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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

August 30, 2020 

13th Sunday after Pentecost; Lectionary 22 

9:00 a.m. Worship – Live streaming on Facebook 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

 

Order of Worship 
 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. Amen. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Reconciling God, 

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our 

lives. 
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We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. 

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.  

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 

We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; 

through your love, renew us; 

and in your Spirit, lead us; 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

 

Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now 

in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Hymn: O Jesus, I have Promised 

 

O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 

remain forever near me, my master and my friend. 

I shall not fear the battle if you are by my side, 

nor wander from the pathway if you will be my guide. 

 

Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ever near. 

I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear. 

My foes are ever near me, around me and within; 

but, Jesus, then draw nearer to shield my soul from sin. 

 

Oh, let me hear you speaking in accents clear and still 

above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will. 

Now speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; 

now speak and make me listen, O Guardian of my soul. 
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O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you 

that where you are in glory your servant shall be too. 

And Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 

oh, give me grace to follow, my master and my friend. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the 

world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength 

to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Reading: Romans 12.9-21 

 
9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with 

mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 

spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 

prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those 

who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be 

haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not 

repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is 

possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge 

yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I 

will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are 

thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on 

their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 
21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to 

show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands 

of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 

raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! 

This must never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me,  
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Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine 

things but on human things.” 

  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life 

will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit 

them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return 

for their life? 

  27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then 

he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing 

here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn: Lord, Jesus, You Shall be My Song 

 

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey; 

I'll tell ev'rybody about you wherever I go: 

you alone are our life and our peace and our love. 

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey. 

 

Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey. 

May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you. 

May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song. 

Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey. 

 

As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant, 

to carry your cross and to share all your burdens and tears. 

For you saved me by giving your body and blood. 

As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant. 

 

I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey; 

but courage will come with the sound of your steps by my side. 

And with all of the family you saved by your love, 

we'll sing to your dawn at the end of our journey. 
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Prayers 

 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world,  

and all who are in need. 

 

God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of your church on 

divine things. Grant us trust in you, that we lose our lives for the sake of Christ and 

thereby discover joy in life through him. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal your creation and give us eyes 

to see the world as you do. As the seasons change, pattern the rhythm of our lives in 

harmony with all creation. Be with all those who are experiencing fires and tropical 

storms. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to hear one another, 

even those we name as enemies. Fill all leaders with mercy and understanding, that they 

advocate and genuinely care for those who are poor and most vulnerable in their 

communities.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a strong sense of your 

presence and love. Accompany those who are uncertain, raise the spirits of those who are 

despairing, and heal the sick. Bring an end to the pandemic. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and persevere 

in prayer. Make our congregation a workshop of your love. When we quarrel, bring 

reconciliation. Help us overcome evil with good. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God of all grace, you give us everlasting life. In love we recall your holy ones who now 

live in your undying light. In our remembering, give us a foretaste of the feast to come.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to 

you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Offering 

 

Thank you to all who have continued to support our mission at Trinity. Our good work 

has carried on. While we have not had the opportunity to contribute through the passing 

of the plate, there are many ways for us to give. Please visit our website for options. You 

can donate via text at 844-554-1086. Within a few minutes of texting, you’ll be sent a text 

with a link to register.  

Click on the link and enter your cardholder name and debit or card information. Once 

your registration is complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt of your 

donation via e-mail.    

Thanks for your support! 

 

Special Music: Gunnar Schmitz 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

During the Great Thanksgiving, the Pastor will invite the designated communion leader 

to do the following: 

At this time, I invite the home leader to lift up the bread and wine  

as I proclaim the words of institution.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Holy Communion 

Now the communion leader will repeat after the Pastor,  

“This is the body of Christ given for you, this is the blood of Christ shed for you.” And 

then you are to distribute the bread and wine to those gathered in your home. 
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Prayer after Communion 

 

God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been 

united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so 

that we may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of 

abundant life. Amen. 

Blessing 

 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy 

Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen. 

 

Hymn: Will You Come and Follow Me 

 

"Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 

"Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer pray'r in you and you in me? 

 

"Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the pris'ners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 

and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 

"Will you love the you you hide if I but call your name? 
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Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, 

through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?" 

 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 

Go in peace, serve the Lord! Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 
For August 16th: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $1603.88 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $1200.00 

 


