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June, 2021 

Trinity Tidings 
*************************************************************************** 

612 North Water Street - Sparta, Wisconsin           608-269-5081       www.tlcsparta. org 

God’s Love-Our Hearts-God’s Work-Our Hands 

FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MARK  

Pentecost 

 

This past Sunday, we celebrated Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples, gifting them 
with the ability to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to all people, and giving people the ears to hear of 
Jesus’ love and salvation.   
 
In the book of Acts, we hear of how the Spirit came like tongues of fire.  Sometimes the Spirit descends like 
a dove, like when Jesus is baptized in the river Jordan, coming down and resting on Jesus.  In other places in 
the old and new testaments, the word that identifies the Holy Spirit is the word, breath.  The idea is that God 
breathes, and life happens.  God breathes and the grays are transformed into brilliant hues of color and  
texture.  God breathes and the silence of death becomes filled with the singing and shouting, meowing and 
barking and chirping and mooing and neighing, laughing and crying of a world filled with life.  God 
breathes, and worlds are created.   
 
In Ezekiel, the prophet is given a vision by God of a valley filled with dry bones. They are knit together, 
flesh and muscle cover the bones, but it is only when God sends God’s breath that fills the lungs, that  
animates, that the dry bones become living and breathing beings. God breathes and people are joined  
together as children of God, renewed, forgiven, redeemed, claimed, beloved.  God breathes and we can see 
God and know God in the face of Jesus Christ, God’s son. 
  
We take breathing for granted, for the most part.  But many of us have experienced times when the ability to 
breathe is limited; pneumonia, heart disease, emphysema, asthma; covid19; all leave us gasping for breath.  
Many of us have stood vigil at the bed of a loved one dying, watching as the breath is taken from them.  
Many of us have experienced times when it feels as though the breath is knocked right out of us;  
broken relationships, loss of jobs, the brokenness of our lives and our world leave us gasping for any sign of 
life-giving, life-sustaining breath. And just one year ago, George Floyd died, gasping, “I can’t breathe.” 
 
And we are left wondering, “Why God?  Why did you, using the words of the psalmist, take away the breath 
of so many?”  
 
And yet, God breathes, and a savior comes, Jesus Christ.  God breathes and the church is born, lives are 
changed, life happens, love comes.   
   
We can’t take a breath in without breathing out.  It is the same thing with breathing in the breath, the Holy 
Spirit of God.  We all need and want God’s gift of life.  We long to be filled with God’s spirit.  And maybe 
we desire to hold it in, being completely filled to the depths of our soul, holding all of God’s love within  
ourselves, not letting any of it escape from our mouths or noses, hoping and praying that all we need is to be 
filled completely. . . but we can’t help but breathe out. 
 
We breathe in and God’s spirit, God’s breath; gives us life.  And we exhale and God’s love comes out.   
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MARK (continued…) 

June, 2021 

For you see, we are not the source of life or breath, and what goes forth from us is from God.  
 
On that day of Pentecost, the Spirit, God’s breath, came rushing into where the disciples were; filling their 
lungs, giving them the ability to speak God’s Good News in Jesus to all the world. But the Spirit was also at 
work in a different way: “Amazed and astonished, the people asked, “Are not all these who are speaking  
Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language them speaking about God’s 
deeds of power?” 
 
It turns out that the Spirit opens ears as well as filling lungs. 
 
In his book, Life Together, Dietrich Bonhoeffer writes: 
 
“The first service one owes to others in a community involves listening to them. Just as our love for God  
begins with listening to God’s Word, the beginning of love for others is learning to listen to them. God’s love 
for us is shown by the fact that God not only give God’s Word, but also lends us God’s ear.” 
 
Dear friends we are filled with gifts: wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, teaching, fixing, planting, working; 
speaking, and listening.  We are filled with God’s holy breath, and we can’t hold it in.  
 
Jesus Christ calls us to let go, to exhale, to use all these gifts for all of God’s people.  So breathe in . . . . and 
breathe out.   
 
Solid Deo Gloria (To God alone the Glory) 
 
Pastor Mark Kvale 

This summer will provide us at Trinity with wonderful opportunities to gather for worship! 
 

Sundays this Summer 
We will continue to gather for worship on Sundays at 9 am, either physically in the sanctuary, or online. For 
those who worship in the sanctuary, we are being mindful of safe physical distancing, and we continue to  
require the use of masks to keep everyone safe. We will also be streaming worship on Trinity’s Facebook 
Group page and on YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta). 
 

June 13 
Worship on June 13 coincides with the La Crosse Area Synod’s Assembly. On the 13th, we will gather for  
worship at 9 am, in the sanctuary and online together with congregations throughout our synod. 
 

Fourth Sundays in June, July, and August 
On the fourth Sundays in the summer, we will gather for worship at the Evans Bossard Park Bandshell. There 
will be two worship opportunities at 9 am and 10:30. Worship will be led by the Worship Team. Please bring 
your own chair! 
 

Wednesdays in the Courtyard 
We will gather for a wonderful and informal time of hearing God’s Word, praying, and singing God’s praise at 
6pm in the Courtyard at Trinity. Please bring your own chair and yourselves as we pause in the midst of our 
busy weeks to breathe, pray, and worship a loving God who comes as Jesus Christ! 

 
 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH—WORSHIP THIS SUMMER 
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FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

June, 2021 

God’s Love - Our Hearts                         God’s Work - Our Hands 

We are continuing our regular in-house worship at 9 am 1st thru 3rd Sundays; with mitigations and protocols: 
Properly wear an effective mask; respect everyone’s larger personal space (stay physically distanced); wash 
your hands; if you feel ill, please stay home.  
 
Our attendance in-person attendance growing, with about 40 last Sunday. We can accommodate 50 to 70 
worshipers, so please join us if you feel comfortable. 
 
Trinity is also allowing other in-person gatherings and meetings, including quilting, cooking in the kitchen, as 
well as other meetings and activities. Sadly, the risk level remains too high to offer consumption of food  
in-house at this time. 
 
We will continue following up-to-date Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) reports in evaluating 
our return status.  
 
Our electronic worship services will continue, streamed on Facebook, YouTube, and taped on our website: 
tlcsparta.org. We will continue to offer remote meetings for those who prefer. Outdoor worship opportunities 
will continue as well. Join us in whatever way you are comfortable. 
 
God’s Work takes Our many Hands, leading and serving in a myriad of ways. 
 
If you have an interest in reaching out to members and to the greater community, please contact Bob Emery, 
chair of the Outreach Committee. 
 
Chuck Hogan is leading our Long-Term Planning Team in discerning Trinity’s pathway into our future. We 
would like 2 interested and motivated persons to work on the team for the next few months. Please contact 
Chuck or me if you will help. 
 
Here is a simple way you can help Trinity save money and decrease paper waste. Please consider receiving 
the Tidings electronically. You can just e-mail (or call) your request to the office and we will have the info 
we need to E-deliver the Tidings beginning with the July edition. 
 
Stay Safe and continue to think of, pray for, and help, all of our neighbors. 
 
Les Stanley 
President, 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
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YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 

June, 2021 

 

 

 

 

FCA Camp 

New dates! New location! 

Wednesday, June 30 - Saturday, July 3, University of Northwestern, St. Paul, MN 

COVID safety practices are in place, & it promises to be a powerful, faith-filled camp experience!  

Registration is open. For registration and FAQ’s, visit: Wisconsinfca.org/sportscamp.  

We are blessed that Trinity will be able to offer $100.00 scholarships for all of our kiddos going to camp! 

In addition, our WI FCA Chapter will be giving a $100.00 scholarship. 

When you register, please be sure to use this code to receive the scholarships: TRIN200. After you register for 

camp, please let Michelle know so she can keep an accurate and updated list.  

We are also in the process of working out transportation arrangements.  At this time, we are hopeful that we 

can travel by coach bus to & from camp.  More details will be shared as we figure out departure times, lunch 

plan, etc.  We may need an extra adult to ride the bus, & Michelle will be in touch about that.  Thank you for 

your patience & understanding as we plan to make camp so memorable for our kiddos! 

If you have any further questions, please contact Michelle at (608) 343-0324 or thehyattfive@gmail.com. 

Camp Sponsorships 

Our Youth & Family Ministry Team is reaching out to you - our Trinity family asking for your help.  We are in 

need of sponsors for our kids going to camp this summer.  Times are tough (as we all know), but we don’t 

want our precious kiddos to miss out on these opportunities that help them grow in their faith in so many 

ways.  We have 2 different camps that offer faith-filled summer experiences - Sugar Creek Bible Camp & FCA 

(Fellowship of Christian Athletes), & both of these camps are near & dear to my heart!  I cannot say enough 

on how these 2 camps have helped mold & shape our young people along their faith journey now & into the 

future.  I have seen firsthand all of the growth & positivity that comes from their experiences.  It truly fills my 

heart just how life-changing these camps are in so many ways!  An average week at camp is $400, & it is 

worth every penny!  Would you please prayerfully consider how you might be able to help - full scholarship, 

half scholarship ($200), quarter scholarship ($100), or any amount you feel in your heart that you are able to 

give.  EVERY single donation counts!  If you are able to donate or have any additional questions, please reach 

out to Michelle.  Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your love, support, & prayers towards these 

amazing & beloved children of God!   

mailto:thehyattfive@gmail.com
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YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 

June, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Summer Camp 2021 Online Registration is OPEN! 
We have exciting new programs as well as beloved favorites— 
be sure to check out our summer brochure or the program descriptions on our website. 
  
Follow the link button below to visit our Summer Programs page. 
 
As vaccines are delivered nationwide, safety practices are followed, medical knowledge increases, and camp 
programs and facilities are adapted, we are confident in moving forward with plans for summer Bible camp. 
Youth and families will benefit from camp now more than ever! 
 
We are blessed that Trinity will be able to offer $200.00 scholarships to help offset the cost of camp!  There 
will also be fundraising opportunities available, & more details will come on that.   
  
We hope YOU can join us at camp this summer.  As usual, all deposits and payments are refundable up until 
June 1, 2021 and possibly beyond depending on Covid-19.   
  
Please reach out to Michelle once you get registered for camp so that she can keep an updated list, or if you 
have any additional questions/concerns.  Thank you! 
                                        
                                                            We can’t wait to see you again! 
Sugarcreekbiblecamp.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chicken Q Thank You 

A HUGE, heartfelt thank you to the MANY hands that played a special part in the success of our Chicken Q & 
Bake Sale!  Over $1,800 was raised to help our young people get to camp this summer!!  Thank you to those 
who volunteered their time to help throughout the fundraiser, donated baked goods, or “drove through” to  
support our fundraiser.  Team Trinity ROCKS!  A very special thank you goes out to the Lions Club for  
partnering with us by planning preparations, cooking the delicious charcoal chicken, & overall, being so kind  
& helpful!  We thank God for this opportunity to work together serving our community together.   
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June, 2021 

YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 
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June, 2021 

GRADUATE PRAYER 

Dear God, 
 
We pray for our graduates today and lift them before you. We thank you so much for these 
we love and for the work you are continuing to do in their lives. They are a gift to us and to 
many others. And during this season of new beginnings, we ask that you would make their 
way clear. We ask that you would keep their footsteps firm and remind them that you are 
with them, always. May they sense the freshness of your Spirit over their lives in amazing 
ways, may they be strengthened, instilled with hope, for the new roads you have in store. 
 
And today, again, we release our children straight into your tender care. Because we know 
that’s the best place they could ever be. We thank you in advance for all you have in store,  
for this day, for this year, for their lives. 
 
We pray for protection, for your covering, that you would surround their lives as with a 
shield. Protect their coming and going. We ask that you would help them to live aware in a 
dark world and keep harm or evil intent far away. We ask that you would hide them in the 
safety of your powerful presence. 
 
Our world is currently anxious, fearful and uncertain. We pray our graduates are filled with 
your courage and strength, that they may be a light to their friends and neighbors in this  
uncertain time. 
 
We ask for your wisdom and clear direction over their lives, that you would give them  
understanding beyond their years. Thank you that your timing is perfect. We pray that you 
would direct their steps, that your plans for them would prosper; that every place you have 
determined for them to walk would be paved clear. We ask for you to open doors that need 
to be opened and close every one that should be shut tight. Allow every gift and treasure you 
have placed inside their lives to grow, develop, and flourish, to bring you glory. 
 
We ask that you would remind them every day how very much you love them, that they 
would find security and confidence fully in you, knowing that you are trustworthy and true. 
 
We ask that you would teach them your ways and fill them with an unquenchable desire to 
learn your Word. Give them a compassionate spirit, and the wisdom to look beyond outward 
appearances to the heart within. We pray that you would surround them with friends and 
leaders who would challenge them to press closer to you. 
 
We ask for your peace to cover them. We ask for laughter and joy to fill their days. We pray 
that you would give them boldness and courage to face challenges set before them, with the 
confidence and peace that can only come from your spirit. 
 
We ask that you would raise up greatness in their lives, greatness in this generation, willing to 
stand strong and true, passionate for you, believing that you have designed them for purpose 
and good works, which you have planned and prepared in advance for them to do. 
 
Be a lamp for their feet, and a light to their path. Shine over them. Fill them with your spirit. 
Bless them with your favor and peace. 
 
In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen. 
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June, 2021 

GERANIUMS THAT HAVE BEEN PLANTED IN OUR OUTDOOR SPACE 

 

Many thanks to everyone who purchased geraniums in Honor of 

and/or in Memory of  a loved one for planting in our outdoor space 

 
 
 

In Honor of Eleanor Hansen and In Memory of our parents and In Memory of Stan Bernette from Rita Bernette 
In Memory of my son and daughter from Shirley Harris 

In Memory of Cora Olson and Alice Zwiefel and In Honor of Lana Zwiefel from Brenda & Hatti Degenhardt 
In Memory of Ethel Anderson & Maggie Lisney from Beverly Lisney 

In Honor of my family from Marie Grewal 
In Memory of Harvey & Shirley Monson, James & Doris Larson, David Larson & Roger Larson 

from Larry & Nila Larson 
In Memory of Cora Olson and Alice Zwiefel from Larry & Lana Zwiefel 

In Memory of our parents, Elmer & Ida Peterson and Wallace & Wilda Erickson, from Gary & Betty Peterson 
In Memory of George & Bea Helgesen and Russell Bernett and In Honor of Tootie Bernett from 

Steve & Judy Bernett 
In Memory of our mothers, Elaine Haug & Beverly Solberg, from Ron & Pauline Haug 

In Honor of our family from Larry & Julee Hopkins 
In Memory of my mom, Marian Tainter, and my sisters, Lorie Brown & Terrie Haugen, from Myrt (Mary Holte) 

In Honor of Tess, Siri & Tara from Phil & Diane Dammen 
In Honor of Lorraine Lutjen and In Memory of Jeanne Schroers from Michael & Deb Bonello-Lutjen 

In Memory of Jan Larson and Joanie Olson from Dave & Maryann Bolstad 
In Memory of Donna Kastberg from Warren Kastberg 

In Honor of Betty Peterson and In Memory of Dyanne Hyatt & Shel Urfalino from 
Andy, Michelle, Adelynn, Braylee & Gabby Hyatt 

In Memory of my mother and father, Robert & Luciele Dengel and my brother, 
Dave Dengel, from Doug Dengel 

In Honor of our granddaughters from Dave & Lori Stigen 
In Memory of Harriet Bohl from Tootie Bernett 

In Memory of Helgi & Ida Helgeson from Gretchen Grewal 
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TRINITY MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND 

June, 2021 

2021 Scholarship Awards 

 

Each year the Trinity Mission Endowment committee distributes interest earned on the ELCA Endowment 
Pooled Trust Fund. In May, a portion of the interest earned is awarded as scholarships for Trinity members  
attending ELCA colleges and seminaries and other colleges or technical schools. The committee has awarded 
2021 scholarships: 
 
$100 scholarships to Kadon Milne and Myah Kenyon and $250 scholarships to Makayla Henthorne, Adelynn 
Hyatt, Kelsey Baker and Jenavieve Ender. Congratulations to all Trinity high school graduates and returning 
college students. May God bless your journey. 
 
The Trinity Mission Endowment committee invites members to consider including the Trinity Mission  
Endowment Fund in your estate plans. A charitable bequest is one of the easiest ways to have a lasting impact 
on the ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church. A bequest may be made in your will, trust, or through a  
beneficiary designation. If you have questions about the Mission Endowment Fund, contact Mark Baltz.  For 
more information about how to support the Trinity Mission Endowment Fund with a planned or legacy gift, 
Cindy Halverson is the regional gift planner for the ELCA Foundation (cynthia.halverson@elca.org or  
773-380-2572).  She is available to answer questions or assist you in planning a gift to the Trinity Mission  
Endowment Fund. By including the Trinity Mission Endowment Fund as part of your  
legacy, you have the satisfaction of knowing you will be providing support for ministries 
such as the Trinity college scholarship award into perpetuity. 

Eleanor Hansen’s Birthday from: 

Beth Roehm 
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Needed Weekly to Meet  
Budgeted Mission - $7576.88 

Trinity Lutheran Church - Report of 
the Treasurer 4/30/2021 

June, 2021 

April 18, 2021 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is 

$7643.88 
Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is 

$657.00 

April 25, 2021 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is  

$4421.50 
Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is  

$227.00 

May 2, 2021 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is  

$9492.50 
Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is  

$320.10 

May 9, 2021 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is  

$9333.50 
Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is  

$726.30 

May 16, 2021 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is  

$3558.88 
Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is  

$810.30 

Average giving per week this month: $7,444.33  

    

Annual Budget:  $393998; needed each week to  

meet budgeted expenses: $7576.88  

    

General fund:   

Balance 3/31/2021  ($9,372.54) 

April Giving  $29,777.33  

April Disbursements  ($30,792.76) 

miscellaneous entries  $6.23  

Balance 4/30/2021   ($10,381.74) 

    

Total Giving: BUDGET Non-budget 

April  $29,777.33  $1,926.81  

Total   $29,777.33  $1,926.81  

    

1st Community Credit Union:  

Loan balance 2/28/2021 $67,073.23  

April principal  ($1,298.40) 

April Extra principal  ($2,638.95) 

April interest $256.35   

New loan balance 4/30/2021 $63,135.88  

    

Designated Funds:  Balances as of 4/30/2021: 

    

Total Withholding  $2,751.54 

Total Pass-through Amounts $1,591.55  

Prepaid pledges  $0.00  

General Fund  ($10,381.74) 

Building Capital Fund  $4,820.00  

Memorial   $7,096.62  

Endowment  $325.00  

Contingency Reserve Balance $20,000.00  

Misc Undesignated Fund (Estate) $21,148.61  

Youth Checking  $1,408.00  

Worship & Music  $6,143.94  

Education Ministry  $8,606.88  

Fellowship &Outreach  $3,945.77  

Building General Expenses $5,544.76  

Thrivent Choice Fund  $6,118.56  

Community Outreach  $1,957.87  

Sabbatical Fund   $6,295.99  

Total Fund balances   $87,373.35  

    

Tammy Barclay, Treasurer  

    

Note from the Treasurer: 

It has been the practice of this congregation, since the  
building of the new addition in 1997, that the amounts  
contributed in the special “Building” envelopes be used  
specifically for the reduction of our building loan principal. 
 
This extra payment is typically made after all entries for the 
previous year have been finalized and our books have been 
audited.  The extra payment was made in April 2021. 
 
During 2020, a total of $2638.95 was contributed through 
the special building envelopes and was paid extra on our 
mortgage.  A special thanks to all who have made the  
reduction of our loan a priority in their giving to Trinity! 
 
Tammy Barclay, Trinity Treasurer 
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June, 2021 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

CIRCLES 

What’s Happening 

  at Trinity... 

                                             FROM THE OFFICE: 
                                      Tidings articles for July are due by 
                                      June 22, 2021.  Thank you! 
 
                                      Next meeting of the Church Council 
                                      is June 8, 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

Joy Circle—Thursday, June 10th at 10 am—SR 
 

Shalom Circle—Thursday, June 10th at 1 pm—SR 
 

If you would like more information about joining a  
Women’s Circle, please contact one of the following  

women and they will gladly assist you: 
 

Mary Circle—Debbie Bassett—487-0960 
Joy Circle—Jean Hays—269-6121 

Shalom Circle—Kathleen Sumrall—487-2799 

FOOD PANTRY 

If you have any prayer concerns, please contact  
Pastor Mark at pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com  

or Jonelle Intihar, our prayer group coordinator, 
jonelle@the intihars.com (we will post prayer  

requests for 2 weeks unless we hear otherwise).  
Thank you! 

Trinity is one of four churches whose members  
operate the Ecumenical Food Pantry.  It is  

coordinated by a Board of two members from each 
church.  Would you consider being a member of 

that Board to represent Trinity?  There is currently 
a full slate of officers, so your duties would only be 
to coordinate our wonderful Trinity volunteers and 

attend 2-3 meetings a year.  Developing a three-
month schedule takes about an hour every three 

months.  If this is something you feel called to do or 
just want more information, please contact  

Ann Kvale or Maureen Sullivan. 

QUILTERS 

Join us—A call goes out to anyone 
who likes to quilt or would like to 
try.  You don’t need to know “how” 
to sew.  You need to be friendly 
and like to be busy.  We currently 
quilt M-F from 8:30-10:30 am 
(unless we run out of supplies) in 
the  
Ed Building.  Enter through the 
main door by the church office and 
sign in.  You don’t need to call—
just show up! 
 
Also, the quilters are in need of 
sheets; no white or knit.  Please 
check your linen closets and if you 
find some that you can give up, 
please drop 
them off at the church—612 North 

Join us—A call goes out to  
anyone who likes to quilt or would 

like to try.  You don’t need to 
know “how” to sew.  You need to 

be friendly and like to be busy.  
We currently quilt M-F from 8:30-

10:30 am (unless we run out of 
supplies) in the Ed Building.   

Enter through the main door by 
the church office and sign in.  You 
don’t need to call—just show up! 
Also, the quilters are in need of 

sheets; no white or knit.  Please 
check your linen closets and if you 

find some that you can give up, 
please drop them off at the 

church—612 North Water Street, 
Sparta.  Thank you! 
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June 2021 

Wishing all Fathers, a day filled with warm memories,  

unconditional Love, and Total Peace!  God Bless! 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE 

Our Stephen Ministry program at Trinity is in need of more Stephen Leaders.  This  
article gives information about what Stephen Leaders do, who can be a Stephen  
Leader, and how Stephen Leaders are trained. 
 
Stephen Leaders are lay people of all ages (18 years and older) and from diverse 
backgrounds who share a common passion: bringing Christ’s love and care to hurting 
people. They use their gifts of teaching, leadership, organization, and administration to 
help make Stephen Ministry happen. 
 
Stephen Leaders recruit, train, lead, and support Stephen Ministers - lay caregivers 
who use their gifts of empathy, listening, mercy, and service to provide one-to-one, 
distinctively Christian care to people experiencing life difficulties. You do not need to 
be trained as a Stephen Minister to serve as a Stephen Leader. 
 
The steps to becoming a Stephen Leader are to attend the Bridge Leader’s Training 
Course (BLTC) and then be commissioned by the congregation. 
 
What Do Stephen Leaders Do? 
Stephen Leaders work as a team to grow Stephen Ministry by carrying out these 
tasks: 
 
Planning and administering: overseeing and managing the system that will keep 
Stephen Ministry running smoothly and going strong in the congregation. 
 
Publicizing, educating, and casting a vision for Stephen Ministry inside and  
outside the congregation. 
 
Recruiting, selecting, and training Stephen Ministers: identifying and equipping 
congregation members to serve effectively as lay caregivers. 
 
Identifying care receivers and matching them with Stephen Ministers for one-
to-one caring relationships. 
 
Coordinating Small Group Peer Supervision to ensure Stephen Ministers receive 
the ongoing support they need. 
 
Leading continuing education to help Stephen Ministers keep honing their skills and 
growing as caregivers. 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE (continued…) 

How are Stephen Leaders Trained? 
 
Stephen Leaders are trained through the Bridge Leader’s Training Course. 
 
The Bridge Leader’s Training Course (BLTC) is a live, interactive, online learning  
experience for equipping members of Stephen Ministry congregations to serve as  
Stephen Leaders. 
 
Participants are grouped in cohorts of about 20 people from congregations across the 
US and around the world. Each cohort is led by two experienced trainers from Stephen 
Ministries St. Louis, allowing for individualized attention.  
 
The training consists of 10 interactive online sessions of 2½ hours each, including  
devotional time at the beginning of each session and a 15-minute break at the  
midpoint. The typical BLTC schedule involves two sessions a week for 5 weeks or one 
session per week for 10 weeks. Sessions are delivered via Zoom. New cohorts start on 
a regular basis. 
 
Participating in the BLTC will equip you to strengthen Stephen Ministry at Trinity. You 
will gain the knowledge, skills, and resources needed to grow our Stephen Ministry. 
Skills are taught through a variety of teaching and learning methods - including  
presentation, group discussion, video, and skill practice - for an engaging, enjoyable 
and productive training experience. 
 
You’ll also be introduced to the Stephen Ministry Leader’s Manual and learn how it will 
guide and support your ministry. This resource provides everything you’ll need to direct 
your Stephen Ministry. 
 
You are invited to pray about Stephen Ministry at Trinity and the role God has for you 
in this important ministry. Ask God to reveal to you whether being a Stephen Leader is 
the right fit for you. 
 
To learn more about becoming a Stephen Leader or to get enrolled in the BLTC, please 
talk to one of our Stephen Leaders, Pastor Mark Kvale, Ann Kvale, or Jan Jenkins  

2021 BISHOP ELECTION CANDIDATES 

2021 Bishop Election Candidates: 

The La Crosse Area Synod's Assembly this year is a very important one. We will be electing a new bishop. To 
find out more information on the pastors who have been nominated, and to find out more information on 
the process of electing a bishop please visit: 
BISHOP ELECTION PAGE 

 
2021 Bishop Election Candidates (in alphabetical order by last name): 
Rev. Meg Eiben Hoversten                                Rev. Becky Piper 
Rev. Elizabeth "Libby" Howe                            Rev. Anna Sorenson 
Rev. Felix Malpica                                           Rev. Becky Swanson 
Rev. Steve E. Meyer 
 

https://www.lacrosseareasynod.org/2021bishopelection
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MISSION MOMENT 

ELCA Global Mission 
 

     More than a year into the COVID-19 pandemic, here's the latest update on ELCA missionaries and how 
they're at work around the world. When the pandemic first swept the world, the ELCA asked mission  
personnel to come back to the United States for a period. Since then, almost all missionaries have been able to 
return to their countries of service. A year later, many ELCA members have asked, “Are missionaries still 
serving internationally?” The answer is: Yes! The ELCA continues to send missionaries into the world to serve 
alongside our companions and partners in ministry, based on their needs and requests. 
 
     Currently, more than 110 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America missionary households are serving in 45 
countries, including three new missionaries sent in 2020 and open positions being interviewed for in 2021. Our 
missionaries serve in a variety of roles, working alongside our companions to proclaim the gospel, raise up 
leaders, care for those in need, and help ELCA members develop relationships with our siblings in Christ 
around the world. 
 
     As we as a global community continue to respond to the lasting impacts of COVID-19, the rise of variants, 
and uncertainty surrounding vaccine rollout, the YAGM program had to cancel its second year of service in a 
row. This has resulted in the service of all YAGM country coordinators ending in March of this year. We  
continue to monitor the situation and plan to resume the YAGM program in 2022.  
 
     In engaging God’s reconciling mission through accompaniment, we work to equip ourselves and our  
companions for our call to share the good news and to serve our neighbors. There will always be very real 
challenges. But God invites us to the table, and then sends us out with our companions to share and to serve. 
Together, we can continue to live out God’s reconciling love. 
 
     If you’re sensing a call to global service, consider applying for an open position.  Explore global ELCA job 
openings here:  https://elca.org/Careers/Global-Service-Opportunities 

Passing into Eternal Life 

In Loving Memory of… 

Kathy Haag—May 13, 2021 

Terrie Haugen—May 17, 2021 (Myrt’s sister) 
 
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling 

places. If it were not so, would I have told you 

that I go to prepare a place for you?
[b]

 
3 
And if I go 

and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 

you may be also.  

John 14:2-3 

https://www.facebook.com/ELCAGlobalMission/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUfNIQQobAa7nOs-0el_7WYrlAobHCuG0cmKB6g4v7LKb3wR6Pfnm-zl1hTxfRaVcebpAll6jcCctCTQ4d0YdWYGYanzX9cE_psY1h4KSNynL4Ie83z_xlyyp52Klj3cq7AEqHGLDTBudWYKfaOxthu&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26660b
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FOOD PANTRY ACCOMPANISTS 

Date 

June 2 

June 9 

June 16 

June 22 (Tuesday) 

June 23 

June 30 

 

Volunteers 

Les Stanley & Jan Jenkins 

Audrey Zebell & Alice Olson 

Debbie Page & Julie Erickson 

Mary Herrman & Robyn Ryba 

Maureen Sullivan & Courtney Kress 

Anita Jensen & Donna Boland 

 

 

Date 
 

June 6 
 

June 13 
 
 

June 20 
 

June 27 

Accompanist 
 

Adell Morton 
 

Synod Assembly Worship 
(no accompanists needed) 

 
Wyatt Tripp 

 
Worship Team 

(Worship in the park) 
 
 
 
 
 

MONEY COUNTERS 

Date 

June 1 

June 7 

June 14 

June 21 

June 28 

 

Volunteers 

Linda Winderton—Dave Olson—Diane Dammen 

Fred Olsen—Nancy Oswald—Gail Baltz 

Alton Ask—Audrey Zebell—Bill McClain 

Carol Thorsen—Adell Morton—Brenda Degenhardt 

JoEllen Siver—Alice Olson—Gary Peterson 

 

 

LET US PRAY 

Thank you Lord for this beautiful new day.  For Your gift 
called life.  For the grace of being alive today.  For the 

chance to make a new beginning.  For all the people You 
put in my life when I needed them.  For Your love that 

protects me all day long.   

Amen.   


