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 Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

March 29, 2020 

8:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Worship  

 

 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Order of Worship  

Welcome and Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness: 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is present, who gives life, who calls into 

existence the things that do not exist. Amen. If you were to keep watch over sins, O 

Lord, who could stand? Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away from you, 

knowingly and unknowingly. We have wandered from your resurrection life. We 

have strayed from your love for all people. Turn us back to you, O God. Give us 

new hearts and right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing to you  

and dwell in your house forever. Amen. 
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Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall 

live,” says our God. All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, who is the 

free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. Amen. 

 
*Kyrie 

 
 

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 

for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 

that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 

for life and for love, for our work and our play, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

 

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 

that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
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*Prayer of the Day 

 

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. 

Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in 

Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

Special Music: Ella Erickson 

 

Reading: Psalm 130 

 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; O Lord, hear my voice! 

Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 

If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.  

I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. 

My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, 

more than those who keep watch for the morning. 

O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love; 

with the Lord there is plenteous redemption. 

For the Lord shall redeem Israel from all their sins.  

 

Gospel Acclamation: Lord, Let My Heart be Good Soil 

 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your word. 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood. 

When my heart is hard, break the stone away, when my heart is cold, warm it with 

the day. 

When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord let my heart be good soil. 

 

Gospel: John 11.1-45 
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1
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 
2
Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 

her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 
3
So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he 

whom you love is ill.” 
4
But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 

death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 

it.” 
5
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 

6
after having 

heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

  
7
Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 

8
The disciples said 

to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 

again?” 
9
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk 

during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 
10

But those who 

walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 
11

After saying this, he told them, 

“Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 
12

The 

disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 
13

Jesus, however, 

had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to 

sleep. 
14

Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 
15

For your sake I am glad I was 

not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
16

Thomas, who was called the 

Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

 

  
17

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 
18

Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 
19

and many of the Jews 

had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 
20

When Martha heard 

that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 
21

Martha said 

to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
22

But even now I 

know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 
23

Jesus said to her, “Your brother 

will rise again.” 
24

Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 

on the last day.” 
25

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe 

in me, even though they die, will live, 
26

and everyone who lives and believes in me will 

never die. Do you believe this?” 
27

She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

 

  
28

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 

privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 
29

And when she heard it, she got 

up quickly and went to him. 
30

Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at 

the place where Martha had met him. 
31

The Jews who were with her in the house, 
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consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 

thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 
32

When Mary came where Jesus 

was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died.” 
33

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came 

with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 
34

He said, 

“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
35

Jesus began to 

weep. 
36

So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
37

But some of them said, “Could not 

he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

 

  
38

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 

lying against it. 
39

Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, 

said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 
40

Jesus 

said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 

God?” 
41

So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank 

you for having heard me. 
42

I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the 

sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43

When he 

had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
44

The dead man came out, 

his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said 

to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn: Lord be Glorified 

 

In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; in my life, Lord, be glorified today. 

 

In our song/In Your church/In your world 

 

*Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 
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the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 

of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers 

 

Pastor: Praying separately in our homes and together in the Spirit, let us pray for the 

church, the earth, the world, and all who are in need, responding to each petition with the 

words “hear our prayer.” 

A brief silence. 

From the Assembly: Come to the church, O saving God. Even when we cannot 

assemble together, bind your faithful people into one body. Breathe your Spirit of life 

into the global church, that despite our valley of dry bones we may rise to praise your 

name. In our virtual contacts, make each of us into signs of baptismal hope in your 

merciful might.  Receive the prayers of your family, O God: O Lord, hear my voice! 

 

From the Assembly: Come to the earth, O nurturing God. Use this time when human 

activity is diminished to restore polluted lands and waterways and to protect endangered 

plants and animals. Preserve us from natural disasters. Bring all things to new life.  

Receive the prayers of your family, O God: O Lord, hear my voice! 

 

From the Assembly: Come to the nations and their leaders, O God of peace. Lead the 

world away from war and violence. Guide those in authority to provide for those in dire 

need of humanitarian relief. Direct our president and other heads of government to deal 

appropriately in the face of the agony of citizens, and point them toward useful means for 

combating this plague. Receive the prayers of your family, O God: O Lord, hear my 

voice! 

 

From the Assembly: Come wherever the coronavirus has struck, O compassionate God. 

Be present to all who mourn their dead; all who have contracted the virus; those who are 

quarantined or stranded away from home; those who have lost employment; children who 

cannot assemble for school and parents with needs for child care. Visit physicians, 
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nurses, and home health aides; hospitals and clinics; medical researchers; and the Center 

for Disease Control. Receive the prayers of your family, O God: O Lord, hear my voice! 

 

From the Assembly: Come to all in need, O healing God. Unbind all who are held 

captive by anxiety, despair, or pain. Comfort those around the world who cannot bury 

their dead. House the homeless in safe places. Show us how to provide some assistance to 

those who suffer. Accompany those who seek care in overwhelmed hospitals and clinics. 

Remember those we name here before you (especially…) 

Receive the prayers of your family, O God: O Lord, hear my voice! 

 

From the Assembly: Out of our depths we cry to you, O loving God. Receive our 

sorrows and our fears, and hear the petitions of our hearts. Receive the prayers of your 

family, O God: O Lord, hear my voice! 

 

From the Assembly: You, O God, are our resurrection and our life. We remember 

before you all who died in the faith. At the end, bring us and all our beloved dead to see 

your glory forever. Receive the prayers of your family, O God: O Lord, hear my voice! 

 

From the Assembly:  Lord, be with our Stephen Ministers in all that they do in their 

caring relationships; always remembering that their ministry is Your ministry.   

O God:  O Lord, hear my voice! 

 

Pastor: Into your hands, O mighty God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Offering: At this time, please place your offering in an envelope stamped and 

addressed to the church (Trinity Lutheran Church, 612 N. Water St., Sparta, WI 

54656). Dear friends, our work as Trinity Lutheran Church continues! 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days.  Renew us in the gift of 

baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from 

self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be 

done, On earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, Forgive us our sins As 

we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, And deliver us 

from evil, For the kingdom, the power, And the glory are yours, Now and 

forever.  Amen. 

*Hymn: My Hope is Built on Nothing Less 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 

no merit of my own I claim, but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

 

Refrain 

 On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand. 

 

When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace; 

in ev'ry high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil.  Refrain 

 

His oath, his covenant, his blood sustain me in the raging flood; 

when all supports are washed away, he then is all my hope and stay.  Refrain 

 

When he shall come with trumpet sound, oh, may I then in him be found, 

clothed in his righteousness alone, redeemed to stand before the throne!  Refrain 

 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


