
 
 
 

Page 1 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 17, 2023 – 9:00 a.m. 

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta) 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

Order of Worship 
 
 
Prelude 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Temple Talk – Loose Change Offering – TLC Quilters 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

mailto:office@tlcsparta.org
http://www.tlcsparta.org/
http://www.tlcsparta.org/
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God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
*Opening Hymn: Where Charity and Love Prevail   ELW #359 
 
*KYRIE: 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE: 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray. 
O Lord God, merciful judge, you a re the inexhaustible fountain of 
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and 
adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph 
still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we 
did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this 
instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your 
brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive 
the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke 
to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are 
here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the 
place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for 
good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no 
fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured 
them, speaking kindly to them. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 
8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; 
 9you will not always accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your anger forever. 
 10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
 11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
 12As far as the east is from the west, 
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  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
 13As a father has compassion for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 
vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who 
abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed 
them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their 
own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 
make them stand. 
 5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, 
observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since 
they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord 
and give thanks to God. 
 7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live 
to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether 
we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he 
might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 
God. 11For it is written, 
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 
*Gospel:  Matthew 18:21-35 
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*Gospel Acclamation  

 
This is the Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 18th chapter. 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins 
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to 
him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one 
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not 
pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all 
his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before 
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of 
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But 
that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him 
a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison 
until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, 
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 
taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had 
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord 
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my 
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother 
or sister from your heart.” 
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The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: In All Our Grief      ELW #615 
 
*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, 
creation, and the needs of our neighbors. 
 
We pray for the church. Bless the missions and ministries of diverse 
congregations, that they uplift the good news of salvation in ways that can be 
understood. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and healing to 
rivers clogged with pollution. Enrich the soil for trees and plants. Protect the 
crops needed to feed those who hunger. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for all who govern. Encourage those in positions of power to lead with 
empathy, practice forgiveness, and care for those who struggle. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for our neighbors who face illness of any kind. For those strained 
financially; for all living with chronic pain, mental illness, the disease of 
addiction, or otherwise afraid or in harm’s way. Protect all who cry out for mercy. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for this congregation. Open our hearts to practice intentional invitation. 
Help us to forgive each other, practice patience, and choose welcome over 
judgment. Move us to care for those in our community seeking refuge and safety. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
We give thanks for the saints who died in faith. Show us how to live faithfully, 
creatively, and lovingly in your church and world. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 
Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers 
of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
*Sharing of the Peace 
L: The peace of Christ be with you all. 
C: And also with you  
 
Offering – “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change.”  (James 1:17) 
 
*Offertory: We Are an Offering      ELW #692 
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*Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray. 
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You 
bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these 
gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 
*Great Thanksgiving - Page 152 

 
*Preface 
 
*Holy, Holy, Holy Lord Page 153 
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*Words of Institution 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Distribution of Communion:  
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Communion hymns 
 
In the Singing         ELW #466 
 
*Prayer after Communion 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at 
your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth 
to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
*Blessing of communion for those not present 
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*Blessing 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn: Sent Forth by God's Blessing    ELW #547 
 
*Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance for Sunday, September 10:  132 

 

For September 3: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $8278.02 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $172.00 
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September 17, 2023 September 24, 2023 

Greeters:  Jim & Barb Moorhead Greeters:  Gary & Sharon Nelson 
Reader:  Barb Moorhead Reader:  Youth led 
Communion:  Joel & Tammy 
Oppriecht and Les Stanley 

No communion 

Music:  Joyce Emery Music:  Virginia Bolin 
Coffee Fellowship – Servers: 
Bill & Mary Herrman 

Coffee Fellowship – Server: 
Judy Schure 

Flower Pick Up – Friday, Sept. 22: 
Brenda Degenhardt 

Flower Pick Up – Friday, Sept. 29: 
Brenda Degenhardt 

Pew Restocking – Month of Sept.: 
Linda Erickson 

Pew Restocking – Month of Sept.: 
Linda Erickson 

Money Counting – Sept. 18: 
Fred Olsen-Nancy Oswald-Gail Baltz 

Money Counting – Sept. 25: 
Alton Ask-Audrey Zebell-Janell 
Moskonas 

Altar Team – Month of September: 
Carol Thorsen & Pauline Haug 

Altar Team – Month of September: 
Carol Thorsen & Pauline Haug 

Food Pantry: 
Sept. 20:  Karen Hernandez & Julie 
Erickson 

Food Pantry: 
September 26:  Diane Dammen & 
Jolene Breitenfield 
September 27:  Dennis & Carol Glaman 

Nursing Home Bulletin Delivery: 
September 22: 
Morrow Home:  Larry & Lana Zwiefel 
Rolling Hills:  Jonelle Intihar 

Nursing Home Bulletin Delivery: 
September 29: 
Morrow Home:  Evelyn Rust 
Rolling Hills:  Carol Thorsen 

 


