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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

December 5, 2021 – 8:15 and 10:30 am 

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta) 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

 
Prelude 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship: Jeremiah 31.31-34 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant 
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt — a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 
says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer 
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for they  
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 
We light this first candle for hope.  
We light this second candle for peace. 
 
After the candles are lit:  
 
O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: 
In strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel. 
 
Let us pray . . . O God, our refuge and comfort: the peace that You offer feels so 
far beyond our grasp. Sink your words into our very being, that we might find the 
peace that we cannot understand or explain. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 



 
 
 

Page 4 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

 

 
Luke 1.57-79 
 
57Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son.  
58Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to 
her, and they rejoiced with her. 
 
59On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to 
name him Zechariah after his father. 60But his mother said, "No; he is to be called 
John."  
61They said to her, "None of your relatives has this name." 62Then they began 
motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. 63He asked 
for a writing tablet and wrote, "His name is John." And all of them were amazed.  
 
64Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to 
speak, praising God. 65Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these things 
were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. 66All who heard 
them pondered them and said, "What then will this child become?"  
For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. 
 

67Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this 
prophecy: 
  
68"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
 for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
 69He has raised up a mighty savior for us 
 in the house of his servant David, 
 70as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
 71that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
 72Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
 and has remembered his holy covenant, 
 73the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
 to grant us 74that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
 might serve him without fear, 75in holiness and righteousness 
 before him all our days. 



 
 
 

Page 5 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

 

 76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
 77to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
 by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 78By the tender mercy of our God, 
 the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
 79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
 to guide our feet into the way of peace." 
 
Luke 3.1-6 
 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of 
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the 
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in 
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
 
Sermon 
 
Prayers 
 
In this season of watching and waiting,  
let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s presence. 
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You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make 
our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching, 
that their words and our lives witness to your grace.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with 
shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth that you 
create and call good. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of 
those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the 
imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are oppressed. Make them bold 
in their commitments to justice and reconciliation.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our lives 
to reach out with compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill.  
Grant them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received. 
Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill in 
youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to Jesus in all things.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more humbly 
remembered. Confident that your work will be completed, we live in faith until 
the day of your coming. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these 
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
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Offering Prayer 
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this 
simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
 
Prayer after Communion 
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this 
simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
 
Sending 
 
Go in peace. Christ is near! 
Thanks be to God!! 
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For November 21st: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $9684.88 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $372.05 


