anita Jensen, Jack Miller, Chip, Kyla, Ella and Trey Manske, Holly, Isaac, and Patrick Larson, 
Jeremy, Ava, and Ella Erickson, Gladden, Guthrie, and Greta Gasner and all who helped with running the 
games, and to the Worship Team (Tony, Ann, Chris, Rick, and Ryan) for providing music during the event, 
and to all the families that came to enjoy the carnival and donated supplies and/or money towards the Back 
to School Drive!  Trinity is SO VERY BLESSED to have such wonderful people supporting our  
community and kids! 
 
If you have not done so already, please use the QR Code to register your child(ren) for Sunday School.   
Rally Sunday, our first day of Sunday School, is on September 12th!  Please let Missy Erickson know if 
you have any questions or need help with registration (melissa.jane.erickson@gmail.com).  We are still 
looking for teachers for several grade levels.   
 
See the calendar that is included in this Tidings for details on dates.  Sunday School will be at Evans-
Bosshard Park on Sunday, September 26th between the 9:00 and 10:30 worships (approximately 9:50-
10:20). There will be breakfast pizza for the children who come to Sunday School and 4G, as well as a 
Scavenger Hunt for Sunday Schoolers in the park!  Third graders will help lead worship and receive their 
Bibles during the 10:30 worship as well. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1yFGUkqzq4XchfBah8pA4w1gmAzVlcbNU03DpzG7h5P4/edit
https://forms.gle/TT7qqJX9LBewHHex8
mailto:melissa.jane.erickson@gmail.com
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September, 2021 
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September, 2021 

  at Trinity... 

Worship/Sunday School Schedule: 

 
Sunday, September 5, 2021 

9:00 am—Holy Communion Service 
 

BACK TO 2 SERVICES: 
 

Sunday, September 12, 2021 
RALLY SUNDAY 

8:15 am—Holy Communion Service 
9:20 am—1st day of Sunday School 

10:30 am—Holy Communion Service 
 

Sunday, September 19, 2021 
8:15 am—Holy Communion Service 

9:20 am—Sunday School 
10:30 am—Holy Communion Service 

 
Sunday, September 26, 2021 

WORSHIP IN EVANS BOSSHARD PARK 
TWO SERVICES—9:00 & 10:30 AM 

Sunday School will also be held in the park  
between the 9:00 and 10:30 worship  

(approx.9:50-10:20 am) 

Monday, September 6, 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trinity is hosting a blood drive on Monday, 
September 13th from 12-5 pm and Tuesday, 

September 14th from 1-6 pm.  Please call 
Karen Edwards to sign up to  

donate—608-269-5243.   
 

Because of your generosity, lives will 
be saved. Thank you for your blood 

donation.  

                                      CIRCLES 

Joy Circle—Thurs., September 9th at 10 am—SR 
 

Shalom Circle—Thurs., September 9th at 1 pm-SR 
 

If you would like more information about joining a Women’s Circle, please contact one of the 
following women and they will gladly assist you: 

 
Mary Circle—Contact the church office—269-5081 

 
Joy Circle—Jean Hays—269-6121 

 
Shalom Circle—Contact the church office—269-5081 
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September, 2021 

  at Trinity... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
September Council Meeting 

September 14, 2021 
 

Tidings articles for the October issue are due by 
no later than  

September 21, 2021 

Please welcome into God’s family: 

Children:  Jordy James Ostrem & Raelynn Marie Ostrem 

Baptismal Date:  September 11, 2021 

Parents:  Kyle & Alissa Ostrem (Smith) 

Sponsors for Jordy:  Thomas & Tara Campbell 

Sponsors for Raelynn:  Trent & Angela Ziegler 

Grandparents:  Alice Olson and Ken & Carol Ostrem 

Through water and the word you have  
become a child of God and are sealed as 

Christ’s own forever 

 
A BIG thank you goes out to Joyce J. Anderson for leading and  
coordinating the assembly of the monthly Tidings for 30+ years.  

Joyce has decided it’s time for her to step down. Joyce, your hard 
work and dedication to this task at Trinity has not gone unnoticed 

and we thank you for contributing so much of your  
time, energy and efforts to the monthly Tidings.  

You did an EXCELLENT job and you are so appreciated!  
 
 

Thank you, Joyce! 

Quilters 

Join us—We currently quilt on Monday 
and Fridays from 8:30-11:00 am in the  

Fellowship Hall.  Enter through the main 
door by the church office.  Also, we are in 
need of sheets; no white or knit.  Please 
check your linen closets and if you find 
some that you can give up, please drop 
them off at the church—612 N. Water 

Street, Sparta.  Thank you! 

 

Memorials 

Bell Choir in Memory 
of Kathy Haag from 

 
Debbie Bassett 
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September, 2021 

  at Trinity... 

Happy Anniversary 

 
“The family of Larry & Julee Hopkins wish them love and  

congratulations on their 60th Wedding Anniversary.   
Larry and Julee were married on September 2, 1961— 

we love you Mom & Dad!” 
 

~A donation by the family has been given to  
Trinity Lutheran Church in their honor~ 

. 
 

A lot of folks are asking what they can do to help our Afghan  
allies.  Please stay tuned for more information.  In the  

meantime, here is a link for Lutheran Immigration and  
Refugee Service which lists ways to help. 

 
www.lirs.org 

Please welcome into God’s family: 

Child:  Emmett Alan Leis 

Baptismal Date:  August 29, 2021 

Parents:  Alan & Serena Leis (Nelson) 

Sponsors:  Kole Nelson & Jessie Hare 

Grandparents:  Kevin & Sarah Nelson 
Alan Leis, Sr. & Tammy Herth 

 

“May the Lord protect 

you precious one 

and Bless you every day 

that you may grow in peace 

and love and be one day, 

like his own dear Son” 
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HELP WANTED 
September, 2021 

 
 
 
 
 

Digital Communications Coordinator 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

 
Position:  Digital Communications Coordinator 

 
General Function:  The Digital Communications Coordinator (DCC) develops, implements, and oversees the 
internal and external digital communication of Trinity Lutheran Church (TLC).  The DCC equips staff to lead 
programs and connects members to the mission and ministry of TLC. 
 
Accountability:  This is a part-time, paid staff position, with supervision provided by the Senior Pastor. 
 
Time Commitment:  Flexible, as needed, averaging 5 hours per week, 50 weeks per year. 
 
Qualifications:  Requires demonstrated knowledge, skills, and experience in digital communication and  
administrative functions as stated herein.  Must be able to relate to, and work effectively with, staff, church 
members, volunteers, and others in a caring and supportive way that builds morale.  The DCC must be  
familiar with both Mac and PC devices, operating systems, platforms, video editing software and social media. 
 
Areas of Primary Responsibility 
 
Support, equip and empower staff and members to: 
 
1. Produce videos, picture montage, and other digital media for worship as requested. 
2. Coordinate live-stream events such as worship. 
3. Maintain TLC’s online presence through website and social media platforms. 
 
Expectations 
 
1. Maintain strict confidentiality regarding pastoral and other personal matters. 
2. Maintain an atmosphere of hospitality and warmth toward all who come into contact with the Church  
      Office. 
3. Perform specific duties and other assignments as needed. 
 
Skills Required 
 
       —Excellent interpersonal skills 
       —Strong oral and written communication skills 
       —Ability and desire to work as part of a team 
       —Strong organizational abilities 
       —Creative 
       —Ability to work independently 
 
NOTE:  Employment is governed by the “Personnel Policy Handbook” of Trinity Lutheran Church, Sparta, 
WI 
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HONORARIUMS 
September, 2021 

In Honor of Al & Jan Jenkins  
50th Wedding Anniversary from: 

Building Maintenance Fund 
Alice Olson 

Carol Thorsen 
Judy Schure 

PJ & Nancy Sikorsky 
Stephen Ministry Fund 

Judy Schure 
Endowment Fund 

Alton Ask 
North Wall Project Fund 

Bill & Mary Herrman 
Phil & Diane Dammen 
Building Capital Fund 
Jim & Barb Moorhead 

General Fund 
Patricia Heser 
Tootie Bernett 

MISSION MOMENT UPDATE 

Mission Moment 
ELCA Support for Community Gardens 
 

News Around the World 
The COVID-19 pandemic has had severe economic and social impacts on vulnerable  
communities around the world. This has increased food insecurity in places such as the  
El Bosque region in Chile.  
 
In response, the Educación Popular en Salud (Popular Education for Health) Foundation  
initiated a project with community health promoters and nutrition teams to cultivate home 
gardens, which has now evolved to include a community garden. In this video, you will hear 
these women gardeners speak about how they came together to sow hope and cultivate  
solidarity. Watch the video here.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wS4mWuidjg 

https://lacrosseareasynod.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=88821329416c1d8f7102de10e&id=b120720e53&e=d80dda9928
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wS4mWuidjg
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BABY CARE KIT UPDATE 

September, 2021 

Sandy Perry, Pauline Haug, Audrey Zebell and Jo Ellen Siver assembled and packed 63 baby 
care kits. That’s a record number for us.  
 
Thanks everyone for your generous donations to the baby care kit mission project. Rita 
Bernette donated t-shirts, sleepers, jackets, hand towels, soap and socks. Marie Grewal  
donated diapers, t-shirts, sleepers, jackets, hand towels, and socks. Audrey Zebell sewed  
receiving blankets. Sandy Perry and Gretchen Grewal donated soap.  Alice Olson donated  
t-shirts, flannel and knit material so that Jo Ellen could make nightgowns, diapers and  
receiving blankets.   
 
Joanne Benning knitted beautiful sweaters and caps. Adell Morton located and purchased  
flannel for the receiving blankets and donated socks, t-shirts, jackets, and sleepers. Sherry 
McClain created beautiful quilted receiving blankets and donated cotton knit fabric for night-
gowns. Soap, jackets, t-shirts and hand towels were placed in the bassinette, the donor’s 
names were not included. Please accept our grateful thanks. 
 
The boxed kits will be shipped with the quilts October 9th. 
 
Thank you everyone for all your help and support. 
 
Please remember that we work all year to accumulate enough inventory to assemble the kits 
that are shipped in October.  If you have any of the following items that you no longer need, 
please call JoEllen Siver at 608-487-4083 and I will be happy to pick them up. 
 
• Adult t-shirts or any knit shirts 
• flannel material, flannel or knit sheets 
• t-shirts size 6 to 24 Months or 2T 
• gowns, sweaters, jackets or footless sleepers size 6 to 24 Months or 2T 
• receiving blankets 

 
Thanks again for your help in achieving our goal of at least 60 kits. 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE 

September, 2021 

 Last month’s update indicated a new Stephen Ministry class would begin this fall.  
However, at our August Stephen Leaders meeting, it was decided that the next class 
will be postponed until we have at least one more person trained as a Stephen Leader. 
 
 Once we have more Stephen Leaders the people who were interested in  
becoming Stephen Ministers will be contacted and given applications. 
 
  As the temple talk on August 15, 2021 indicated, the Stephen Leader training is 
done online through the Bridge Leader’s Training Course. Skills are taught through a 
variety of teaching and learning methods - including presentation, group discussion, 
video, and skill practice activities - for an engaging, enjoyable, and productive training 
experience. 
 
 The Stephen Ministry display in Trinity’s entryway has information on how to  
become a Stephen Leader. You are invited to look it over. You can also find information 
on the Stephen Ministries St. Louis website: www.stephenministries.org. 
 
 Here are some quotes from people who took the Bridge Leader’s Training Course 
and became Stephen Leaders in their congregations: 
 
 “The organization and presentation of the Bridge Leader’s Training Course is 
excellent, with all the key points well explained and paced. I’m really looking forward to 
joining the Stephen Leader team in my congregation. Thank you.” 
John Woo, Retired, Oakland, California 
 
 “The Bridge Leader’s Training Course is an exceptionally well-done program 
with an impressive standard of professionalism. The material is world class, each  
session ran smoothly, and everything was firmly based in our Christian faith. I’m  
excited to get started as a Stephen Leader.” 
Bonny O’Mullane, Life Coach, Boonton, New Jersey 
 
 Please pray about God’s calling for you and a Stephen Leader role. With your help 
we can grow our Stephen Ministry program. 

http://www.stephenministries.org/
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MISSION ENDOWMENT 

September, 2021 

Make a Long Term Investment in God's Work at Trinity 

 

Have you remembered Trinity Lutheran Church Endowment Fund in your will or estate plan?   
When you make or revise your will or estate plan, or review your life insurance or retirement fund 
beneficiaries, please consider naming Trinity Lutheran Church Mission Endowment Fund as one  
of your beneficiaries. 
  
The Mission Endowment committee is tentatively planning for an opportunity for Trinity members to 
learn more about planned gift giving in late October. Watch for details in bulletins and weekly Trinity 
updates. Planned giving refers to gifts made either during a donor’s lifetime or as a legacy (charitable 
estate) gift, effective upon the donor’s death. 
 
Since 2011 the Trinity Mission Endowment fund has distributed $20,456.42 to important ministries  
in Sparta, our region, and worldwide as part of Trinity's mission. Additionally, these funds have  
contributed to Sugar Creek camp scholarships as well as college scholarships for our youth. By 
growing Trinity's Mission Endowment Fund through planned giving, we will help ensure that our  
ministry is able to continue this impact into the future, focusing on new opportunities to spread the 
gospel.  
 
Please join us this fall for an introduction to planning for a long term investment in Trinity's ministry 
through the endowment fund. Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Virginia has an hour long video that 
may be an initial orientation to gift planning offered by the ELCA regional gift planning program. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CwH0aXA9B4k.  
 
No matter your age or financial situation, now is a good time to review or create your estate plan. 
The use of the following sample bequest language will ensure that your legacy gift is directed  
appropriately: 
 

I hereby leave (percentage of estate/dollar amount/residue of my estate/percentage of residue)  
of my estate/trust to Trinity Lutheran Church Mission Endowment (612 N Water St., Sparta, WI), 
to be used in such a manner as outlined in the Trinity Lutheran Church Endowment Bylaws. 

 
If you have questions about the Trinity Mission Endowment Fund, contact Mark Baltz.  Cindy  
Halverson is our regional gift planner for the ELCA Foundation (cynthia.halverson@elca.org or  
773-380-2572).   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CwH0aXA9B4k


 17 

CAN YOU HELP—Lutheran Disaster Response—Haiti Crisis 

September, 2021 
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SUGAR CREEK BIBLE CAMP’S FALL FESTIVAL & QUILT AUCTION 

September, 2021 

Sugar Creek Bible Camp’s 
Fall Festival and Quilt Auction 

 
Auction—Craft Fair—5K Trail Run—Fun Walk 

 
Saturday, September 11, 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Great BBQ Pork Lunch, homemade pies, potato salad and many delicious treats… 

 
Country Store open all day with baked goods, crafts, quality silent auction gift baskets.   

Come enjoy a beautiful day and help support the ministries of 
Sugar Creek Bible Camp! 

5K Trail Run and Fun Walk 8 a.m.—Registration, 9 a.m. Start 

Country Store 8 a.m.—2 p.m. 

Craft Fair 9 a.m.—2 p.m. 

Quilt and Antique Auction 10 a.m.—2 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

LWR Boxcar Loading  

Sat, October 9, 7 - 11 am   

The  La Crosse area Lutheran World Relief Ingathering 

has been scheduled as above. Pull into the Boys and 

Girls Club parking lot at 1260 Clinton Street, La Crosse, 

WI, and keep driving straight ahead toward the railroad 

tracks. You should see the boxcar parked on the railroad 

tracks.  

Watch the Ingathering Facebook page for updates. 
Contact Jim Balow at 608-788-8408 w/ any questions. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sugar Creek Women’s Craft Retreats! 
 

Looking for a chance to get away to relax 
and craft to your heart’s content?   

Escape to Sugar Creek for one of their  
Women’s Craft Retreats!   

Bring a friend, or several, or your  
whole Circle!   

Retreats are schedule for September 30—
October 3 and November 11-14. 

 
Contact Sugar Creek for more details or to 

register:  608-734-3113 
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FOOD PANTRY 

September, 2021 

ACCOMPANISTS 

Date 

September 1 

September 8 

September 15 

September 22 

September 28  

September 29 

 

Volunteers 

Dennis & Carol Glaman 

Rita Bernette & JoEllen Siver 

Les Stanley & Jan Jenkins 

Audrey Zebell & Alice Olson 

Larry & Nila Larson 

Debbie Page & Julie Erickson 

 

Date 

September 5 

September 12 

September 19 

September 26 

Accompanist 

Wyatt Tripp 

Ann Kvale 

Adell Morton 

Worship Team 

Song Leader 

Mick Siver 

Ann Kvale 

Ann Kvale 

Worship Team 

MONEY COUNTERS 

Date 

September 7 (Tuesday) 

September 13 

September 20 

September 27 

 

Volunteers 

Linda Winterton—Dave Olson—Diane Dammen 

Fred Olsen—Nancy Oswald—Gail Baltz 

Alton Ask—Audrey Zebell—Bill McClain 

Carol Thorsen—Adell Morton—Brenda Degenhardt 

 


