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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

9th Sunday after Pentecost; Lectionary 17 

July 25, 2021 – 9:00 a.m.  & 10:30 a.m. (Evans Bosshard Park) 

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta) 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

 
Order of Worship 

Prelude: Start a Fire 
Welcome 
 
Psalm 145 (see handout) 
 
10All your works shall praise you, O Lord, 
  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
 11They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 
  and speak of your power, 
 12that all people may know of your power 
  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
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 13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom;  
your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
  You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your 
works.  
 14The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 15The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, 
  and you give them their food in due season. 
 16You open wide your hand 
  and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 17You are righteous in all your ways 
  and loving in all your works. 
 18You are near to all who call upon you, 
  to all who call upon you faithfully.  
 
Hymn: How Great Thou Art 
 
1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
 consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
 I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
 thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed; 
 
Refrain 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 
 how great thou art! How great thou art! 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 
 how great thou art! How great thou art! 
 
2 When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
 I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
 when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
 and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;  Refrain 
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3 But when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
 sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 
 that on the cross my burden gladly bearing 
 he bled and died to take away my sin;  Refrain 
 
4 When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 
 and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
 Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
 and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!”  Refrain 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for 
your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be 
the true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Special Music: Were You There 
 
Gospel: John 6.1-21 
 
1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of 
Tiberias. 2A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he 
was doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his 
disciples. 4Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5When he looked 
up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we 
to buy bread for these people to eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself 
knew what he was going to do. 7Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would 
not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of his disciples, 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy here who has five 
barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” 10Jesus 
said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the 
place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, 
and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so 
also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his 
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disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13So 
they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by 
those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14When the people saw the sign 
that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come 
into the world.” 
  15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to 
make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 
  16When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17got into a boat, 
and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet 
come to them. 18The sea became rough because a strong wind was 
blowing. 19When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus 
walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 20But he 
said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21Then they wanted to take him into the 
boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going. 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: Days of Elijah 
 
These are the days of Elijah, declaring the Word of the Lord. 
And these are the days of your servant, Moses, righteousness being restored. 
And though these are the days of great trials, of famine and darkness and sword, 
Still we are the voice in the desert, crying, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord.” 
 
Chorus 
Behold He comes riding on the clouds, shining like the sun at the trumpet call 
Lift your voice, it's the year of jubilee, and out of Zion's hill salvation comes. 
 
These are the days of Ezekiel, the dry bones becoming as flesh 
And these are the days of Your servant David, rebuilding a temple of praise. 
These are the days of the harvest the fields are as white in Your world 
And we are the labourers in Your vineyard declaring the word of the Lord! 
 
Chorus 
Behold He comes riding on the clouds, shining like the sun at the trumpet call 
Lift your voice, it's the year of jubilee, and out of Zion's hill salvation comes. 
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Prayers 
 
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church,  
the world, and all of creation. 
 
We pray for the church. Bless the ministries of our neighboring congregations.  
Empower churches throughout the world and encourage missionaries who 
accompany global neighbors. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration, that all people 
may know your loving works. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and come to the 
aid of those enduring sweltering heat. Nurture wheat and barley crops grown for 
the nourishment of your people and conserve aquatic habitats and fish 
populations.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for those who govern. Cast out arrogance, selfishness, and corruption 
and instruct those who lead to practice compassion and humility. Inspire them 
with a vision of the common good and a commitment to ensure that all who 
hunger are fed.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for those bowed down by heavy burdens: those who are unemployed or 
underemployed, those unable to find affordable housing, and those without 
health insurance. Console those who grieve and hear the cries of those who call to 
you for healing. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for this assembly. Deepen our resolve to use what we have to serve those 
in need. When we worry that we do not have enough resources for ministry, 
assure us of your abundance. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We give thanks for those who have died. As you sustained them through all their 
days, so dwell in our hearts, that we may have the power to comprehend, with all 
the saints, the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your 
saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
 
A reading for offering: Jeremiah 17.7-8 
 

7Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. 
 8They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. 
 It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green;  
in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever 
ask.  As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world 
with your own life. In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 
be upon you now and forever. Amen. 
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Hymn: I’ll Fly Away 
 
Some glad morning when this life is o'er, I'll fly away; 
To a home on God's celestial shore, I'll fly away (I'll fly away). 
 
Chorus 
I'll fly away, Oh Glory I'll fly away; (in the morning) 
When I die, Hallelujah, by and by, I'll fly away (I'll fly away). 
 
When the shadows of this life have gone, I'll fly away; 
Like a bird from prison bars has flown, I'll fly away (I'll fly away) 
 
Chorus 
 
Just a few more weary days and then, I'll fly away; 
To a land where joy shall never end, I'll fly away (I'll fly away) 
 
Chorus 
 
 
Go in peace, you are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God! 
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