
Trinity Weekly Tidings For February 5, 2023 

“God’s Love – Our Hearts – God’s Work – Our Hands” 

Trinity Lutheran Church – 612 N. Water Street – Sparta, WI  54656 
Church Website: tlcsparta.org    Phone: 608-269-5081     Office Email: office@tlcsparta.org 

Interim Pastor—Jim Scaife/Email:  interimpastorjs@gmail.com/Tel. 608-269-5081 
 Youth and Family—Michelle Hyatt / Cell & Text 608-343-0324 / Email: thehyattfive@gmail.com 

Christin Gasner—Ministry Coordinator / Email:  ministry@tlcsparta.org 
Contact Information for Stephen Leaders 

Jan Jenkins / Cell 608-633-0512 / Email:  jenkinsjan52@gmail.com 

Welcome Guests! We are so happy to see you today! If you are traveling through the area, we wish you Godspeed 
on your journey. If you live nearby, we hope you will return and worship with us again. If you are looking for a 
church home, we invite you to make Trinity Lutheran that home. Please sign the guest register located at the  
entrance into the Sanctuary so that we can know who you are. Although you have come as a visitor, we hope that 
we leave worship as friends! 

A BIG THANK YOU to all who helped lead worship today! 

at Trinity... 

02/04 2:00 pm WELCA Board Meeting-SR 

02/06 6:30 pm Mary Circle-SR 

02/07 5-6 pm NA Meeting-HR 

02/08 10:00 am Food Pantry Volunteers 

 2:00 pm Morrow Home Worship 

 6:00 pm Bell Choir 

 7:00 pm Faith Formation-FH 

 7:00 pm Alleluia Choir-Sanctuary 

02/09 8:30 am Quilting-FH 

 9:00 am Prayer Shawl Ministry-HR 

 10:00 am Joy Circle-SR 

 1:30 pm Shalom Circle at MaryCrest 

 5:00 pm Ladles of Love Meal-FH 

 5-6 pm NA Meeting-HR 

02/11 5-6 pm NA Meeting-HR 

02/12 9:00 am Worship 

 10:00 am Sunday School 

 10:00 am 4G-Youth Room 

02/05 9:00 am 
10:00 am 

Worship with communion 
Sunday School 

02/12 9:00 am 
10:00 am 

Worship 
Sunday School 

02/19 9:00 am 
10:00 am 

Worship 
Sunday School 

02/26 9:00 am 
10:00 am 

Worship with communion 
Sunday School 

To:  The Morse Street Shareholders 

A letter honoring your contribution was mailed 
to you in May of 2022.  This letter should be 
given to your tax advisor.  If you are unable to 
locate your copy, please contact the office as 
soon as possible.  Thank you! 

Greetings Trinity Council members and welcome new 
members, 
     Our schedule gets off for February due to our need to 
give those who attended the annual meeting electronically 
time to send in their ballots. 
     Here’s the way we need to go: 
 

Friday, February 10th 
Last day to receive ballots in the office. 

Sunday, February 12th 
Outcome of election reported to the congregation 

Sunday, February 19th 
Installation of new council members during worship 

Tuesday, February 21st 
First council meeting for new council—6:30 pm 

Tuesday, March 14th 
March council meeting—6:30 pm 

Sunday, March 26th 
10:30 am-1:30 pm—Council orientation meeting at church 
 
     Please try to attend worship on February 19th for the  
installation and the council orientation on March 26th. 
     The tradition is to have the monthly council meeting on 
the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  We will discuss the start 
time at the February meeting to make sure all can be  
present.  We changed it from 7:00 pm to 6:30 pm last fall 
to accommodate my long drive. 
 
Pastor Jim 
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LADLES OF LOVE MEAL—FREE COMMUNITY MEAL 
EVERY THURSDAY EVENING STARTING FEBRUARY 2ND AT 5PM 

 
We are thrilled to announce that Trinity Lutheran Church will be again be hosting the Ladles of 
Love meal beginning on Thursday February 2nd at 5pm in our Fellowship Hall. This program began 
in 2016 by the then Sparta High School junior Laney Sullivan.  It continues by the dedication of 
Sparta adults.  Every Thursday adult and student volunteers plan, shop, prepare, and serve a  
delicious and nutritious free meal to area people—both adults and children.   The meal will be served 
from 5 to 6:30pm in our Fellowship Hall.  The meal is free, but monetary donations are always  
gratefully accepted. Area groups are encouraged to volunteer and prepare and serve a meal. This is a 
wonderful meal and great social opportunity and another way to fulfil our mission of:  

 
“God’s Love, Our Hearts, God’s Work, Our Hands”. 
For more information, contact the office at 608-269-5081 or  

email at office@tlcsparta.org. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attention, ladies of Trinity! 
 
On Saturday morning, January 21st, thirteen Trinity women met to contemplate and decide how to distribute funds from 
the November 5th Fall Festival (a net total of $2,361.40)  and other funds that have accumulated since 2020 due to covid 
constraints.  The treasury held nearly $6000, an awesome amount of money, and we wanted to distribute it wisely.   
 
Mission Support is key to our women's organization.  If you attended or contributed items to the November Fall Festival, 
you helped our ministry.  Funeral luncheons are another source of income, so if you help work at the luncheon or donate 
baked goods, you are supporting women's ministry.  If you are a member of a circle, the offering you give goes toward 
missionary needs.  Sometimes we receive donations out of the blue from ladies who want to financially uphold our wom-
en's group or as a memorial to a loved one.  No matter the source, we wanted to do justice to the funds at our disposal.   
 
MUCH discussion occurred.  Heads nodded or shook.  Back and forth, opinions were expressed and reactions noted.  The 
decision was made to distribute $5,500, and keep $458.63 in reserve.  Five organizations received $700 and eight re-
ceived $250.  National, international and local organizations all benefited.  Here is the breakdown:  $700 to La Crosse 
Area Synod Peru Delegation (one of Trinity's own, Missy Erickson, has been chosen as a participant), Triennial Conven-
tion Scholarship Fund,  Quilters' supplies,  Angel Fund Backpack program (a food-for-the-weekend anti-hunger program 
run by the Sparta School District), and Sugar Creek Bible Camp.  Amounts of $250 were awarded for Sugar Creek Bible 
Camperships for Trinity youth, WELCA Spring Convention Offering, Faith in Action, Family Promise, Families First, Lu-
theran Campus Ministry, Lutheran World Relief, and Raising Up Leaders (a synod program to support pastoral voca-
tions).   
 
We would like to thank everyone who helped raise the money and who decided how to distribute it.  God's work is truly 
in our hands!   
 
Peace to all! 
 
Anita  M. Jensen 
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THE REASON YOU DON’T HAVE ENVELOPES 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many of you have inquired about envelopes and wanting some.  See explanation 
below from our supplier.  You will eventually get them again but it won’t be until 
March according to their message below.   In the meantime, please put your  
offering in a blank envelope with your name on the envelope.  This is our best 
recommendation until envelopes are received.  Thank you for being patient.   
 

 

Greetings from The Church-Budget Envelope and Mailing Company, 
 
Some of you may be aware of delays in the offering envelope mailings over the past 
couple months. Due to supply chain and the inability to add employees at the rate 
necessary has created a slow draw on production and shipping. Recently, both of 
those issues have been resolved. However the “catchup” would jeopardize long term 
delivery.  
 

In order to get back to expected levels of timely deliveries, we are forced to suspend 
the production of the remaining supply of your January envelopes. The offering  
envelopes will resume and be delivered by the first Sunday in March. Quarterly supply 
will restart in April.  
 

Never in our company's history have we had to skip scheduled mailings and we are 
doing all we can to make sure this never happens again. We deeply apologize for this 
necessary course of action and the inconveniences this has caused you and your 
church family. 
 

If you require loose envelopes to be shipped for placing in the pews, please email 
confirm@churchbudmail.com. Please place the words Instant Bulk Envelopes and 
your account number in the subject line. This way, we can immediately ship at no 
charge.  
 

We appreciate your understanding.  
 

The Church – Budget Envelope and Mailing Company Management Team 
  

  

  

mailto:confirm@churchbudmail.com


 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Have you signed up to donate flowers to  

beautify our altar every Sunday morning?  If you 
have not, the flower chart is located near the  

elevator by the church office.  Sign up to 
acknowledge a special occasion or to remember 
a loved one.  Then, you can pay for the flowers, 

which is $15.00, by stopping in the church  
office, mailing your payment, or simply putting 

your payment in the offering plate (please be 
sure to designate on your check that it’s for altar 

flowers).  After the second service on Sunday, 
the flowers for your week are yours to take home 

or donate as you would like.  Not only is this a 
wonderful way to keep our altar area looking 

lovely every week, it’s a bargain price for  
flowering plants.  So…reserve your date(s)  

today!  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

The coffee sign up sheet for 2023 is up and in 
the hallway near the fellowship hall.  Please sign 

up to serve in 2023 as you are able. 
Thank you! 

Thank you to Larry & Nila Larson 
for serving today 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Altar Flowers today are given by  
Edith Habhegger in memory of 

her dad, Victor Mikkelson. 
Thank you! 

Shrove Tuesday (February 21st) 
Free Community Pancake Meal at 
Sparta United Methodist Church 

 
On Shrove Tuesday, February 21

st
, the 

Sparta United Methodist Church will host 
a Free Community Pancake Meal. The 
meal will be served from 5-7 pm.  The 
Sparta Evangelical Free Church and  
other volunteers will prepare and serve 
the meal. Shrove Tuesday is the  
traditional feast day before the start of 
Lent on Ash Wednesday. This event has 
been postponed the past 2 years  
because of Covid. The meal will include 
homemade pancakes, sausages, warm 
syrup, juice, coffee, and milk. This meal  
is free, but voluntary donations will  
graciously be accepted.  
Questions: mbonello52@gmail.com.  

Christ in Our Home 
 

The April, May, June 2023 copy of  
Christ in Our Home has arrived. 
Please pick up a copy on your  

way out today on the table near 
the church office.   

From Trinity’s Mission Endowment  
Committee   

On February 5 Cindy Halverson, with the ELCA  
Foundation and Lutheran Planned Giving of  

Wisconsin, will be here to share information on  
creating a legacy plan.  Your planned gift may  

include Trinity, Bible camps, ELCA World Hunger,  
or other ministries to continue God’s work in the 

world for years into the future.   
Please plan to attend the session at 10:00 a.m. 
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Prayer Concerns: Please take some time to pray to God over these concerns expressed by your  
sisters and brothers of Trinity Lutheran.   

 
Please continue to pray for the family of Dale Frei.  Dale passed away due to a heart attack on  

Saturday, January 21st.   
 

Please continue to pray for Gur Grewal.  Gur was a recent patient at Mayo Hospital 
and we ask for prayers for his speedy recover.   

 
 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let 
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”  (John 14:27) 

 
If you have any prayer concerns, please contact Jonelle Intihar, our prayer group coordinator, 

Jonelle@the intihars.com.  Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Variety Show – The La Crosse Area Synod is hosting a variety show to aid our partners in the 
Evangelical Church of the Czech Brethren on Sunday, February 19 at 3 PM at Trinity  
Lutheran Church, 1010 Sill St. in La Crosse. Acts will include performances by Eddie Kim, 
Soul Sistas, area churches and Bishop Malpica.  
  
The ECCB began strategizing how they would care for refugees when war was imminent. Over 130 
parishes opened their buildings. As the need increased, they also helped schools and childcare  
centers prepare for the influx of children. By March 1 of last year, they launched a website,  
ukrajina.e-cirkev.cz, with all the information about assistance - technical, legal, pastoral, and more. 
Prayers and a fundraiser is how we can help our partners as they live the mission of caring for our 
brothers and sisters in need.   
  
For more information, contact Maureen Sullivan at schauersullivan@hotmail.com.  
 

https://ukrajina.e-cirkev.cz/
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Youth & Family Announcements for the week of  February 5, 2023 
God is good all the time!   
All the time God is good! 

You are “fearfully and wonderfully made.” You are a beloved & precious child of God.   
You matter!  You belong!  You are loved!   

God created you on purpose for a  purpose! 
Please talk to Michelle face-to-face; by phone at 269-5081; call/text at 343-0324; email at:  

thehyattfive@gmail.com  for additional information 

 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION SCHEDULE 
 
January/February Faith Formation Schedule: 

Wednesday, 2/8:  7:00 – 8:15 p.m. 

Wednesday, 2/15:  7:00 – 8:15 p.m. 

Wednesday, 2/22:  Ash Wednesday – NO regular class    

     AAW (All Are Welcome) Meal, 5:15 – 6:15 p.m. 

     Worship at 6:30 p.m. (attendance is expected) 

 

 
God’s Goodness For All! 

ALL ARE WELCOME to gather at the table this Wednesday, 2/8, for 
a delicious meal, engage in awesome conversation, & spend intent 
time in God’s presence.  Please join us in the Fellowship Hall  
anywhere from 5:30 - 6:30!  We hope to see you there! 

4G (God, Girls, & Guys R GR8T) 

ALL students in grades 7 – 12 are invited to join us on Sunday mornings at 

10:00 a.m. in the Youth Room. We’ll enjoy breakfast pizza, dig into God’s Word, 

& enjoy conversation together! We’ll also break into small groups to talk about 

what faith opportunities you would like specifically for MS & HS programming. 

Please bring any ideas you may have to continue to build & strengthen our 

YOUth Ministry!! We hope to see you there! 

FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes)    
All high school students grade 9 - 12 are invited to come be a part of FCA 
(Fellowship of Christian Athletes) on Friday mornings before school at 7:00 a.m.  
If you are looking for a way to connect, meet new friends, serve others, & enjoy 
breakfast together (food is provided), THIS is the place for you! Come, check out 
FCA to see what it is all about! We meet in Mr. Buck Engel's room at 7:00 a.m.  
ALL ARE WELCOME! Please reach out to Thomas Laufenberg (608) 377-1264 to 
let him know if you can make it (for food planning) or if you have any questions. 
 

SAVE THE DATE!!  Sunday, February 19, will be our 
1st Annual Chili Cookoff & Silent Auction Fundraiser! 

Plans are in the making & all the fun will begin in the Fellowship 
Hall following our worship on Sunday, 2/19.  We’ll be looking for 

participants with your award winning chili recipes as well as  
donations for our silent auction.  There will also be a cake walk & 
games.  Stay tuned to future e-mails, bulletin announcements, &  

social media posts.  We hope to see ALL of you there! 
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