Trinity Lutheran Church — ELCA
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081
Office Email: office@tlcsparta.org Website: www.tlcsparta.org
19th Sunday after Pentecost
October 8, 2023 — 9:00 a.m.
Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta)
Our worship service will also be recorded
and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org

Order of Worship

Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
Ringing of the Bell

*Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Opening Hymn: When the Poor Ones: ELW #7725
*Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - c¢y.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,

f
il
o

and for the umity of all, let ws pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
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*Hymn of Praise

Assisting minister

Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we

wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;

you are scat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our praycr.

For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,

1 1

you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,

— e ‘
in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the
inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by
your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Message

First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7
'Let me sing for my beloved
my love-song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
2He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.
3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
4What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?
5And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
6] will make it a waste;
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it shall not be pruned or hoed,

and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds

that they rain no rain upon it.

7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his pleasant planting;
he expected justice,
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness,
but heard a cry!

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 80:7-15
7Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
fYou have brought a vine out of Egypt;
you cast out the nations and planted it.
9You cleared the ground for it;
it took root and filled the land.
1°The mountains were covered by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
"You stretched out its tendrils to the sea
and its branches to the river.
“Why have you broken down its wall,
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
15The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
“Turn now, O God of hosts,
look down from heaven;
5sbehold and tend this vine;
preserve what your right hand has planted
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Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14
[Paul writes:] 4 If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have
more: Scircumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; °as to
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of
Christ. ®More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all
things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ %and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but
one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on
faith. '°I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of
his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, ''if somehow I may attain the
resurrection from the dead.

2Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his
own. '3Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I
do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, “I press
on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46

*Gospel Acclamation
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You have the words of e - ter - nal lle. Al - le - lu - ia.

This is the Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 21st chapter
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[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner
who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 3When
the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and
stoned another. 3°Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated
them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘“They will respect
my son.’” 33But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the
heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 29So they seized him, threw
him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 4°Now when the owner of the vineyard
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 4 They said to him, “He will put those
wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will
give him the produce at the harvest time.”

42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?

43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given
to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this
stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized
that he was speaking about them. +°They wanted to arrest him, but they feared
the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon
Hymn of the Day: Thine the Amen ELW #826
*Baptism Zayda Marie Holliday

Page 8

* Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands



*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need.

God of all grace, you are the source of life and joy. Strengthen the resolve of your
church throughout the world, that together we press on toward the goal of your
heavenly call in Jesus Christ. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of all creation, you plant and nourish the earth as your own precious
vineyard. Bless fields and orchards and the hands of those who labor in them,
that your people are fed with an abundant harvest of good fruit. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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God of all the earth, you desire peace and justice between nations and peoples.
Guide leaders of nations, states, provinces, and cities, that they faithfully govern
your people with wisdom, integrity, and compassion. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

God of all compassion, in Christ, you lovingly poured yourself out like wine for
your people. Have mercy on all who mourn, who struggle with their mental
health, who cry out for justice, who hunger, and all in any need. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of all steadfastness, you set Christ as the cornerstone and foundation of the
church. Build up this congregation as living stones, that it stands in the
community as a witness to your enduring faithfulness and love. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of all hope, the saints who came before us lived and died with their hearts
fixed on you. We give you thanks for their faithful witness, and we wait with hope
for the great day when we join their voices in praise. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace
L: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you

Offering — “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit
his soul?” (Mark 8:36)

*Offertory: We Are an Offering ELW #692

*Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
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God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in
blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of
all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing of Quilts & Baby Care Kits

L: God, we give thanks for all the hands that fashioned hope into a quilt or baby care
kit, for the hands that collected and sorted, for the hands that continually open wider
so that no one feels left out.

C: Holy God, bless these quilts and baby care kits that they may bring
warmth and comfort to any who are in need around the world. May the
love of Christ warm the hearts of all who receive them. Amen.

Blessing of 34 Grade Bibles

L: Receive the Word of God.
Learn its stories and study its words.
Its stories belong to us all,
And these words speak to us all.
They tell us who we are.
They tell us that we belong to one another, for we are the people of God.

C: We rejoice in this step in your journey with God.
We pray God will guide you, your family, and us as you use this
Holy Bible in your home, in your church school classes, and in
our worship.
We will learn together and grow in our love for God’s Word.
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*Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

*Sending Hymn: The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve ELW #551

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

Attendance for Sunday, October 1: 134
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October 8, 2023

October 15

Greeters: Les & Althea Stanley

Greeters: Terry & Joyce Putman

Reader: Jim Moorhead

Reader: Holly Larson

No communion

Communion: Dan Amundson,
Alton Ask & Brenda Degenhardt

Music: Virginia Bolin

Music: Wyatt Tripp

Coffee Fellowship Coffee Fellowship
Flower Pick Up — Friday, Oct. 13: | Flower Pick Up — Friday, Oct. 20:
Gary & Carol Haskins Gary & Carol Haskins

Pew Restocking — Month of Oct.:

Phil & Diane Dammen

Pew Restocking — Month of Oct.:
Phil & Diane Dammen

Money Counting — October 9:
Jo Ellen Siver-Alice Olson-Pete
Perkins

Money Counting — October 16:
Carol Glaman-Michelle Clark-Kelly
Funk

Altar Team — Month of October:
Linda Erickson & Carol Thorsen

Altar Team — Month of October:
Linda Erickson & Carol Thorsen

Food Pantry:
October 11: Les & Linda Mull

Food Pantry:
October 18: Les Stanley & Sheila Abbott

Nursing Home Bulletin Delivery -
October 13:

Morrow Home: Opportunity to serve
Rolling Hills: Opportunity to serve

Nursing Home Bulletin Delivery —
October 20:

Morrow Home: Doug Dengel

Rolling Hills: Sharon Nelson

Page 13

* Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands




