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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

8th Sunday after Pentecost; Lectionary 16 

July 18, 2021 – 9:00 a.m.  

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta) 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

 
Order of Worship 

 
 
Prelude 
Welcome 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩, one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
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Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn: Have no Fear, Little Flock 
 
1 Have no fear, little flock; have no fear, little flock, 
 for the Father has chosen to give you the kingdom; 
 have no fear, little flock! 
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2 Have good cheer, little flock; have good cheer, little flock, 
 for the Father will keep you in his love forever; 
 have good cheer, little flock! 
 
3 Praise the Lord high above; praise the Lord high above, 
 for he stoops down to heal you, uplift and restore you; 
 praise the Lord high above! 
 
4 Thankful hearts raise to God; thankful hearts raise to God, 
 for he stays close beside you, in all things works with you; 
      thankful hearts raise to God! 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding 
and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may 
embody the justice and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Psalm 23i 
 
1The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
2In grass meadows He makes me lie down, by quiet waters guides me. 
3My life He brings back. He leads me on pathways of justice for His 
name’s sake. 
4Though I walk in the vale of death’s shadow, I fear no harm, for you 
are with me. 
 Your rod and Your staff—it is they that console me. 
5You set out a table before me in the face of my foes. 
 You moisten my head with oil, my cup overflows. 
6Let but goodness and kindness pursue me all the days of my life. 
 And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for many long days. 
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Gospel: Mark 6.30-34, 53-56 
 
30The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and 
taught. 31He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and 
rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to 
eat. 32And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33Now 
many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from 
all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34As he went ashore, he saw a great 
crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. 
 
  53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored 
the boat. 54When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55and 
rushed about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever 
they heard he was. 56And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they 
laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the 
fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 
 
Sermon 
 
Prayers 
 
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church,  
the world, and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 

Tend your church, O God. Encourage bishops, pastors, and deacons in their 
proclamation of the gospel. Raise up new leaders and encourage those pursuing a 
call to ministry. Embolden all the baptized to embody your love and justice.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Restore your creation, O God. Sustain croplands and pastures and safeguard all 
farm animals and livestock. Preserve lakes, rivers, and streams that offer 
refreshment. Revive lands recovering from natural disasters and protect 
coastlands threatened by rising oceans. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Reconcile the nations, O God. Break down the dividing walls that make us 
strangers to one another and unite us as one human family. Equip leaders to deal 
wisely with conflict and guide diplomats who seek peaceful solutions.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Heal your people, O God. Look with compassion on immigrants, exiles, and all 
who are afraid or feel lost. Give rest to those who are weary, comfort to those who 
are grieving, and recovery to those who are ill (especially).  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Nourish this congregation, O God. Prepare a table where we receive food for our 
hungering spirits. Renew our commitment to provide for one another and 
revitalize our ministries of feeding and nurturing hungry neighbors.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You lead us home, O God. We give thanks for all who have died, now citizens with 
the saints (especially). As you have received them into your heavenly home, so 
welcome all of us to dwell in your house forever.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise  
of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
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A Reading for Offering: Luke 14.28-30 
 
(Jesus is saying) 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit 
down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete 
it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who 
see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not 
able to finish.' 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the 
feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this 
meal.  Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 
Prayer of Preparation 
 
Merciful God, we do not presume to come to your table trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in your abundant mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so 
to eat and drink the body and blood of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that we may 
live in him and he in us, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Holy Communion 
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Prayer after Communion 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever 
ask.  As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world 
with your own life. In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 
be upon you now and forever. Amen. 
 
Hymn: The Church’s One Foundation 
 
1 The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
 she is his new creation by water and the word. 
 From heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 
 with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 
 
2 Elect from ev'ry nation, yet one o'er all the earth, 
 her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth: 
 one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
 and to one hope she presses, with ev'ry grace endued. 
 
3 Though with a scornful wonder this world sees her oppressed, 
 by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed, 
 yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up: "How long?" 
 And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 
 
4 Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war, 
 she waits the consummation of peace forevermore; 
 till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 
 and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 
 
5 Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One, 
 and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won. 
 Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace, 
 that we, like saints before us, may see you face to face. 
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Sending: 
Go in peace, you are the body of Christ! Thanks be to God! 
 
 

i Robert Alter: The Hebrew Bible: A Translation with Commentary, The Writings. New York: W.W. Norton 
and Company, 2019. Pages 70-71. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                 

 For July 4th: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $8469.50 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $227.80 

 


