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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

4th Sunday of Epiphany Lectionary 4 

January 31, 2021 

9:00 a.m. Worship – Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

 

Order of Worship 

 

Prelude 

Welcome 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,  

whose voice is upon the waters,  

whose mercy is poured out upon all people,  

whose goodness cascades over all creation.  

Amen. 

mailto:office@tlcsparta.org
http://www.tlcsparta.org/
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Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Holy God,  

you search us and know us.  

You are acquainted with all our ways.  

We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 

our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 

We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love.  

We distrust those who are not like us.  

We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come. 

Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone.  

Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them;  

receive them in your divine mercy. Amen. 

 

How vast is God’s grace! 

Through the power and promise of Christ Jesus, 

our sins are washed away 

and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 

Indeed, we are forgiven. 

In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 

we are called to be the beloved community 

living out Christ’s justice 

and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

 

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and 

continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak 

truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

Psalm 111 

 
1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, 

  in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 

 2Great are your works, O Lord, 

  pondered by all who delight in them. 

 3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, 

  and your righteousness endures forever. 

 4You cause your wonders to be remembered; 

  you are gracious and full of compassion.  

 5You give food to those who fear you, 

  remembering forever your covenant. 

 6You have shown your people the power of your works 

  in giving them the lands of the nations. 

 7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; 

  all of your precepts are sure. 

 8They stand fast forever and ever, 

  because they are done in truth and equity.  

 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; 

  holy and awesome is your name. 

 10The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 

  all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever.  
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Gospel: Mark 1.21-28 

 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered 

the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as 

one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a 

man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of 

Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of 

God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the 

unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They 

were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—

with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his 

fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 

 

Sermon 
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Let us offer to God both our praises and our petitions for all in need, responding to each 

prayer with the words “Hear us and help us.” 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, we praise you for sustaining the church during this difficult time. We pray 

that you give to all preachers and teachers the power of your prophetic Spirit, that their 

words will proclaim the comfort and challenge of Christ. Lead to yourself all those who 

have become captive to false prophets and empty promises; free them and embrace them 

in your mercy. 

A brief silence. 

O faithful God, we pray: 

Hear us and help us.  

Bountiful God, we praise you for continuously creating the earth and nourishing its 

creatures. We pray that you restore lands and waters that have been harmed by human 

misuse. Raise up advocates for an ecological way of life, and guide us toward an 

appropriate use of government in preserving the earth’s natural resources. 

A brief silence. 

O bountiful God, we pray: 

Hear us and help us.  

Ruling God, we praise you for an inauguration and the days following that were free from 

violence and marked by hope. We pray that you to give wisdom to our elected and 

appointed officials, to political parties, and to grassroots organizers, that in all things they 

endeavor to serve the common good. Guide our nation out of the ways of prejudice and 

into equality and justice for all. 

A brief silence. 

O ruling God, we pray: 

Hear us and help us.  
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Compassionate God, we praise you for each day of health and well-being, and we pray 

for all who are sick or suffering. Comfort those with mental illness or emotional distress, 

those institutionalized, or living on the streets, or residing in our homes. We praise you 

for the development of COVID-19 vaccines, and we pray for their fair and prompt 

distribution. Increase in our land a commitment to limit contagion to others. Visit all who 

have contracted the coronavirus and all who are experiencing the long-term effects of 

COVID-19. Strengthen medical workers and home health aides. Receive our prayers for 

those we name before you:  . . .  

A brief silence. 

O compassionate God, we pray: 

Hear us and help us.  

Reconciling God, we praise you for your Spirit of wisdom and concord. We pray for all 

who make ethical decisions, whether in homes, in churches, or in societies.  

Keep families from quarreling over which foods to eat. Instruct us when to preserve the 

past and when to institute change, when to maintain our own preferences and when to 

yield to others. 

A brief silence. 

O reconciling God, we pray: 

Hear us and help us.  

Gracious God, we give you praise for your continuous untold blessings, and we offer you 

now the petitions of our own hearts. 

A longer period of silence. 

O gracious God, we pray: 

Hear us and help us.  
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Eternal God, we praise you for your servants of time past whose words and actions have 

inspired our lives. We mourn those who have died of Covid-19. Unite us with all our 

beloved dead now through our memories and at the end of time in your presence. 

A brief silence. 

O eternal God, we pray: 

Hear us and help us.  

Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

loving care, for the sake of the one who dwells among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace 

Offering 

Special Music 

 

Offering Prayer 

 

O God, 

receive these gifts as you receive us: 

like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 

Nourish us anew in your tender care, 

and empower us in faithful service 

to tend to others with this same love, 

through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 

Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give you thanks, O God,  
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for in the beginning, you dreamed of a world that would be good— 

of mountains, valleys, and oceans; of the changing of seasons;  

of laughter and the magic of music; of a creation united with you in love. 

You dreamed of this world, O God, and you formed it into being.  

And when we, who bear your image in this world,  

turned away from you,  

you did not turn from us. Rather, in love, you held fast to your dream— 

working, shaping, and suffering to make it reality. 

And so we praise you with the faithful of every time and place.  

Ever-present God, your prophets dreamed of the day when you would tear the heavens 

and come down, and in Christ, their dream became reality.   

Come down now, we pray, upon this bread and cup  

and make them be for us the body and blood of Jesus Christ;  

Who at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to 

them saying, “This is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup and gave it to them saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 

my blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Great is the mystery of faith. Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Creating God, send your Spirit upon your people that we too may dream your dream— 

of the lion lying down with the lamb, of justice rolling like a mighty river,  

of swords beaten into plowshares, of prisoners set free.  

May we dream your dream, and then, as we wake, empower us with your Spirit, and 

work to make your dream reality. Form us with your dream, everlasting God, we pray. 

Amen.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Communion 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our 

journey.  Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your 

good news and serve others in your name. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 

comforter ☩ keep you in peace. Amen. 
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Go in peace. Show the light and love of Christ. Thanks be to God! 


