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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

Second Sunday After Epiphany 

January 14, 2024 – 9:00 a.m. 

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta) 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

 
Order of Worship 

 

Prelude 

Welcome & Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

mailto:office@tlcsparta.org
http://www.tlcsparta.org/
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God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that 

we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. 

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 

church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
*Opening Hymn: 'Twas in the Moon of Wintertime             ELW 284 

 

*Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 
 



 
 
 

Page 3 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

 

 

KYRIE: 
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*Hymn of Praise 

 



 
 
 

Page 6 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

 

 

*Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the 

countless blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, 

love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising 

you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

First Reading:  1 Samuel 3:1-10 
A reading from 1 Samuel. 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of 

the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 

 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not 

see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 

Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God 

was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and 

ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; 

lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” 

Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he 

said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know 

the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to 

him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to 

Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that 

the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; 

and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” 

So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

 10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” 

And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
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The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:  Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

 1LORD, you have searched me out; 

  O LORD, you have known me. 

 2You know my sitting down and my rising up; 

  you discern my thoughts from afar. 

 3You trace my journeys and my resting-places 

  and are acquainted with all my ways. 

 4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 

  but you, O LORD, know it altogether.  

 5You encompass me, behind and before, 

  and lay your hand upon me. 

 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

  it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

 13For you yourself created my inmost parts; 

  you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

 14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 

  your works are wonderful, and I know it well.  

 15My body was not hidden from you, 

  while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 

 16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them 

were written in our book; 

  my days were fashioned before they came to be. 

 17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! 

  How great is the sum of them! 

 18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; 

  to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 
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Second Reading:   1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are 

lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for 

the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the 

other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for 

the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. 15Do 

you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take 

the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do 

you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with 

her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the 

Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person 

commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or 

do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 

which you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20For you were 

bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 

*Gospel:  John 1:43-51 

 

*Gospel Acclamation  
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This is the Holy Gospel according to John the 1st chapter 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 

“Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 

Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about 

whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 

Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael 

coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is 

no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 

answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael 

replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus 

answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 

You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell 

you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son of Man.”  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn of the Day: Will You Come and Follow Me   ELW 798 

 

*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing 

on the church, the world, and all of creation. 

 

Encourage the ministry and mission of the church, God of truth. Let the leaders 

of your church be trustworthy and accountable stewards, that all its resources 

and outreach bring hope and healing to communities. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Delight in the goodness of your creation, God of fig trees and fertile soil. Heal 

areas of the world harmed by human greed. Restore those recovering from 

natural disaster. Protect our forests and waterways and all the creatures that live 

in them. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

 

Call the leaders of every neighborhood and nation to serve faithfully, God of 

wisdom. Give them visions of justice and unity. Lead them to action that 

promotes equitable partnership and uplifts those on the margins of society. God 

of grace, receive our prayer. 
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Hold in your care any who suffer and struggle, God of compassion. You who 

know our inner hearts, be present with any who are oppressed, victims of 

racism or cultural bias, and all who long for respite or restoration. God of 

grace, receive our prayer. 

 

Give this congregation the anticipation and excitement of Samuel, so inspired 

and empowered to do your work in the world, God of unity. Make us faithful as 

we build communities of inclusion and mutual care. God of grace, receive our 

prayer. 

 

Trusting God who raised Jesus and will also raise us in spirit and truth, we 

remember all who have died and are at peace among the saints. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent 

prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

*Sharing of the Peace 

L: The peace of Christ be with you all. 

C: And also with you  

 

Offering – “At the end of every third year you shall bring out all the tithe of 

your produce in that year, and shall deposit it in your town.”  

(Deuteronomy 14:28) 

 

*Offertory: We Are an Offering    ELW #692 

 

*Offering Prayer 
Let us pray. 
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Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and 

nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any 

way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of 

life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

*Blessing 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

*Sending Hymn: Listen, God Is Calling            ELW 513 

 

*Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
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January 14, 2024 January 21, 2024 
Greeter:  Maryann Bolstad Greeter:  Cheryl Brown 
Reader:  PJ Sikorsky Reader:  Sarah Tripp 
No communion Communion:  Al & Jan Jenkins – 

Connie Jerome 
Music:  Virginia Bolin Music:  Bishop Felix 
Coffee Fellowship: 
Opportunity to serve 

Coffee Fellowship:  Cynthia  
Lockington and Kelly Funk 

Flower Pick Up – Friday, Jan. 19 
Gary & Carol Haskins 

Flower Pick Up – Friday, Jan. 26: 
Gary & Carol Haskins 

Pew Restocking – Month of Jan: 
Steve & Judy Bernett 

Pew Restocking – Month of Jan: 
Steve & Judy Bernett 

Money Counting – January 15: 
Jo Ellen Siver-Alice Olson-Pete 
Perkins 

Money Counting – January 22: 
Carol Glaman-Kelly Funk-Gary 
Peterson 

Altar Team – Month of Jan.: 
Siri Donskey & Carol Glaman 

Altar Team – Month of Jan.: 
Siri Donskey & Carol Glaman 

Food Pantry:   
Jan. 17:  Dennis & Carol Glaman 

Food Pantry: 
Jan. 23:  Brittany Michalski and 
  Judy Bernett 
Jan. 24:  Alice Olson & Audrey Zebell 

Nursing Home Bulletin Delivery 
January 19: 
Morrow Home:  Cynthia Lockington 
Rolling Hills:  Karen Wall   

Nursing Home Bulletin Delivery 
January 26: 
Morrow Home:  Karen Edwards 
Rolling Hills:  Gary & Betty Peterson 

 

Attendance for Sunday, January 7, 2024 – 119 

 

For Sunday, December 31st:   

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $16461.65 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $83.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


