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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

Christ the King 

November 21, 2021 - 8:15 am & 10:30 am 

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta) 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

 
Prelude 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship: Colossians 1.15-20 
 
15He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in 
him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created 
through him and for him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 
19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God  
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by 
making peace through the blood of his cross. 
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Hymn: We are Marching in the Light of God #866 
 
We are marching in the light of God, 
 we are marching in the light of God. 
 We are marching in the light of God, 
 we are marching in the light of God. 
 
 We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 
 we are marching in the light of God. 
 We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 
 we are marching in the light of God. 
 
 We are dancing . . . 
 We are praying . . . 
 We are singing . . . 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is 
unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you 
for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world 
into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Christ the King: A Celebration 
 

We live in time:  Our days are marked by seconds, minutes, hours.  Our weeks are 
comprised of days.  Our month; weeks.  Our years; months.  Our years, by the 
seasons.  Today, a season ends, a year ends.  Not a calendar year, but the church 
year is drawing to a close.  And today, a new church year is about to begin. 
Today we celebrate Jesus Christ, God made flesh.  God is above and beyond time,  
and yet, in Christ, the One who has dominion over time, our time. 
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Advent 
 

Psalm 24.7-10 
 
Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors!  
that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is the King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in 
battle. 
 Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors!  

that the King of glory may come in. 
 Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory.  
 
Reflection and Prayer 
 

Christmas 
Luke 2.8-14: 

 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
"Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger." 
 
 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!" 
 
Reflection and Prayer 
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Epiphany 
 
Matthew 2.1-12 
 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, "Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage." 
 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him;  
4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. 
5 They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 
prophet:  6 'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 
people Israel.'" 
 7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared.  8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word 
so that I may also go and pay him homage." 
 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 
 
 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their 
own country by another road. 
 
Reflection and Prayer 
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Romans 6.1-11 
 
What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may 
abound? 
 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? 
 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism 
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with 
him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 
his. 
 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might 
be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died 
is freed from sin. 8 But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also 
live with him. 
 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; 
but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead 
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Reflection and Prayer 
 

Passion Sunday 
 
Luke 23.35-43 
 
35 And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He 
saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" 
 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37 and 
saying,  
"If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" 
38 There was also an inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews." 
 39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 
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 "Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" 
 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under 
the same sentence of condemnation?  41 And we indeed have been condemned 
justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done 
nothing wrong." 
 42 Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 
 43 He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 
 
Reflection and Prayer 
 

Easter 
 

John 19.38-20.18 
38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a 
secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the 
body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his body. 
 39 Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 
 40 They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, 
according to the burial custom of the Jews. 
 41 Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden 
there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 
 42 And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was 
nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
 
NRS John 20:1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 
tomb. 
 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do 
not know where they have laid him." 
 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 
 



 
 
 

Page 7 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

 

 
 
 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached 
the tomb first. 
 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not 
go in. 
 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, 
 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings 
but rolled up in a place by itself. 
 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw 
and believed; 
 9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead. 
 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look 
into the tomb; 
 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been 
lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 
 13 They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." 
 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but 
she did not know that it was Jesus. 
 15 Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away." 
 16 Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" 
(which means Teacher). 
 17 Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to 
the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God.'" 
 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; 
and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 
Reflection and Prayer 
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Pentecost 

 
Jeremiah 23.2-6 
 

2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who 
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them 
away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil 
doings,  
says the LORD. 
 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I 
have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be 
fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd 
them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be 
missing, says the LORD. 
 5 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel 
will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: "The LORD is 
our righteousness." 
 
Reflection and Prayer 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Paul gives us words, when it is hard for us to find the words to name who this 
Jesus Christ, the King, the Son of Man is; the One we worship today and always. 
 

5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 
8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death-- 
even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and 
gave him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of 
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Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth,11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. 

Philippians 2.5-11 
 

The Prayers 
 
Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we 
pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 
 
God, you sent your Son Jesus to testify to the truth. We pray for preachers, 
missionaries, evangelists, and teachers who carry your forgiveness and love to the 
world. Fill their words and actions with compassion and kindness so that your 
truth will shine. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God, you sent your Son Jesus to liberate all of creation. We pray for all living 
things longing for the freedom to flourish, from ancient trees and wild grasses to 
endangered animals and rare insects. Give human beings compassionate hearts 
to care for them. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God, you sent your Son Jesus to lead us into the way of peace. Direct the 
members of international alliances in choosing a nonviolent path toward the 
future. Give them the humility and wisdom to make just decisions to benefit all. 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God, you sent your Son Jesus to make us into your own people, set free to serve 
you.  We pray for people who serve the well-being of others, especially ministries 
in our community. Renew them in their work.  
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God, you sent your Son Jesus to rule in all times and places. We pray for the 
friends of our congregation who are unable to join our worship in person and for 
all who are sick and suffering (especially). Join their prayers with ours and unite 
them with us in the body of Christ. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 



 
 
 

Page 10 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

 

God, you sent your Son Jesus to be our beginning and our ending. We give thanks 
for those whose lives have given us a glimpse of Jesus’ reign of justice and peace. 
Empower us to join their witness. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with 
us always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
 
Offering Prayer 
Holy God, the earth is yours and everything in it, yet you have chosen to dwell 
among your creatures. Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine, and 
strengthen us to be your body for the world through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
 
Prayer After Communion 
Blessed Jesus, at this table, you have been for us both host and meal. Now send 
us forth to extend our tables and to share your gifts until that day when all feast 
together at your heavenly banquet. Amen. 

Blessing 
God, the beginning and the end, who has written your name in the book of life, 
bless and keep you in grace and peace from this time forth and forevermore.  
Amen. 
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Sending 
 
Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn: Joy to the World! 
 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 
 nor thorns infest the ground; 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 
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For November 7th: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $10851.50 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $828.25 

 


