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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

We Are the Church 

Consecration Sunday 

November 22, 2020 

9:00 a.m. Worship – Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

 

Order of Worship 

 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

Temple Talk 

 

A Litany of Telling and Sharing 
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Leader: Most Precious Savior, you claim us as your own, 

All: but too often we forget that we are yours. 

 

Leader: You call us to many tasks, 

All: but too often we neglect that which you ask of us. 

 

Leader: You created us and gifted us with your marvelous story, 

All: but too often we keep the story and fail to share it. 

 

Leader: You shower us with the many gifts of your grace, 
All: but too often we take the gifts for granted and keep them as if they were our own. 

 

Leader: You send us to share the good news of the gospel with others, 

All: but too often we do not speak it, afraid or embarrassed to bear witness. 

 

Leader: You gave us gifts and graces beyond measure, 

All: but too often we fail to live in grateful praise for the gifts we are given. 

 

Leader: You challenge us to be the bearers of your good gifts to all, 

All: but too often we fail to live gracefully and gratefully as we share. 

 

Leader: Gracious and loving God, forgive our lack of doing, our lack of giving, and our 

lack of trust. Guide us to live and act out of the love you have so generously given us. 

Make this community of faith a place in which we are nurtured and supported in the faith 

and encouraged to live gracefully and gratefully. 

 

All: Remind us of our calling to share many gifts you give, to proclaim the gospel in 

word and deed; to move gratefully and graciously in the world, to give freely from 

that which each has been given; to live lives of worship, praise, thanksgiving, and 

honor for the gift of life and salvation given to us in Christ. Amen. 
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Hymn: 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit 

the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to 

serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Reading: Ephesians 4.1-16 

 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which 

you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 

another in love, 3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your 

calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all 

and through all and in all.  7But each of us was given grace according to the measure of 

Christ's gift. 8Therefore it is said, "When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a 

captive;  he gave gifts to his people."  9(When it says, "He ascended," what does it mean 

but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is 

the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all 

things.) 11The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some 

evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 

building up the body of Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of 

Christ. 14We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind 

of doctrine, by people's trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15But speaking 

the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 

Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with 

which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body's growth in 

building itself up in love. 

 

Sermon 
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Invitation to Grateful, Grace-filled Living 

 

Pastor: Lord of Life, 

 

All: Thank you for the gifts of the story of your salvation in Jesus Christ. 

Thank you for the gift of your love and the love of others;  

make us those who gladly share that love. 

Thank you for life and the gracious gifts that fill our lives;  

make us those who gladly go and share your gifts. 

 

Pastor: Most Gracious God, 

 
All: Of all that you have given us, the greatest is the gift of Christ. In grace through Christ,  

we have been saved. We cannot earn or be worthy of such a gift. 

Forgive the many times we have not lived graciously and gratefully:  

when life’s challenges blinded us to your many gifts; 

when worldly concerns overshadowed our commitments to you;  

when doubts threatened and faith faltered. 

 

Pastor: Eternal God, 

 

All: We thank and praise you for all the gifts you have given. Let our lives reflect 
your love; let our actions reflect that we are yours; let our words speak your love to others. 

With joyful thanksgiving we commit to living in generosity and selflessness,  

knowing that our true treasure is in the gift of Christ and life in the world to come. 

 

We commit in this time and place, as individuals and as a community, to being 

generous, joyful stewards of all that you have given us. For truly, thine is the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayers 

 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power 

on the church, the world, and all in need. 
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Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all 

social ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves 

have been served. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide 

for the needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth.  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending divisions 

among us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression 

and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have 

stripped away. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain 

those who work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they 

nurture the gifts of young people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to 

the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in those in need 

around us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you 

gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

 

Offering 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Page 6 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

 

Thank you to all who have continued to support our mission at Trinity. Our good work 

has carried on. While we have not had the opportunity to contribute through the passing 

of the plate, there are many ways for us to give. Please visit our website for options.  

You can donate via text at 844-554-1086.  

Within a few minutes of texting, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register.  

Click on the link and enter your cardholder name and debit or card information.  

Once your registration is complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt of 

your donation via e-mail.   Thanks for your support! 

 

Special Music 

 

Offering Prayer 

 

God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and 

shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts 

from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your 

very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and 

Servant. Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving  

 

During the Great Thanksgiving, the Pastor will invite the designated communion leader 

to do the following: At this time, I invite the home leader to lift up the bread and wine as 

I proclaim the words of institution.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Holy Communion 

 

 



 
 
 

Page 7 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

 

Now the communion leader will repeat after the Pastor, “This is the body of Christ given 

for you, this is the blood of Christ shed for you.” And then you are to distribute the bread 

and wine to those gathered in your home. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, 

strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous 

hearts as we meet you on the way. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us 

beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 

The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: 

 

Sending: Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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