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 Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

May 3, 2020; Fourth Sunday of Easter 

9:00 a.m. Worship – Live streaming on Facebook 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 
 

Loved, Chosen, Sent 

 

Order of Worship 

 

Prelude 

 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed, alleluia!  

 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed, alleluia!  

 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed, alleluia!  

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

 

We are gathered in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

In the beginning the Spirit of God moved over the waters and with words of life the 

Creator’s world was made. When Eve and Adam were created, you provided them with 

flowing waters that nourished the land. 

We thank you, O God, that through water and your Spirit, you call us your beloved 

and fill us with grace and love. 
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When Hagar and her son cried out to you for mercy, you provided a well of water. When 

Miriam sought protection for her brother Moses, she placed him in your river. 

We thank you, O God, that through water and your Spirit, you call us your beloved 

and fill us with grace and love. 

When the women, children and men of your people Israel gathered at the edge of the Red 

Sea, you parted the waters and led them to freedom. When the servant girl’s master 

Naaman needed healing you cleansed him in the river Jordan. 

We thank you, O God, that through water and your Spirit, you call us your beloved 

and fill us with grace and love. 

When Mary greeted Elizabeth, Jesus and John leapt in the waters of their mother’s 

wombs. When Jesus came to the river, his cousin John baptized him and your words 

resounded, ‘this is my son, my beloved; with him I am well pleased.’ 

We thank you, O God, that through water and your Spirit, you call us your beloved 

and fill us with grace and love. 

At Jacob’s well the woman heard your promise of living water and joyfully witnessed to 

her whole village. At Philippi, your servant, Lydia led prayer by the river and was 

baptized with her whole household by Paul. 

We thank you, O God, that through water and your Spirit, you call us your beloved 

and fill us with grace and love. 

You gave John a vison of the waters we long for—where tears and death and pain are no 

more, the streams make glad the city of God and the waters grow trees with leaves for the 

healing of the nations. We thank you, O God, for the gift of baptism whose waters 

nourish, protect, free, heal, nurture, save us. 

We thank you for baptism that joins us together in Christ by the Spirit’s power. 

Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day: Messiah, Jesus, your followers established churches in communities 

near and far. Take us outside of ourselves and teach us to give away what you have given 

to us. Show us how to witness to your presence in places near and far. Amen.  

Reading: Acts 17.1-9 

 
1After Paul and Silas had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 

Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2And Paul went in, as was his 

custom, and on three sabbath days argued with them from the scriptures, 3explaining and 

proving that it was necessary for the Messiah to suffer and to rise from the dead, and 

saying, "This is the Messiah, Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you." 4Some of them were 

persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout Greeks and not a 

few of the leading women. 5But the Jews became jealous, and with the help of some 

ruffians in the marketplaces they formed a mob and set the city in an uproar. While they 

were searching for Paul and Silas to bring them out to the assembly, they attacked Jason's 

house. 6When they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some believers before the 

city authorities, shouting, "These people who have been turning the world upside down 

have come here also, 7and Jason has entertained them as guests. They are all acting 

contrary to the decrees of the emperor, saying that there is another king named 

Jesus." 8The people and the city officials were disturbed when they heard this, 9and after 

they had taken bail from Jason and the others, they let them go. 

 

Reading: 1Thessalonians 1.1-10 

 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace. 
2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 

constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love 

and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters 

beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you 

not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as  
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you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you 

became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word 

with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers 

in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not 

only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, 

so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report about us 

what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to 

serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 

the dead — Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

 

Sermon 
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Prayers 

 

Pastor: Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of 

God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

 

From the Assembly: Shepherding God, we thank you for the educational ministries of 

your church, and all who teach and learn in our community. We give thanks for their 

wisdom and passion to teach and learn, even when things are so different right now as we 

live during this pandemic. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

From the Assembly: Creating God, we praise you for those who maintain and operate 

farm equipment, for those who plant and harvest crops, for local farmers’ markets, and 

for those involved in agriculture of any kind. Strengthen their hands as they feed the 

world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

From the Assembly: Guiding God, no one should be in want. Bid the nations to return to 

your paths of righteousness and inspire our leaders to walk in your ways, so that all may 

have the opportunity to live abundantly and sustainably. Be with our leaders, grant them 

wisdom and compassion for all people. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

From the Assembly: Comforting God, you carry us tenderly. We pray for those who 

walk through dark valleys overshadowed by anxiety and overwhelmed with suffering, 

especially all who are ill, with the corona virus, with other illness, all who have lost jobs, 

all who are hurting. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

From the Assembly: Nurturing God, you desire justice for the hungry. Bless advocacy 

work, food pantries, and feeding ministries in our congregation. May none of our 

neighbors lack for basic needs. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

From the Assembly: Everlasting God, your beloved have heard your voice; you have 

called them by name and guided them to your side in death. We thank you for their lives 

of faithful witness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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From the Assembly:  Lord, You are a God of hope, a God of healing.  Continue to  

work through our Stephen Ministers as they bring Your hope and healing to those in need 

of it.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we 

pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Offering: Thank you to all who have continued to support our mission at Trinity. Our 

good work has carried on. While we have not had the opportunity to contribute through 

the passing of the plate, there are many options for giving. Please see the website: 

www.tlcsparta.org for more information. 

Special Music: Jenna Martin 

 

Offering Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:  

 
Let us pray . . . 

Gracious God, in the abundance of your steadfast love, you call us from death to life, from silence 

to speech, from idleness to action. With these gifts we offer ourselves to you, and with the Church 

through all the ages we give thanks for your saving love in Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us 

to pray . . . 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 

evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing: 

 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 

raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 

and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

http://www.tlcsparta.org/
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Sending: 

 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 

Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For April 19th: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $7904.10 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $319.90 


