Update: March 30, 2020

Hello Dear Members of Trinity,

God’s unfailing love to all of you as we begin another week in the midst of these times.
I thank God for all of you all of the time! If there is anything that is becoming clear, it is this: Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation that is not enclosed in a building. We are the body of Christ in our community, in our homes, reaching out in so many wonderful ways with the love of Jesus! 

A few things of note for today:

Prayer Concerns: 

-Today we pray for the family and friends of Jennifer Burkhalter. Jennifer died yesterday. She has many connections with members of Trinity.
-Also, a prayer request has come for ‘shalom.’ 
- I would ask that we pray for dear friends of mine who have relatives or friends who are ill with the Covid-19 virus.
 
If you have any prayer concerns, please let Pastor Mark know. Please email him at pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com, or call at 608.487.2030.

Every update, which comes on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, will begins with prayer concerns shared by you.

Coming Up:

Morning Prayer: Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 8 am.

We will be coming together for a time of prayer and hearing God’s word on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 8 am. Our time together will be on Zoom. You may join us on your computer (if you have a webcam and mic), your smart phone or tablet, or even by calling in. 
If you would like to participate in this time of morning prayer, please email Pastor Mark at pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com, and he will send you an invitation.

Wednesday Night, April 1: Lenten Series Faces at the Cross; Jesus

We gather once lasts time in this season of Lent for our Wednesday evening worship. Worship on Wednesday night will be pre-recorded, and the link for the worship will be made available at 6:30 pm on our facebook page and in an email coming on Wednesday.

Palm Sunday, April 5
This coming Sunday is Palm Sunday, and the start of Holy Week. We are planning a special worship that will be streamed live on Facebook and recorded for our website to be available at a later time. Worship will be at 9 am. 
To help all of us plan for Sunday, I share with you an announcement from Sunday’s bulletin:
Hello Trinity Families!
Trinity will be offering a drive-thru palm and/or Easter egg pick-up on Saturday, April 4 from 10:00-12:00. What will that look like? If you'd like a palm for your home to celebrate Palm Sunday, drive on through the line! If you have young children at home, we will have bags of filled Easter eggs (12/child) for you to take home, along with other activities for your family to use during Holy Week. 
Thank you! Missy 
Holy Week: Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Vigil of Easter, Easter Sunday
I guess it is stating the obvious, but our Holy Week of worship at Trinity will be quite different than any we have had before! We are working hard to plan worship, and more information will be coming soon!
I have subscribed to an email newsletter from Father Richard Rohr, whose ministry is the Center for Action and Contemplation. I would like to share his prayer for today:
O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us and through us. May all that we do flow from our deep connection with you and all beings. Help us become a community that vulnerably shares each other’s burdens and the weight of glory. Listen to our hearts’ longings for the healing of our world. [Please add your own intentions.] . . . Knowing you are hearing us better than we are speaking, we offer these prayers in all the holy names of God, amen.
In the love of Jesus,
Pastor Mark

