Trinity Lutheran Church — ELCA

612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081
Office Email: office@tlcsparta.org Website: www.tlcsparta.org
Christmas Day
December 25, 2023 — 9:00 a.m.

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta)
Our worship service will also be recorded
and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org

Order of Worship
Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
Ringing of the Bell
*Opening Hymn: Good Christian Friends Rejoice ELW 288
*Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
Q L
ﬁm e ——— " — - [ N— )
o =
let us pray to the Lord Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
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*Hymn of Praise

Assisting minister

Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on carth.

All

Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we

wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.

|

1
1
1 1 | B § 1 1 1 &

7 T + T T - -

Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are scat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.

For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A : men.
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*Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world
has brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and
empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 62:6-12
A reading from Isaiah.

6Upon your walls, O Jerusalem,
I have posted sentinels;

all day and all night
they shall never be silent.

You who remind the LORD,
take no rest,

7and give him no rest
until he establishes Jerusalem
and makes it renowned throughout the earth.

8The LORD has sworn by his right hand
and by his mighty arm:

I will not again give your grain
to be food for your enemies,

and foreigners shall not drink the wine
for which you have labored;

9but those who garner it shall eat it
and praise the LORD,

and those who gather it shall drink it
in my holy courts.

10Go through, go through the gates,
prepare the way for the people;

build up, build up the highway,
clear it of stones,
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lift up an ensign over the peoples.
1The LORD has proclaimed
to the end of the earth:
Say to daughter Zion,
“See, your salvation comes;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.”
12They shall be called, “The Holy People,
The Redeemed of the LORD®;
and you shall be called, “Sought Out,
A City Not Forsaken.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 97
'The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice;
let the multitude of the isles be glad.
2Clouds and darkness surround the LORD,
righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne.
3Fire goes before the LORD,
burning up enemies on every side.
4Lightnings light up the world;
the earth sees and trembles.
5The mountains melt like wax
before the Lord of all the earth.
¢The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD,
and all the peoples see your glory.
7Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods!
Bow down before the LORD, all you gods.
8Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice,
because of your judgments, O LORD.
9For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth;
you are exalted far above all gods.
10You who love the LORD, hate evil!
God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the
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hand of the wicked.
uLight dawns for the righteous,
and joy for the honest of heart.
12Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous,
and give thanks to God’s holy name.

Second Reading: Titus 3:4-7

A reading from Titus.

4When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, she saved
us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to
his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 6This
Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of
eternal life.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
*Gospel: Luke 2:1-20

*Gospel Acclamation
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Al-1e - uw - Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - lu - fil.

This is the Holy Gospel according to Luke the 2rd chapter
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In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of
the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place

while[a] Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town
to register.

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to
him and was expecting a child. ¢ While they were there, the time came for the
baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for
them.

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over
their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 1© But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the
people. 1 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the
Messiah, the Lord. 2 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in
cloths and lying in a manger.”

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has told us about.”

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in
the manger. 7 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and
pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been
told.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24976a

Sermon
Hymn of the Day: Joy to the World ELW 267

*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for
ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves.

Christ is born and your Spirit is poured out upon us. Renew your church through
the gift of baptism. Unite your faithful people across both distance and
denomination. Teach us to live by your grace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
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You reveal your presence over the heights of the mountains, through the cloud
and lightning, and beyond the trembling of the earth. Still the storms that
threaten the lands and send relief to all places and peoples experiencing natural
disasters, extreme temperatures, or famine. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

Let all the ends of the earth know the promise of your reconciliation and renewal.
Make beautiful the work of peacemakers, community organizers, and advocates
who work to ensure that all people flourish in safety and dignity. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God, be our comfort and our redemption. Seek out all who feel forsaken or
forlorn, especially those who are marginalized because of their race, sexuality,
gender expression, or immigration status. Heal all who struggle in any way. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Following the example of Mary and Joseph, let all our families, whatever their
shape or size, reflect your holy and life-giving love. Bless adoptive families, foster
families, and guardians. Hold in mercy all who are childless, by choice or by life
circumstance. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

As you have guarded the lives of the saints, so shield us from evil and danger.
Teach us by their example to serve you with joy and honesty of heart, that we live
as heirs according to the hope of eternal life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your
abundant grace. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace
L: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you

Offering
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*Offertory: We Are an Offering ELW 692

*Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor
to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them
be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we
shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

*Sending Hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing ELW 551
*Dismissal

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
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