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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 9, 2021  

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  

 

 

Order of Worship 
 
Prelude 
Welcome 
 
Prayer for Mothers’ Day 
 
To the Moms Who Are 
To the Moms who are struggling, to those filled with incandescent joy. 
To the Moms who are remembering children who have died,  
and pregnancies that miscarried. 
To the Moms who decided other parents were the best choice for their babies,  
to the Moms who adopted those kids and loved them fierce. 
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To those experiencing frustration or desperation in infertility. 
To those who knew they never wanted kids,  
and the ways they have contributed to our shared world. 
To those who mothered colleagues, mentees, neighborhood kids,  
and anyone who needed it. 
To those remembering Moms no longer with us. 
To those moving forward from Moms who did not show love,  
or hurt those they should have cared for. 
Today is a day to honor the unyielding love and care for others we call 
'Motherhood,' wherever we have found it and in whatever ways we have found to 
cultivate it within ourselves. 
- Hannah Kardon, Pastor at Elston Avenue United Methodist Church 
 
Let us pray. . . Triune God, whose will it is that humans live in community, bless 
family life everywhere and fill all homes with respect, joy, laughter, and prayer. 
Strengthen the commitment of husbands and wives to one another, that they may 
mirror your covenant faithfulness; pour out your Spirit on parents, today, O Lord, 
especially mothers, that through them their children may taste your 
unconditional love; and empower all family members to live in your grace and 
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Psalm 98 
 
1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, 
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
 

2O Lord, you have made known your victory, 
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
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4Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
 

5Sing to the Lord with the harp, 
with the harp and the voice of song. 
  
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
shout with joy before the king, the Lord. 
 
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
the world and those who dwell therein. 
 
8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,  
who comes to judge the earth. 
 
9The Lord will judge the world with righteousness 
and the peoples with equity.  
 
Song: My Song is Love Unknown 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you 
above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we 
can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Gospel: John 15.9-17 
 
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 
love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things 
to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you 
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 
have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give 
you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that 
you may love one another.” 
 
Sermon 
 
Prayers for Healing 
Those of you who sense the need for God’s healing in any aspect of your life, are 
inviting to come forward to receive prayer and anointing.  
Those of us who are worshiping on-line are invited to receive this prayer, and to 
make the sign of the cross on your forehead using olive oil. 
 
Prayers 
 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 
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Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds 
among all Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving 
thanks for the life and witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the 
church and hymnwriter.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill 
the earth with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and 
sky, burrowing and soaring, may call us to join with them in praise.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. 
Plant your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so 
that the peoples of the world may live in peace.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with 
those who are sick or suffering (especially). Provide for those needing homes or 
medical care and point us towards life-changing responses to these needs in our 
own communities.   Be with the dying (especially).  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and 
mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers 
who grieve, those who grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who 
have never known a loving mother.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We 
remember with thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives 
(especially).   Keep us united with them in your lasting love.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your 
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
 
Offering 
 

But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to get 
wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your ancestors,  
as he is doing today.  (Deuteronomy 8.18) 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your 
table.  Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send 
us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our 
hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful 
witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen 
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Song: Now, All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 
 
Sending 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For April 25, 2021: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $4421.50 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $227.00 
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