Trinity Lutheran Church — ELCA
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081
Office Email: office@tlcsparta.org Website: www.tlcsparta.org
21st Sunday after Pentecost
October 22, 2023 - 9:00 a.m.
Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta)
Our worship service will also be recorded
and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org

Order of Worship

Prelude — The Old Rugged Cross #22
Just A Closer Walk With Thee #1
One Day At A Time #3

Welcome & Announcements
Ringing of the Bell

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.
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God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,

in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
*Opening Hymn: Chapel In The Valley #4
*Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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*Hymn of Praise — How Great Thou Art #12
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*Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us

live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed
by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 45:1-7
A reading from Isaiah.
'Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand I have grasped
to subdue nations before him
and strip kings of their robes,
to open doors before him—
and the gates shall not be closed:
2T will go before you
and level the mountains,
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron,
s3I will give you the treasures of darkness
and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is I, the LORD,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
4For the sake of my servant Jacob,
and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name,
I surname you, though you do not know me.
5] am the LORD, and there is no other;
besides me there is no god.
I arm you, though you do not know me,
6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
I am the LORD, and there is no other.
71 form light and create darkness,
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I make weal and create woe;
I the LORD do all these things.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13]
1Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD;
proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.
sDeclare God’s glory among the nations
and God’s wonders among all peoples.
‘For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised,
more to be feared than all gods.
5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have made the heavens.
®Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.
7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.
SAscribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.
9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, all the earth.

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
A reading from 1 Thessalonians.
'Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ:

Grace to you and peace.

2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,
constantly sremembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor
of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know,
brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, sbecause our
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message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the
Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we
proved to be among you for your sake. °And you became imitators of us and of
the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by
the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia
and in Achaia. ®For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in
Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known,
so that we have no need to speak about it. °For the people of those regions report
about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God
from idols, to serve a living and true God, '°and to wait for his Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is
coming.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22

*Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, God Is Love #7
This is the Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 22rd Chapter

15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. °So they
sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know
that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show
deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then,
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” **But Jesus,
aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you

hypocrites? *“Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a
denarius. 2°Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 2'They
answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor
the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When
they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ
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Sermon
Hymn of the Day: Christ Is Knocking #6

*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need.

Faithful God, your Spirit animates the church throughout the world and binds
believers near and far into the body of Christ. Equip us for the work of faith, and
enlarge our hearts for the labor of love. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Creating God, the sea roars, the earth rejoices, and the heavens are glad at the
wonder of all you have made. Bless the work of ecologists and conservationists
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and all those who safeguard the riches of creation. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

Sovereign God, your rule and authority is over the cosmos. As you once worked
through the ruler Cyrus for the good of your people, accomplish your purposes
through the work of elected leaders and public servants. Guide them with your
wisdom and compassion. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Caring God, your arms enfold all who are lonely, oppressed, despairing, sick, and
suffering. Pour out your abundant mercy on all whom this world has neglected,
abandoned, and forgotten, that they may know your joy. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

Almighty God, all our life belongs to you. When earthly idols threaten to lead
your church astray, remind us that you alone are the source of our eternal hope.
Direct the work of church treasurers, councils, and all who manage financial
matters. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Everlasting God, the saints of every age have sung your praise and shared your
word. We give you thanks for their witness and pray that we may join them as
citizens of your unending kingdom. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace
L: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you

Offering — “A faithful man will abound with blessings, but he who makes haste
to be rich will not go unpunished.” (Proverbs 28:20)

*Offertory: Let The Son Shine In #11
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*Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that
all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*Blessing

*Sending Hymn: In The Garden #24
*Dismissal

Go in peace. Remember the poor.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude Why Me Lord #15
God Bless America #14

Attendance for Sunday, October 15: 111

For October 15, 2023:
General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $5,442.19
Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $387.36
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October 22, 2023

October 29, 2023

Greeters: Tyler & Jessica Tripp

Greeters: Trevor & Sarah Tripp

Reader: Youth led

Reader: Adell Morton

No communion

No communion

Music: Polka Service

Music: Adell Morton

Coffee Fellowship Coffee Fellowship:

Vince & Mary Olson
Flower Pick Up — Friday, Oct. 27: | Flower Pick Up — Friday, Nov. 3:
Gary & Carol Haskins Steve & Judy Bernett

Pew Restocking — Month of Oct.:
Julee Hopkins

Pew Restocking — Month of Nov.:
Phil & Diane Dammen

Money Counting — October 23:
Rita Bernette-Bill McClain-Alton Ask

Money Counting — October 30:
Linda Winterton-Dave Olson-Diane Dammen

Altar Team — Month of October:
Linda Erickson & Carol Thorsen

Altar Team — Month of November:
Linda Erickson & Judy Schure

Food Pantry:
October 24: D. Page & B. Michalski
October 25: M. Herrman & J. Bernett

Food Pantry:
Nov. 1: Donna Boland & Anita Jensen

Nursing Home Bulletin Delivery —
October 27:

Morrow Home: Karen Edwards
Rolling Hills: Karen Wall

Nursing Home Bulletin Delivery —
November 3:

Morrow Home: Lori Ferries

Rolling Hills: Jonelle Intihar
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