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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 

612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin  54656    Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

July 31, 2022 

Lectionary 18 – 8th Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary & live-streaming 

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta) 

Our worship service will also be recorded and will be available on our website 

www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 
 

 

 
Order of Worship 

Prelude 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
The Ringing of the Bell 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
The Father above us, 
The Son beside us, 
The Spirit within us. 
Amen.   

mailto:office@tlcsparta.org
http://www.tlcsparta.org/
http://www.tlcsparta.org/
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Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
Let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God, our provider, 
We cannot 
believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from our ways. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Forgive our stubborn hearts. 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and make us your faithful disciples. 
Amen. 
 
Who is in a position to condemn? 
Only Jesus Christ. 
Yet Christ died for us. 
Christ rose for us. 
Christ reigns in power for us. 
Christ prays for us. 
Anyone in Christ is a new creation. 
The old is finished and gone, 
a new life has begun 
Friends believe the good news of the Gospel 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
Amen. 
 
*Opening Hymn:  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  #807 
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*Prayer of the Day 
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our 
lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive 
to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 
 2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 
  vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
 
12I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13applied my mind to seek 
and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy 
business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. 14I saw all the 
deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 
 
 2:18I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must 
leave it to those who come after me 19—and who knows whether they will be wise 
or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom 
under the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I turned and gave my heart up to despair 
concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes one who 
has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by 
another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22What do 
mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? 23For 
all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their 
minds do not rest. This also is vanity. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 49:1-12 
 1Hear this, all you peoples; 
  give ear, all you who dwell in the world, 
 2you of high degree and low, 
  rich and poor together. 
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 3My mouth shall speak of wisdom, 
  and my heart shall meditate on understanding. 
 4I will incline my ear to a proverb 
  and set forth my riddle upon the harp.  
 5Why should I be afraid in evil days, 
  when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me, 
 6the wickedness of those who put their trust in their own prowess, 
  and boast of their great riches? 
 7One can never redeem another, 
  or give to God the ransom for another’s life; 
 8for the ransom of a life is so great 
  that there would never be enough to pay it, 
 9in order to live forever and ever 
  and never see the grave. 
 10For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid they 
perish 
  and leave their wealth to those who come after them. 
 11Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from 
generation to generation, 
  though they had named lands after themselves. 
 12Even though honored, they cannot live forever; 
  they are like the beasts that perish.  
 
*Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 
Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 
 
This is the Holy Gospel according to Luke the twelfth Chapter.  Glory to you, O 
Lord. 
 
13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
family inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a 
judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your 
guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance 
of possessions.” 16Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced 
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abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to 
store my crops?’ 18Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and 
build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will 
say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 
drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is 
being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they 
be?’ 21So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich 
toward God.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
*Apostles’ Creed        Page 105 
 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
O God, you are wholeness. Where there is division in your church, bring 
reconciliation and healing. Guide the work of theologians, Sunday school 
teachers, seminary professors, and all who provide instruction for the building up 
of your church. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
O God, you are the source of all life. Where creation cries out in distress, bring 
relief and renewal. Bless farmers, ranchers, distributors, and all who provide our 
food. Nourish the land and all its habitants. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
O God, you are wisdom. Where nations and communities yearn for peace, bring 
justice. Strengthen those who toil for the welfare of others, especially military 
personnel, police, first responders, and activists, and for the healing of the 
nations. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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O God, you are life. Where your people are overwhelmed with the busy-ness of 
life, may they find encouragement.  By your Spirit may those in mourning find 
peace.  Accompany all who experience emotional, mental, or physical distress. 
Renew us at your table of mercy. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
O God, you are our treasure. Where scarcity and anxiety pervade your church, 
bring abundance and vitality. Guide the work of our church council and 
committees.  Bless our call committee.  Grant all church leaders clarity for the 
work of ministry in this place. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
O God, you are resurrection. We give you thanks for all your saints. Inspire us by 
their example of faithful living to set our minds on things above and to be rich in 
love toward you. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your 
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.  Amen. 
 
*Sharing of the Peace 
 
Offering – “Furthermore, as for every man to whom God has given riches and 
wealth, He has also empowered him to eat from them and to receive his reward 
and rejoice in his labor; this is the gift of God.”  (Ecclesiastes 5:19) 
 

Thank you for your continued support of Trinity’s ongoing mission 
to serve the people of God in our community and the world.  Your 
offering can be placed in the offering plate in the narthex as you 
leave.  You may also mail it in, leave it in the lockbox outside the 
main door or use one of the electronic means available.  Scan the 
QR code to donate now to Trinity’s General Fund.  Thank you! 

 
*Offering Prayer 



 
 
 

Page 7 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

 

 

God of abundance:  you have set before us a plentiful harvest.  As we feast on 
your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for 
the good of all, in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

*Great Thanksgiving (spoken)     Page 152 
*Preface 
*Holy, holy, holy Lord (sung)      Page 153 
Words of Institution 
The Lord’s Prayer       Page 154 
 
Communion 
 
*Prayer after Communion 
Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us 
with your mercy.  Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, 
that all may come to know your love.  This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
*Blessing 
The God of peace, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life 
this day and always. 
Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn:  You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore   #817 
 
*Dismissal 
Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Attendance for Sunday, July 17, 2022 – 76 

For July 10th, 2022: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $5937.55 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $4356.81 

For July 17th, 2022: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $6153.88 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $704.00 
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  Sunday, July 31, 2022 

9:00 a.m.:   
Reader – Robyn Ryba 
Ushers  - Paul & Chuck Amundson, Mark Baltz, Alice Olson 
Music  - Accompanist:  Adell Morton 
Altar Team – Month of July:  Diane Dammen   
                             Month of August:  Larry & Nila Larson 
Coffee Fellowship – Judy Schure 
Flower Pick Up –Friday, August 5th:  Alton Ask 
Money Counters-Mon., Aug. 1st-Carol Glaman-Gary Peterson-Maryann Bolstad 
Food Pantry – August 3rd – Audrey Zebell & Alice Olson 
 

Sunday, August 7, 2022 
9:00 a.m.: 
Reader – Kristine Tock 
Ushers – Paul & Chuck Amundson, Mark Baltz, Alice Olson 
Music – Accompanist:  Adell Morton 
Altar Team – Month of August:  Larry & Nila Larson 
Coffee Fellowship – Opportunity to serve 
Flower Pick Up – Friday, August 12th:  Alton Ask 
Money Counters-Mon., August 8th-Audrey Zebell-Donna Boland-Alton Ask 
Food Pantry – August 10th – Les Stanley & Jan Jenkins 
 

Sunday, August 14, 2022 
9:00 a.m.: 
Reader – TBD 
Ushers – Paul & Chuck Amundson, Mark Baltz, Alice Olson 
Music – Accompanist:  Adell Morton 
Altar Team – Month of August:  Larry & Nila Larson 
Coffee Fellowship – Opportunity to serve 
Flower Pick Up – Friday, August 19th:  Alton Ask 
Money Counters-Mon., August 15th-Linda Winterton-Dave Olson-Diane 
Dammen 
Food Pantry – August 17th – Mary Herrman & Judy Bernett 


