Trinity Lutheran Church — ELCA
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081
Office Email: office@tlcsparta.org Website: www.tlcsparta.org
20th Sunday after Pentecost
October 15, 2023 - 9:00 a.m.
Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta)
Our worship service will also be recorded
and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org

Order of Worship
Prelude
Welcome & Announcements

Temple Talk — Loose Change Offering — Community Thanksgiving Dinner
Ringing of the Bell

*Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Page 1

* Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands



mailto:office@tlcsparta.org
http://www.tlcsparta.org/
http://www.tlcsparta.org/

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Opening Hymn: When the Poor Ones ELW #725
*Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the uwnity of all. let us pray o the Lord,
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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*Hymn of Praise

Assisting minister

Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you tlake a-way the sin  of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are scat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,

1
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.
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*Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and
poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet.
Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us
into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Message

First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9
A reading from Isaiah.
10 LORD, you are my God;
I will exalt you, I will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
2For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,
it will never be rebuilt.
sTherefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
4For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
sthe noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.

50On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
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7And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
¢he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord Gop will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
oIt will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 23
'The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
°The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9

A reading from Philippians.

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm
in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

2] urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes,
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and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have
struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest
of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. °Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

SFinally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
things. 9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard
and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14

*Gospel Acclamation
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Al-1e = lu - I, Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - lu - 1.

This is the Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 22nd chapter

‘Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his
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slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would
not come. “Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited:
Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5But they
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, *while
the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their
city. 8Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not
worthy. 9Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.’ *°Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom
they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was
not wearing a wedding robe, 2and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in
here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 3Then the king said to the
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” '“For many are called, but few
are chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
Hymn of the Day: Let Us Go Now to the Banquet ELW #523

*Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
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he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession
Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need.

For the church of Jesus Christ in this and every land, that all followers of Christ
share the mind of Christ and strive to live together in peace, staying firm in the
Lord. God of grace, hear our prayer.

For green pastures and still waters and all the beauty of the natural world, that
creation flourishes and humankind lives in right relationship with all you have
made. God of grace, hear our prayer.

For the nations of the world and all who hold positions of authority, that they
govern in accordance with God’s vision of justice, providing shelter and refuge to
all in need, striving toward the goal of peace and prosperity for all. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

For all experiencing valleys of illness and grief, that they be healed and comforted
and find rest in the presence of the Good Shepherd who walks beside them. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

For this community of believers, that wherever there is conflict or discord, the
love of Christ may keep us united and make us mindful of all that is true,
honorable, just, pure, pleasing, commendable, and excellent. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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In thanksgiving for the beloved saints who now rest in your mercy, that their
faithful witness guides your church until the day we join them at your heavenly
feast. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace
L: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you

Offering — “When you harvest your fields, leave some for the poor.”
(Leviticus 19:9-10)

*Offertory: We Are an Offering ELW #692

*Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that
all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion

*Great Thanksgiving Page 152
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the  high - est
*Words of Institution
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*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Distribution of Communion:
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grani us  peace, grant  us  peace.

Distribution Hymn: For the Bread Which You Have Broken ELW #494
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*Prayer after Communion
Let us pray.

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and
blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give
ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Blessing of communion for those not present

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

*Sending Hymn: The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve
*Dismissal

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

ELW #551

Attendance for Sunday, October 8: 169

For October 8, 2023:
General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $11,494.00
Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $265.00
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October 15

October 22, 2023

Greeters: Terry & Joyce Putman

Greeters: Tyler & Jessica Tripp

Reader: Holly Larson

Reader: Youth led

Communion: Dan Amundson,
Connie Jerome & Brenda Degenhardt

No communion

Music: Wyatt Tripp

Music: Polka Service

Coffee Fellowship Coffee Fellowship
Flower Pick Up — Friday, Oct. 20: | Flower Pick Up — Friday, Oct. 27:
Gary & Carol Haskins Gary & Carol Haskins

Pew Restocking — Month of Oct.:
Julee Hopkins

Pew Restocking — Month of Oct.:
Julee Hopkins

Money Counting — October 16:
Carol Glaman-Michelle Clark-Kelly
Funk

Money Counting — October 23:
Rita Bernette-Bill McClain-Alton Ask

Altar Team — Month of October:
Linda Erickson & Carol Thorsen

Altar Team — Month of October:
Linda Erickson & Carol Thorsen

Food Pantry:
October 18: Les Stanley & Sheila Abbott

Food Pantry:
October 24: D. Page & B. Michalski
October 25: M. Herrman & J. Bernett

Nursing Home Bulletin Delivery —
October 20:

Morrow Home: Doug Dengel

Rolling Hills: Sharon Nelson

Nursing Home Bulletin Delivery —
October 27:

Morrow Home: Karen Edwards
Rolling Hills: Karen Wall
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