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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

Reformation Sunday 

October 25, 2020 

9:00 a.m. Worship – Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 
 

 

 

Order of Worship 

 

Prelude 

Welcome 

 

Psalm 46 

 
1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 

 though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 

 3though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
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 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

 the holy habitation of the Most High. 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 

 God will help it when the morning dawns. 

 6The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

 7The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 

 8Come, behold the works of the LORD; see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 

 9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; 

 he burns the shields with fire. 

 

 10"Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the 

earth." 

 11The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 

Hymn: Come, Now is the Time to Worship 

 

Come, now is the time to worship 

Come, now is the time to give your heart 

Come, just as you are to worship 

Come, just as you are before your God;  

Come 

 

One day every tongue will confess You are God 

One day every knee will bow 

Still the greatest treasure remains for those 

Who gladly choose You now. 

 

Come, now is the time to worship 

Come, now is the time to give your heart 

Come, just as you are to worship 

Come, just as you are before your God;  

Come 
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Prayer of the Day 

God of hope, 

You promised to make David’s household great among the nations. Then you sent your 

son, Jesus, to transform this world so that all people are one in the great household of 

God. Show us how to live as your children, as sisters and brothers in your holy and 

blessed realm, in the name of your son, Jesus Christ, who will one day welcome us all 

home. Amen. 

 

Reading: 2Samuel 7.1-17 

 

1 Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all 

his enemies around him, 2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a 

house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." 3 Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all 

that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you."  

 

4 But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5 Go and tell my servant 

David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6 I have not 

lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but 

I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have moved about 

among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of 

Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not 

built me a house of cedar?"  

 

8 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I 

took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9 

and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 

before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 

earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they 

may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no 

more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I 

will give you rest from all your enemies.  

 

Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 12 When your 

days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring 

after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.  
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13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 

forever. 14 I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. When he commits 

iniquity, I will punish him with a rod such as mortals use, with blows inflicted by human 

beings.  

 

15 But I will not take my steadfast love from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put 

away from before you. 16 Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 

before me; your throne shall be established forever.  

17 In accordance with all these words and with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David. 

 

Sermon 

Hymn: In Christ Alone 

 

In Christ alone, my hope is found 

He is my light, my strength, my song 

This cornerstone, this solid ground 

Firm through the fiercest draught and storm 

What heights of love, what depths of peace 

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 

My comforter, my all-in-all 

Here in the love of Christ, I stand 

 

No guilt in life, no fear in death 

This is the power of Christ in me 

From life’s first cry till final breath 

Jesus commands my destiny 

No power of hell, no scheme of man 

Can ever pluck me from his hand 

Till he returns or calls me home 

Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand 

Till he returns or calls me home 

Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand 

Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand 
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Presentation of Bibles 

 

Prayers: Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 

 

As we commemorate the Reformation this year, we do so in a time of pandemic. With the 

ecumenical and global family, we bring our prayers for healing. And we join with our 

siblings of other communions in joint service to the neighbor, in restraint and vigilance, 

and in shared witness. Let us now pray for the world, the church and all those in need. 

 

God of mercy, throughout history your goodness prevails, open the hearts of all people to 

discover the deep bond of community. Show us your goodness and mercy that endure 

forever. 

Hear our prayer. 

 

God of peace, bend that which is inflexible, the identity barriers that divide, the 

attachments that thwart reconciliation. Bring peace in this world.  

Restore wholeness among us and show us your mercy! 

Hear our prayer. 

 

God, our healer, come to our aid as COVID-19 continues to spread, heal those who are 

sick, protect families and friends from being infected.  

Support those in public health and medical services. Strengthen our resolve to eradicate 

all diseases, malaria, dengue, HIV & AIDS, and many others. Show us your mercy!  

Hear our prayer. 

 

God of justice, hasten justice for those suffering under the power of evil and every form 

of oppression and greed. Give new life to all. Show us your mercy! Hear our prayer. 

 

God, rock and fortress, protect refugees, those without homes or security, all the 

abandoned children. Help us always to defend human rights and dignity. Show us your 

mercy!  Hear our prayer. 

 

God creator, all creation groans in expectation, convert us from exploitation. Teach us to 

live in harmony with your creation. Show us your mercy! Hear our prayer. 
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God of mercy, strengthen and protect those who are persecuted for faith in you and those 

of other faiths who suffer persecution. Give us the courage to profess our faith.  

Your mercy endures forever. Hear our prayer. 

 

God of life, heal painful memories, transform complacency and indifference, inspire and 

sustain our ecumenical journey from conflict to communion, all of us branches on the one 

vine, Jesus Christ. Show us your mercy! Hear our prayer. 

 

God our sustenance, bring us together at your eucharistic table. Turn us to you and one 

another. Nurture within and among us a communion rooted in your love. Your mercy 

endures forever!  Hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

 

Offering 

 

Offering Prayer 

 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your 

good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and 

drink,and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread 

of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Communion 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond 

compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, 

into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by 

the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 

Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. Amen. 

 

Hymn:  A Mighty Fortress is Our God 

 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; 

our helper frees us from the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe, forsworn to work us woe, with guile and dreadful might  

is armed to wage the fight: on earth there is no equal. 

 

If we in our own strength confide, our striving turns to losing; 

the righteous one fights by our side, the one of God’s own choosing. 

You ask who this may be: Christ Jesus, it is he, the Lord of hosts by name. 

No other God we claim! None else can win the battle. 

 

Though all the world with devils fill and threaten to devour us, 

we tremble not, we trust God’s will: they cannot overpow’r us. 

Though Satan rant and rage, in fiercest war engage, this tyrant’s doomed to fail; 

God’s judgement must prevail! One little word shall triumph. 

 

God’s Word shall stand above the pow’rs, shall end all their thanksgiving. 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours, for God with us is living. 

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; though all of these be gone,  

they yet have nothing won. The kingdom’s our forever! 
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Sending: Go in peace, know that Christ is with you! Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 For October 11th: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $5234.50 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $230.00 

 


