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From Pastor Mark 

 

Sunday is Transfiguration Sunday, the last Sunday before we begin the season of Lent. The Gospel for Sunday 

is from Mark 9.2-9: 

 

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to Jesus’ followers 

after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s glory manifest in the beloved Son. 
 

2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by 

themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on 

earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then 

Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, 

and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, 

and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they 

looked around, they saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus. 9As they were coming down the mountain, 

he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

 

Let us pray:  Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our hearts. 

Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

Worship this Sunday, February 14: Please join us for our on-line worship on Sunday at 9 am. 

We will be live-streaming on our facebook page as well as our YouTube channel  

(search for Trinity LutheranSparta). We will also have the worship available on our website  

(www.tlcsparta.org) shortly after 10 am. 

 

Also, after worship, grab a cup of coffee or tea and join in our fellowship time on Zoom at 10 am. Here is the 

link:  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85448222669?pwd=NXh6bmIyR3lPbm5uNlNVeU5LYXhRdz09 

 

Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2021 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

 

Next Wednesday, February 17, is Ash Wednesday; an important worship for us at Trinity, and one that marks 

the beginning of the season of Lent. This year, we will be celebrating this special day in ways that are both new, 

and in ways that honor our traditions for Ash Wednesday. 

 

A big part of Ash Wednesday is the imposition of ashes. We are marked with the cross of Christ while hearing 

these words, “Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return.” We will do this in two ways: 
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‘Drive-Through’ Imposition of Ashes: 9am-12pm and 2pm-4pm 

Drive up to the front door underneath the overhang. Pastor Mark or another member of Trinity will join you 

outside, offer a short prayer, and make the mark of the cross on your forehead with ashes. We will do this in a 

safe manner, taking every precaution. There will also be ashes available for you to take home and share with 

your family. And you may take a bulletin for worship with you as well. 

 

Ash Wednesday Evening Worship: 7pm 

Worship will be Live-streamed on Facebook and on Trinity’s YouTube channel  

(Trinity LutheranSparta). Worship leadership will be provided by Faith Formation Students.  

We are blessed to have Bishop W. Chris Boerger, Interim Bishop of the La Crosse Area Synod, as our guest 

preacher for this evening. We will be celebrating Holy Communion on Ash Wednesday. Please have some 

wine, bread, juice or crackers ready for worship. 

 

Love Never Ends! 

Lent at Trinity Lutheran Church 2021 

 

February 17 is Ash Wednesday, the start of the season of Lent. This year, our theme comes from Paul’s First 

Letter to the Corinthians, Chapter 13.  Each week of Lent, starting with Ash Wednesday, and going through 

March 24, we will worship together exploring what this beloved letter from Paul has to teach us about the love 

of God in Jesus Christ. 

 

As of right now, we are planning on our worship to be streamed on-line on Facebook and YouTube, available 

on our website, and recorded onto dvd’s for our members who do not have access to the internet. The worships 

will be led, as in years past, by our Faith Formation Students, and we will be using the Holden Evening Prayer 

for our order of worship. 

 

Ash Wednesday, February 17 

 

Plans are being formed for Lent ‘take home’ kits for our members, including ashes that you can use with your 

family. Also, we are blessed to have our acting Bishop, Chris Boerger, as our guest preacher for this worship. 

 

Here are the themes for the rest of our Wednesdays in Lent: 

 

February 24: What’s Love got to do with it? Love Divine #631 

March 3: Faith and Hope O Christ Our Hope. #604 

March 10: Seeing in a Mirror When the Poor Ones #725 

March 17: Abiding in Love. Abide with Me #629 

March 24: Noisy Gongs and Clanging Cymbals Loud boiling test tubes #731 Earth and all stars 

 

Also; please ‘stay tuned’ for some exiting news about fellowship during Lent and also devotions to be 

used at home! 

 

A new and wonderful to share the love of Jesus! 

Recently, through the generosity of a couple of our members, we have acquired a DVD-copier, and three 

portable dvd-players. We will be making copies of our worships on to the DVDs. Our hope is that these DVDs 

can be shared with our members who do not have access to the internet, and the players shared with our 

members who do not have DVD players in their homes. 

 

If you know of someone that we could reach out to in this way, please let us know: office@tlcsparta.org or 

608.269.5081. 
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LENT SOUP SUPPERS 

We are excited to try something new this season of Lent. We are inviting you to attend soup suppers 

virtually this year. We plan to have Zoom meetings from 6:15-6:45, prior to Lent services from February 24th 

through March 24th. We will send out the devotion each week via email and post it to Trinity's Facebook 

page. You are welcome to have your soup or supper during this time and enjoy it with others. We will start 

with the devotion and then break out into small groups to discuss and have time for fellowship. Please join 

us as we journey together on a new way of doing things!!  

LENT PICK UP 

 
The drive through to pick up your Valentine's conversation heart scripture search and your Lent in a Bag 
activity kit along with ashes for Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday, February 17, between 2pm-6pm.   
 
Returning to Trinity 
 
At the February 9, 2021 meeting, the Trinity Lutheran Church Council prayerfully voted to restart the process 
of returning to our facilities. 
 
The risk factors for Covid 19 are well known. Our mitigations and protocols for those risks are well-established. 
We expect to continue to use these protocols for the foreseeable future. We will continue access to Zoom for 
meetings, encouraging our at-risk members to participate remotely. 
 
We will start with small groups up to 10 persons meeting in-person.  We will be proceeding at a measured 
pace as risk levels dictate and we gain experience. We ask that you review the Covid documents on the 
website. We ask for your patience. 
 
The Return Committee will arrange access and protocol training as needed. 
 
Please contact the office with requests for meetings and with your group’s designated person.  
 
If you have questions, please contact Jim Moorhead, 608-633-3658. 
 
Les Stanley, President 
Jim Moorhead, Return Committee 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS 

 

If you have any prayer concerns, please contact Pastor Mark at pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com or Jonelle 

Intihar, our prayer group coordinator, jonelle@the intihars.com (we will post prayer requests for 2 

weeks unless we hear otherwise).  Thank you! 

 

BLOOD DRIVE 

 

Donate blood and save a life!  Trinity is having a blood drive on Monday, February 2nd, from 1:00 pm – 5:00 

pm and Tuesday, February 23rd, from 1:00 pm – 6:00 pm.  To schedule an appointment call Karen Edwards at 

269-5243.  Thank you! 

 

DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WOULD LIKE INCLUDED IN OUR WEEKLY UPDATES? 

  

If you do, please email our Administrative Assistant, Myrt, at office@tlcsparta.org.  Or, you can call her at  

608-417-9265. 



 

 

Youth & Family Announcements for the week of February 14, 2021 

God is good all the time!  All the time God is good! 

You are “fearfully and wonderfully made.” You are a beloved & precious child of God.   

You matter!  You belong!  You are loved!  God created you on purpose for a purpose! 

 

Please talk to Michelle face-to-face; by phone at 269-5081; call/ text at 343-0324; 

e-mail at:  thehyattfive@gmail.com for additional information.  

THEME FOR OUR 28 DAYS OF PRAYER IN FEBRUARY 

Loving God & loving our neighbor is going to be the theme for our 28 days of prayer in February that members 

of our Trinity family share on Facebook daily.  Please e-mail or text Michelle with your favorite Bible verse 

about love, & she will include them throughout the month of February.  If you would like to read on Facebook 

one day, please let her know that.  Her e-mail is: thehyattfive@gmail.com & cell is 343-0324.   

SUGAR CREEK 

Summer Camp 2021 Online Registration opens tomorrow! We have exciting new programs as well as beloved 

favorites—be sure to check out our summer brochure or the program descriptions on our website. 

 

Follow the link button below to visit our Summer Programs page. 

 

As vaccines are delivered nationwide, safety practices are honed, medical knowledge increases, and camp 

programs and facilities are adapted, we are confident in moving forward with plans for summer Bible camp.  

Youth and families will benefit from camp now more than ever!  

 

We hope YOU can join us at camp this summer. Sign up by March 15 

for a free Summer 2021 Sugar Creek T-shirt. As usual, all deposits and payments are refundable up until June 1, 

2021 and possibly beyond depending on Covid-19.  

 

We can't wait to see you again! 
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 Offering Opportunities 

 
Thank you to all who have continued to support our mission at Trinity. Our good work has carried on. 
While we have not had the opportunity to contribute through the passing of the plate, the following 
options are available to us: 
 

1. Simply Giving - Automated giving with Simply Giving via a transfer from your savings or 
checking account to Trinity’s bank account.  To start, please complete the Simply Giving form 
located on our website https://tlcsparta.wixsite.com/trinity/copy-of-give. Please sign the form, 
take a picture of the form, and also take a picture of a voided check and email both pictures to 
office@tlcsparta.org. In addition, you can mail your Simply Giving form to Trinity (address 
below) or to Myrt, Trinity’s administrative assistant, at Mary Holte, 302 Ulland Ave., Westby, 
WI  54667. 

2. Check - Mail your check to the Trinity Lutheran Church, 612 N. Water St.,  
Sparta, WI 54656  

3. GivePlus - Online giving is available through GivePlus. The link is available through our 
website. https://tlcsparta.wixsite.com/trinity/give  

4. GivePlus Mobile - Download the GivePlus mobile app from the App store (Apple) or Google 
Play (Android)     
https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/images/GivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf  

5. Text by GivePlus - Send a text with your donation amount to 844-554-1086. Within a few 
minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your cardholder 
name and debit or card information. Once your registration is complete, you will receive a text 
verification and a receipt of your donation  
via e-mail. 

 
Bear in mind, any of these electronic/Internet automatic methods can be changed at any time 
and you can go back to giving in person when you choose to do so. 
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