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 Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

Easter Sunday - April 12, 2020 

9:00 a.m. Worship – Live streaming on Facebook 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 
 

 

Order of Worship  

 

 

Pastor: Alleluia, Christ is risen!  

  Congregation: Christ is risen indeed, alleluia!  

 

Pastor: Alleluia, Christ is risen!  

  Congregation: Christ is risen indeed, alleluia!  

 

Pastor: Alleluia, Christ is risen!  

  Congregation: Christ is risen indeed, alleluia!  
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Welcome and Announcements 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

You are invited to pour water into a bowl. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Holy Lord Jesus, on this day we rejoice in your glory and stand in awe of how you have 

transformed this world with your dying and your rising. Receive our joyful praise. 

Alleluia! Amen.  

 

Reading: Colossians 3.1-4 

 
1
If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God. 
2
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 

that are on earth, 
3
for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

4
When 

Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel: Mark 16.1-8 

 

1 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first 

day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying 

to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?" 4 

When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been 

rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, 

sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, "Do not be 

alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; 

he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter 

that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you." 8 So 

they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and 

they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ 
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Sermon 

 

Hymn: This Easter Celebration (to the tune: The Church’s One Foundation) 

  
Copyright 2020 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. Used with permission 

 

1. This Easter celebration is not like ones we’ve known 

We pray in isolation, we sing the hymns alone. 

We’re distant from our neighbors—from worship leaders too. 

No flowers grace the chancel to set a festive mood. 

 
2. No gathered choirs are singing; no banners lead the way. 

O God of love and promise, where’s joy this Easter Day? 

With sanctuaries empty, may homes become the place 

We ponder resurrection and celebrate your grace. 

 
3. Our joy won’t come from worship that’s in a crowded room 

but from the news of women who saw the empty tomb. 

Our joy comes from disciples who ran with haste to see— 

Who heard that Christ is risen, and then, by grace, believed. 

 
4. In all the grief and suffering, may we remember well: 

Christ suffered crucifixion and faced the powers of hell. 

Each Easter bears the promise: Christ rose that glorious day! 

Now nothing in creation can keep your love away. 

 
5. We than you that on Easter, your church is blessed to be 

a scattered, faithful body that’s doing ministry. 

In homes and in the places of help and healing, too, 

We live the Easter message by gladly serving you. 
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Prayers 

 
On this most holy day, we pray for the church, the earth, the world, those in need, and all the 

members of God’s family, responding to each petition with the words Hear our prayer.  

 

We pray, O God, for all the churches around the globe: for their bishops and clergy; for the newly 

baptized; for the believers who cannot assemble for worship; for faithful endurance during this 

time of sorrow and distress; and for a deepening sense of your presence among us. 

O God, you are our Temple: in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

We pray, O God, for the well-being of creation: for the health of seas and rivers and lakes; for the 

(local bodies of water); and for the will to care for your earth. 

O God, you are our Rainbow of promise: in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

We pray, O God, for peace and justice in the world: for an end to war and international turmoil; 

for concord in our troubled society; for the heads of state, legislators, and local civic leaders, that 

they enact wise procedures to deal with the coronavirus.   

O God, you are our Mighty Fortress: in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

We pray, O God for all who are facing the coronavirus: for all who mourn their dead; all who 

have contracted the virus; those who are quarantined or stranded away from home; those who 

have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the future. We pray for physicians, 

nurses, and home health aides; medical researchers; and the World Health Organization. Fill the 

aching in our hearts with your merciful power. 

O God, you are our Everlasting Arms: in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

We pray, O God, for all in need: for those suffering for the faith; for those who are poor, hungry, 

and homeless; for those who are sick and those awaiting death; and for those we name before you 

here. 

O God, you are the Healer of our every ill: in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

We pray, O God, for the desires of our hearts: 

A longer period of silence. 

O God, you are our Heart’s Desire: in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Receive our thanks for all who died in the faith, and bring us at the final resurrection into your 

everlasting life, where sorrows will be no more. 

O God, our Beginning and our End, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
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Into your gracious and mighty hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy, through your Son Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 

Offering 

 

Giving Options – During this time when the church is closed, if you would like to enroll in 

Giving Plus, following are the instructions to do so: 

Go to our website, www.tlcsparta.org, and under the tabs at the top of the page select “Give” and 

then select “Simply Giving”.  Go down to the middle of the page and print a copy of the Simply 

Giving form where it says “to print a copy of the form click here”.   

It will bring up the form.  Print the form, fill it out, and either scan and email the form to Myrt 

at office@tlcsparta.org or mail your form to Myrt at:  Mary Holte, 302 Ulland Avenue, Westby, 

WI  54667.  Once she receives your Simply Giving form, she will set you up so that the giving 

amount that you specify automatically comes out of your checking or savings account.  Bear in 

mind, once the church reopens, you can cancel automatic giving at any time and go back to in-

person giving, if you choose to do so.  Please, if you have any questions or concerns regarding 

any of this, email Myrt at office@tlcsparta.org.  Thank you for continuing to give during these 

unprecedented times.  God’s Peace to all of you.  

 

Thanksgiving for the Word 

Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: 

you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. 

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with 

you.  For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 

through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For 

your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

http://www.tlcsparta.org/
mailto:office@tlcsparta.org
mailto:office@tlcsparta.org


 
 
 

Page 8 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase 

our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O 

God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 

another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen. The God of hope fill you with all joy 

and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

For March 29th: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $3603.50 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $192.00 
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