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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

1st Sunday of Advent 

November 28, 2021 – 8:15 and 10:30 am 

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta) 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

 
Prelude 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship: Jeremiah 31.31-34 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant 
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt — a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 
says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel  
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after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer 
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for they  
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 
We light this first candle for hope. 
 
After the candle is lit:  
 
O come, O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel. 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel. 
 
Let us pray . . .Emmanuel, all signs say the time of your arrival draws near, but it 
is so hard to recognize your coming. Reveal yourself to us now through Spirit and 
Word, that we might live this season in our very beings. Amen. 
 
Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #257, vs 1-4 
 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: 
 in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way.  

Refrain 
 
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Sinai's height 
 in ancient times you gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 
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4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan's tyranny; 
 from depths of hell your people save, and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  

Refrain 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to 
the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Special Music 
 
Reading: Jeremiah 33.14-16 
 
14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made 
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I 
will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem 
will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our 
righteousness.” 
 
Gospel: Luke 21.25-36 
 
[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the 
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the 
waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son 
of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when these things 
begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon 
as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already  
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near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the 
kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 
all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
not pass away. 
  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 
whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
Sermon 
 
Prayers 
 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 
yearn for God’s presence. 
A brief silence. 
 
God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to proclaim 
the message of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to recognize your 
face in all people and in all of creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the wind 
and the waves, be a healing balm to our wounded planet.  May we nurture what 
you have lovingly created.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all peoples of 
the earth. Give a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in our 
communities.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come to all 
who await births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, healing, 
and life transitions of every kind. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from 
destructive storms. We pray for those whose lives have been upended by natural 
disasters, for the work of Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran World Relief, 
and other relief organizations. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints who 
journeyed with us and now abide in you. Even in distress and uncertainty, make 
us confident that your promises endure forever.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these 
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this 
simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
Most High God, you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy 
and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. Amen. 
 
Hymn: My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness #251 
 
1 My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; I sing my Savior's praise! 
 You looked upon my lowliness, and I am full of grace. 
 Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age this blessing shall proclaim— 
 great wonders you have done for me, and holy is your name. 
 
2 To all who live in holy fear your mercy ever flows. 
 With mighty arm you dash the proud, their scheming hearts expose. 
 The ruthless you have cast aside, the lowly throned instead; 
 the hungry filled with all good things, the rich sent off unfed. 
 
3 To Israel, your servant blest, your help is ever sure; 
 the promise to our parents made their children will secure. 
 Sing glory to the Holy One, give honor to the Word, 
 and praise the Pow'r of the Most High, one God, by all adored. 
 
Sending 
 
Go in peace. Christ is near!  
Thanks be to God! 
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DECEMBER WORSHIP SERVICES 

 

December 5th 

8:15 in the sanctuary  

10:30 in the sanctuary and live-streaming 

 

December 12th 

8:15 in the sanctuary  

10:30 in the sanctuary and live-streaming 

 

December 19th 

8:15 in the sanctuary 

10:30 Sunday School Christmas Program and live-streaming 

 

December 24th 

(tentative Christmas Eve schedule) 

1:00 pm in the sanctuary 

3:00 pm in the sanctuary 

5:00 pm in the sanctuary 

7:00 pm in the sanctuary 

(also live-streaming) 

 

December 25th 

9:00 in the sanctuary and live-streaming 

 

December 26th 

9:00 in the sanctuary and live-streaming 
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 For November 14th: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $3572.50 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $127.00 

 


