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God’s Love-Our Hearts-God’s Work-Our Hands

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JOSH...

Grace and peace to you,

February means my favorite church season of the year is quickly approaching. Valentines Day,
February 14™ marks Ash Wednesday this year, and the beginning of Lent. For me the forty days
of Lent are some of the most meaningful days of the year.

You may be asking why Lent, a season of darkness and solemnity would be my favorite church
season with so many to choose from.

Lent is a season of reflection and preparation. It is a time for us to slow down and reflect on our
relationship with God and one another. Traditionally Christians have given something up as a
spiritual discipline for Lent, but it is also traditional to use Lent to take on a new practice in
strengthening our relationship with God.

Finally Lent is a reminder of our mortality and our need for God. A reminder that we cannot do it
all on our own, and we cannot save ourselves. But a reminder also that we serve a God on whom
we can lean, who was willing to lay down his own life that we might live. Many Christians wish to
rush through Lent to Easter, but | am reminded that without Lent and Holy Week there is no
Easter.

| encourage you to live in the slowness, intentionality, and sorrow of Lent so that the Joy of Easter
might be all the greater having pondered our need for resurrection.

What are you giving up or taking on this Lent?

I will be once more studying daily Walt Wangerin Jr.’s devotional “Reliving the Passion,” as he
daily reflects on Jesus’ journey to the cross in Mark. If you are looking for a Lenten practice, |
would highly recommend this book as a way to daily connect with scripture in this season.

Blessings to you as we embark on this journey through Lent together.

~PJ
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The celebration continues. February's
Heritage Sunday will be February 11 with
Reverend Matthew Toso here as our
returning minister and coffee hour to
; follow. Come and share the fellowship
v with him. The focus of the monthly

display is past directories.

“JOYFUL PAST—FAITHFUL FUTURE”
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the church where they are needed most.

In celebration of Trinity’s 150 years the congregation plans to give, for the future of the church, to the ELCA Fund
for Leaders. These funds help make seminary more affordable and give future ministers the opportunity to serve

During the next few months, leading up to our service and celebration at Norskedalen in August, we will be sharing
information about the Fund for Leaders and asking for contributions to this gift for the church.

Checks should be made out to Trinity Lutheran Church with Fund for Leaders in the memo line. Thank you.

NS

The Stewardship Committee is in the process of finalizing
our Fall Appeal. We want to thank the 152 households
who have returned their Intent card. This aids the
Council in preparing next year's budget. We thank the
70 households who returned their Time and Talent card.
This aids our staff when seeking individuals to serve in
many ways. We also thank the multitude of volunteers
who step up to help when needed, often without
recognition. And finally, we thank the households who
provide extra financial benefits to the church, again
often without recognition. Glory be to God!

For Your Information—Please be advised that
the yellow communion cards DO NOT need to
be filled out every time there is communion. As
long as you fill out 1 card per year, that’s all
that is required to be a voting member of this
congregation. If you have any concerns or
questions regarding this, please contact the
church office. Thank you!
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2024 LENTEN & HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

PLEASE JOIN US EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING DURING THE
LENTEN SEASON
DINNER AT 5:30 PM AND WORSHIP AT 6:45 PM

February 14th—Ash Wednesday
February 21st—Lent
February 28th—Lent

March 6th—Lent
March 13th—Lent
March 20th—Lent
March 28th—Maundy Thursday
March 29th—Good Friday
March 31st—Easter Sunday

WITH LENTEN SEASON FAST APPROACHING, WE ARE IN NEED OF
ICE CREAM BUCKETS WITH LIDS FOR THE SOUP SUPPERS.
IF YOU HAVE ICE CREAM BUCKETS LAYING AROUND THAT
YOU’RE LOOKING TO GET RID OF, PLEASE DROP THEM OFF
WITH MYRT IN THE CHURCH OFFICE.

f A\ THANK YOU! / h\

MercCiful God, acCompahy our journey through these forty days.
TRenew us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who
are poor, praYy for those ih heed, fast from self-indulgence, ahd
above all that we may fihd our treasure in the life of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and [Lord, who lives and reighs with you and
the Holy Spirit, ohe God, how and forever. Amen.
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MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND UPDATE

ENDOWMENT FUND

Are you still working on your New Year's resolution? According to a recent CNN report, about
40% of us set one or more New Year's resolutions and nearly half of us will be successful in 6
months. Keys to success: make it specific, make it possible, make it meaningful.

The truth is that many of us make resolutions that do have a lasting impact on us individually
and on the things, we care about most.

Maybe you made a resolution to give more of your time, talent, and monetary gifts in 2024.
Trinity is always looking for members who will share their expertise and time by volunteering.
When it comes to monetary gifts, there are many ways to plan your gift so that it best matches
your circumstances. Consider these five ways:

* Bequest: Consider a bequest of some percentage of your estate.
Sample bequest language: I .......to Trinity Lutheran Church, (address) for its Endowment

Fund.

* Beneficiary designation: Name (congregation/endowment fund name) as a % beneficiary of
your retirement account or insurance policy.

* Qualified Charitable Distribution from an IRA: Consider a Charitable IRA Rollover which
may provide a mechanism for transferring your annual Required Minimum Distribution to
charitable organizations. The SECURE Act, signed into law on December 20, 2019, brings
some changes to giving through an IRA. Consult your financial planner or contact Cynthia
Halverson, ELCA Foundation regional gift planner at cynthia.halverson@elca.org or
414-544-2008

* Life Income Agreements: Charitable Gift Annuities and Charitable Remainder Trusts can be
wonderful solutions for donors who wish to support their church and or other ministries in a
substantial way but are concerned about having resources they need in retirement. Benefits
may include payments for life, possible tax benefits, and remainder gift to charity.

* Cash, appreciated securities or real estate may allow you to make an impact on the ministry
of our church today.

A planned gift may enable you to make a more significant gift to Trinity Lutheran than you ever thought possible
while at the same time advancing your financial and estate planning goals. The ELCA Foundation can help you
choose the option that is right for you and the ministries you wish to support. Cynthia Halverson, ELCA Foundation
regional gift planner, is available to meet with you to explore further how you might support the ministry of Trinity
Lutheran through a planned gift. Contact Cindy at cynthia.halverson@elca.org or 414-544-2008, or Mark Baltz
baltzl@icloud.com or 608-633-9529
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Did you know?
Where Does Your Offering Go?

MISSION SUPPORT o

ELCA members in more than 9,300 congregations in the United
States and Caribbean give approximately $1.75 billion in regular
offering to support ELCA ministries in their local communities and
worldwide.

When people give through their local Y
congregations, a percentage of that

money is then shared with the local

synod and the national churchwide

organization. This unrestricted giving,

called Mission Support, gives us both the
foundation and the fuel to do God’s work in

the world and a portion of the gifts circle back to
support ministries in synods and local congregations.

The La Crosse Area Synod forwards 46% of the Mission Support received
to ELCA Churchwide ministries including support of:

ELCA World Hunger e 7 ELCA Seminaries and 26 ELCA
Lutheran Disaster Response Colleges & Universities

Young Adults in Global Mission & Fund for Leaders Scholarships
International Partnerships Social Justice & Ethnic-Specific networks
Worship, discipleship, stewardship, & and resources for action

prayer resource development

Together, with your generous Mission Support, we are faithfully
Cultivating Life-Giving Relationships Rooted in God’s Love. Thank you!
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December 10, 2023 December 17, 2023 December 24, 2023 December 31, 2023
General fund giving, General fund giving, General fund giving, General fund giving,
including Simply Giving, | including Simply Giving, | including Simply Giving, | including Simply Giving,
is $5728.81 is $6185.19 is $4872.30 is $16461.65
Designated fund giving, Designated fund giving, Designated fund giving, Designated fund giving,
including Simply Giving, | including Simply Giving, | including Simply Giving, | including Simply Giving,
is $1702.50 is $1066.85 is $150.00 is $83.00

January 7, 2024 January 14, 2024 January 21, 2024
General fund giving, General fund giving, General fund giving,
including Simply Giving, | including Simply Giving, | including Simply Giving,
is $12754.02 is $4012.07 is $9806.49
Designated fund giving, Designated fund giving, Designated fund giving,
including Simply Giving, | including Simply Giving, | including Simply Giving,
is $412.00 is $231.25 is $364.70

MARY CIRCLE

Mary Circle will meet Monday,
February 5t (first Monday) and
Monday, February 19" (third
Monday) at 6:30 in the Shalom
Room. We are using the book
Liturgy of the Ordinary
by Tish Harrison Warren
for our Bible study this year.
Contact Barb Moorhead
(487-3721) with questions.
New people are always
welcome to Mary Circle!

JOY CIRCLE

Thursday, February 8th
at 10:00 am
in the Shalom Room
Contact Julee Hopkins with
guestions
(608-269-2808)

PLEASE
JOINUS

SHALOM CIRCLE

Thursday, February 8th,
at 1:30 pm
at MaryCrest
Contact Adell Morton with
questions
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February 4
9:00 am worship with communion

February 11
9:00 am worship
(Pastor Matt Toso guest Pastor
for our 150th Celebration)
February 18
9:00 am worship with communion
(communion for homebound)
(loose change offering)

February 25
9:00 am worship

>

iz
Coffee Fellowship

We are still in need of servers. The sign up sheet is in
the Narthex. If you can help, sign up on a Sunday that
works with your schedule.

Thank you.

Servers for the month of February are:

February 4—Opportunity to serve
February 11—150th Celebration
February 18—Opportunity to serve
February 25—Opportunity to serve

February, 2024

Thank you for purchasing flowers for the
altar in February:

February 4: Jean Hays
February 11: Ron & Pauline Haug
February 18: Opportunity to purchase
February 25: Opportunity to purchase

The flower sign up sheet for 2024 is up and ready for
you to sign up. It’s located by the elevator by the
church office. The cost is only $15.00.

CHURCH COUNCIL
Tuesday, February 13th at 6:30 p.m.

TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE
Articles for the March edition are due to Myrt
by no later than noon on Tuesday,

February 20th. The Tidings Team will be in
on Friday, February 23rd, to assemble them.




If you have any prayer
requests, please contact
Jonelle Intihar,
our prayer group
coordinator at

Jonelle@theintihars.com

Ladies Brzakfas ¢
Ladies, please mark your calendars for the 1st
Tuesday of every month at 9:00 a.m. and
join us for a Ladies Breakfast at
Super Restaurant. We will enjoy breakfast

together as well as each others company.
Hope to see you there!

February, 2024

FEBRUARY QUILTING SCHEDULE

February 1st, 15th, and 29th
8:30—Noon
PLEASE JOIN US!!!

January Funerals

Ty Morton
DOD: January 1, 2024
Funeral: January 10, 2024

Holly Peterson
DOD: January 10, 2024
Funeral: January 20, 2024

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life.”

John 3:16
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT TRINITY...

Fasting Book Discussion
convened by Cynthia Lockington
Eat, Fast, Feast by Jay W. Richards
Next Meeting: Sunday, February 4 at 10:30

“In this innovative spiritual guide Jay Richards
helps readers revolutionize their physical and
spiritual health with a research-backed guide to
fasting. He invites Christians to recover the fasting
lifestyle our spiritual ancestors maintained for
more than 1,500 years, combining religious
heritage with the latest science on fasting for
physical wellness. Richards offers a six-week plan
to help modern believers reclaim their spiritual
roots and kickstart a healthy lifestyle. The result is
a manifesto for the physical, mental and spiritual
benefits of fasting - and a reclamation of a
centuries-old practice.”
(Paraphrased from book jacket)

Group will be discussing through “Week One” at
our next meeting. Anyone with questions in
advance can call me 517-267-0090

LADIES OF WELCA

There will be a meeting after church on
February 4 to decide on our distribution of
funds to the various mission projects we wish to
support. If you would like to participate in
“distributing the wealth”, please put the date on
your calendar and show up in the Shalom Room
after worship. Bring your coffee and treats along!
Hope to see you there! Shalom!

PLEASE JOIN usii

IN ACTION

Faith in Action of Monroe County

Winter Warm Up
Fundraiser
Soup Supper-Raffles-Prizes & more!

Tuesday, February 6th from 5-7 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church
$3.00 per person or Free Will Donation

HOLY BAPTISM
Please welcome into God's family:
January 21, 2024

Eloise Dawn Dickman
Parents: Kameron & Megan Dickman
Sponsors: Amanda Pena and Jerrett Dickman

Through water and the word you have
become a child of God and are sealed as
Christ’s own forever
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I wish to thank my fellow members of Trinity for
helping me celebrate my 9oth birthday. The cards,

visits and cookies were so appreciated. I would like to thank Pastor Josh for the visits and
thank those of you who remembered me with
Shirley Vandervort prayers, greeting cards, and well wishes while

I was ill and in the hospital.

Dave Olson

In Loving Memory of Lois Robaczewski from:

\ / Paul & Nicole Robaczewski—General Fund \ ;
s 7 i! Alton Ask—Endowment Fund s % ;g
— Patricia Heser—General Fund -
Carol Thorsen—General Fund

In Loving Memory of Ty Morton from:

AN gy
M Mick & Jo Ellen Siver—Building Fund M

Al & Jan Jenkins—Endowment Fund

In Loving Memory of Patricia Huizenga from:

Al & Jan Jenkins—Endowment Fund

In Loving Memory of Shirley Hobson & Byron Brandau from:

Beverly Brandau—Food Pantry

In Loving Memory of our parents, Melvin and JuliaAnn Janzen and brother Jay Janzen from:

Kie & Kathy Janzen—General Fund

27 Peace | Igave with gou; my peace [ give gou. | do not give to you as thg world gives. Po
not lgt gour hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 28 "Jou heard me say, 'l am going
away and | am ecoming back to gou.' If you loved me, you would be glad that [ am going to
the Father, for the Father is greater than . 29 | have told you now beforg it happens, so that
when it dogs happen you will beligve.

John 14: 27-29
10
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EDUCATION, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY

February/March 2024 Faith Formation Schedule:

Sunday, 2/4:

Wednesday, 2/7:

Sunday, 2/11:

Wednesday, 2/14:

Sunday, 2/18:

Wednesday, 2/21:

Sunday, 2/25:

Wednesday, 2/28:

Sunday, 3/3:

Wednesday, 3/6:

Sunday, 3/10:

Wednesday, 3/13:

Sunday, 3/17:

Wednesday, 3/20:

Sunday, 3/24:

Wednesday, 3/27:

Thursday, 3/28:
Friday, 3/29:
Saturday, 3/30:

Sunday, 3/31:

Worship @ 9:00
4G @ 10:00

7:00 — 8:15 p.m.

Worship @ 9:00
4G @ 10:00

Ash Wednesday
Lenten/Mentor Meal, 5:30 — 6:30 p.m.
Worship @ 6:45 p.m. (Jim’s 9th grade group leads worship)

Worship @ 9:00
4G @ 10:00

Lenten/Mentor Meal, 5:30 — 6:30 p.m.
Worship @ 6:45 p.m. (Sarah & Michelle’s gth grade group leads worship)

Worship @ 9:00
4G @ 10:00

Lenten/Mentor Meal, 5:30 — 6:30 p.m.
Worship @ 6:45 p.m. (Wendy’s 8t grade group leads worship)

Worship @ 9:00
4G @ 10:00

Lenten/Mentor Meal, 5:30 — 6:30 p.m.
Worship @ 6:45 p.m. (Missy’s 8th grade group & Ken’s 7th grade group lead
worship)

Worship @ 9:00
4G @ 10:00

Lenten/Mentor Meal, 5:30 — 6:30 p.m.
Worship @ 6:45 p.m. (Sherrie’s 8th grade group leads worship)

Worship @ 9:00
4G @ 10:00

Lenten/Mentor Meal, 5:30 — 6:30 p.m.
Worship @ 6:45 p.m. (Lindsey & Jackie’s 7th grade group leads worship)

Palm Sunday Worship @ 9:00 a.m.
Palm Sunday Breakfast/Egg Hunt

NO CLASS due to Holy Week
Maundy Thursday Worship (TBA)
Good Friday Worship (TBA)
Easter Vigil (TBA)

Easter Sunday Worship (TBA)
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Lent is coming, & we want you to be a part of this journey as we follow Jesus
to the cross. Join us every Wednesday evening beginning on Ash Wednesday,
2/14, for a great meal & meaningful worship!

Our NOLA Youth Gathering Team of youth & adults will be hosting the Lenten
suppers each week. We will kick off with taco boats on Ash Wednesday, 2/14.
Watch the bulletin for ways you can donate, etc., & you can also reach out to

Michelle. Py Yyeyy YO
A Yy

el’s gel
fesgd

)
rt"j“ Yy LA 11

NOLA Youth Gathering Fundraiser
SAVE THE DATE!! Sunday, March 17
March Madness is coming!

Join the fun!!
5:30 p.m. Chili cookoff & dessert bakeoff
6:30 p.m. Selection Sunday

*(More details to come with all of the important info)*

POSITIVE, ENCOURAGING

KLOVE

K-LOVE ROCKS!! Positive, Encouraging

Tune in at 100.1, or get the app on your phone! I promise listening to it will make your day better! In our
highs & lows, this Christian, positive & encouraging radio station is the BEST!! After you listen, please let
Michelle know what has become one of your favorite songs. We’d like to start incorporating some of them
into various happenings here at Trinity!

K-LOVE Challenges each week: GO MAD Monday — Go out and Make a Difference for Someone! How
are you going to show kindness? Feel Good Friday — How has someone made you feel better? How can
you make someone’s life better?

12
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EDUCATION, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY—February DEVO

Live in Grace — Walk in Love
Don’t just talk about love. Walk in love.

“As God’s chosen people, holy & dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness, & patience. -Colossians 3:12

What do you need to do to refocus on the simple things today?

How can you step out in love & confidence in every aspect of your life?

Where can you find evidence of Jesus in your life, & how can it inspire you to put your faith into action?
Who do you need to focus your love toward today?

“I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

-Romans 8:38-39

What success or failure has been getting in the way of your experiencing God’s deep love for you?

“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.” -
Romans 15:7

Who’s on the opposite side of the table from you in your world? What’s your first step to building
connection with them?

What secret act of love can you do for someone today?

What can you do today to become more available for loving others?

What would you do differently today if you believed that love never ran out?

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres.” -1 Corinthians 13: 4-7

Who can you show up for today?

Who could you love better without worrying how they’ll respond?

What would be different if cared less about your image & more about loving others?

What role do you play in the body of Christ?

Where is your favorite place to find rest?

Live in Grace — Walk in Love

13
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Birthday Blessings

Anniversary Blessings

02/01 | James Cook, Christie Harris 02/05 | James & Patti Syverson
02/03 | Wendy Swanson 02/13 | Dan & Kristy Theirl
02/04 | Brooks Intihar, Bentley Lueck, 02/22 | Hector & Renee Gavilan
Bret Von Ruden - - .
02/05 | Patti Christopherson, Liam Savall, - il o
Maureen Sullivan ‘Happg Blr’thdag
02/07 | Grayson Garske &
02/09 | Charlie Anderson fﬂnnivzrsarg Wl $b{Z$
02/10 | Hope Blodgett-Myers, Madisynn Bolen,
Sheila Ladwig, Eileen Rasmussen 4@ L .
02/11 | Bob Clark, Aubree Kast, Tammy Oppriecht -8 Wlelng goa an amaZlng gear
02/12 Krista Sherin, Marsha Smith fll]gd Wlth ]OVQ & 109 I
02/13  Joslyn Rewey God Blszss goul
02/14 | Keith Davison, Dylan Sprain - A o -
02/15 | Kelsey Baker, John Greenwell,
Matthew Smith ;
02/16 | Ava Erickson, Vince Olson, Connie Slotten “The Lord bless you and .
keep you; the Lord make his
02/17 | Douglas Cable, Nila Larson, Zac Pierce, face shine on you and
Kristina Sagehorn, Carol Thorsen be gracious to you; the Lord
02/18 | Greta Gasner, Wyatt Morrow turn his face toward
you and give you peace.”
02/19  |Kayla Fabry 7
NUMBERS 6:24-26
02/20 | Diane Dammen, Ella Manske
02/21 | Judy Schure
02/23 | Elizabeth Anderson, Barb Moorhead
02/24 | Hadley Deters, Patrick Larson,
Beth Mickelson
02/25 | Leslie Hove, Seth Kenyon, Adam Mickelson
02/26 | Kennedi Bolen
02/27  |Holly Larsen, Emma Rewey
02/28 | Eldie Erickson, Pauline Haug,
Matthew Stoffregen, Vicki Strait

If you do not see your name on the birthday/anniversary
list, it means that your information is not inputted in our
church software system. Please contact Myrt in the
church office to add this information if your name is not
listed and your birthday and/or anniversary is in the
month of February. On the other hand, if you see
someone on this list and it is not accurate, could you also
contact Myrt and let her know so that she can make any
necessary changes in our system. Thank you!

L

14
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UPCOMING SERVING SCHEDULES

GREETERS
February 4: Phil & Diane Dammen
February 11: Siri Donskey
February 18: Jerry & Julie Ender
February 25: Youth

PEW RESTOCKING
February—Karen Edwards
March—Heather Brandau
April—Bonnie Amundson

READERS
February 4: Wyatt Tripp
February 11: Trevor Tripp
February 18: Doug Dengel
February 25: Youth

MONEY COUNTING
Feb. 5: Linda Winterton-Dave Olson-Diane Dammen
Feb. 12: Fred Olsen-Nancy Oswald-Gail Baltz
Feb. 19: Alton Ask-Audrey Zebell-Adell Morton
Feb. 26: Carol Thorsen-Adell Morton-Brenda
Degenhardt

COUNTERS

COMMUNION SERVERS

NURSING HOME BULLETIN DELIVERY

February 4: Larry & Nila Larson & Alice Olson Date: Morrow Home: Rolling Hills:
February 18: Jim & Barb Moorhead & Feb.2 Connie Jerome Ron & Pauline Haug
Gary Peterson Feb.9 Doug Dengel Cynthia Lockington
Feb. 16 Larry & Lana Zwiefel Karen Edwards
Feb. 23 Evie Rust Karen Wall
THE SUNDAY
BULLETIN
MUSIC FOOD PANTRY
Accompanist Special Music:
Feb.7: Les Stanley & Sharon Nelson
Feb. 4: Adell Morton Alleluia Choir Feb. 14: Sharon Nelson & Sheila Abbott
Feb. 11: Adell Morton Feb. 21: Donna Boland & Anita Jensen
Feb. 14: Adell Morton Feb. 27 (Tues. evening): Larry & Nila Larson
Feb. 18: Virginia Bolin Feb. 27: Rita Bernette & Audrey Zebell
Feb. 21: Virginia Bolin
Feb. 25: Wyatt Tripp Bell Choir
Feb. 28: Virginia Bolin

ALTAR FLOWERS
February—Dennis & Carol Glaman
March—Gary & Betty Peterson
April—Bonnie Amundson

Pick up every Friday at Sparta Floral anytime
and deliver to the church
G«

before 1:30 p.m.
ALTAR flowers

Altar7Guild

February—Pauline Haug & Siri Donskey
March—Nila Larson & Diane Dammen
April—Mary Herrman & Sharon Nelson

15
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