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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

18th Sunday after Pentecost; Lectionary 26b 

September 26, 2021 – 9:00 & 10:30 am – Evans Bosshard Park 

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta) 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

 
 

Prelude 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship (please stand as you are able) 
We come from the West (congregation turns to the West) 
We come from busy lives and on borrowed time. 
We come from the South (congregation turns to the South) 
We come from hectic work weeks, chaotic school schedules,  
lives full of worry and anxiety. 
We come from the East (congregation turns toward the East) 
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We come here expecting something, but not the same things. 
We come from the North (congregation turns toward the North) 
To gather together in this place. 
May we revel together in the joy of the Lord, lifted up and encouraged along The 
Way. 
 
Hymn: In Christ Alone 
In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 
There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious day! 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 
Source: Musixmatch Songwriters: Townend Stuart Christopher Andrew / Getty Julian Keith 

In Christ Alone lyrics © New Spring Publishing Inc. 

 

https://www.musixmatch.com/
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Prayer of the Day 
 
Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give 
us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Special Music 
 
Psalm 19 
 
1The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
 2Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. 
 3There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; 
 4yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. 
 In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 5which comes out like a bridegroom 
from his wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 
 6Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; 
 and nothing is hid from its heat. 
  
7The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the LORD are sure, 
 making wise the simple;8the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 
 the commandment of the LORD is clear, enlightening the eyes; 
 9the fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the LORD are true 
 and righteous altogether. 10More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 
 sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. 
 11Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 
  
12But who can detect their errors? Clear me from hidden faults. 
 13Keep back your servant also from the insolent;  
do not let them have dominion over me. 
 Then I shall be blameless and innocent of great transgression. 
  
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, 
 O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 
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Gospel: Mark 9.38-50 
 
38John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your 
name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus 
said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be 
able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is not against us is for 
us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you 
bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 
  42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who 
believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around 
your neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43If your hand causes you to 
stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands 
and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot causes you to 
stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and 
to be thrown into hell. 47And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is 
better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes 
and to be thrown into hell, 48where their worm never dies, and the fire is never 
quenched. 
  49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost its 
saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with 
one another.” 
 
Sermon 
 
Prayers 
 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world,  
and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
We pray for the church and its ministry. Bless the newly baptized and encourage 
them in their journey of faith. Sustain all members of the body of Christ in lives of 
prayer, service, and worship. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



 
 
 

Page 5 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

 

We pray for natural wonders of your creation (local waterways, forests, and 
natural areas may be named). Restore damaged forests, waterways and natural 
habitats and lead us to be good stewards of what you have provided.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those in authority. Give them wise minds and compassionate hearts. 
Strengthen in them a desire to protect the vulnerable and care for those 
underserved. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those who are struggling with cancer, dementia, or any other disease. 
Provide them with peace and resilience for the days ahead. Sustain caregivers 
with energy and patience. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the worship leaders of this congregation: musicians, readers, 
acolytes, and ushers. Bless us through their ministry and grant them the passion 
to continue in their service. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We give thanks for all your saints, those we have loved and known and those from 
every time and place. Continue to guide us by their example and reassure us of 
your promised salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
 
Offering 
 
Offering Prayer 
God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to 
rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with 
the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith 
into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing 
witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
 
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. 
The holy Trinity, one God, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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For September 12th: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $4184.50 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $467.00 

 

For September 19th: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $5413.88 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $809.00 

 

 

 


