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February, 2026 

Trinity Tidings 
*************************************************************************** 

612 North Water Street - Sparta, Wisconsin   54656        Tel. 608-269-5081      Website:  www.tlcsparta. org 

God’s Love-Our Hearts-God’s Work-Our Hands 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JOSH... 

 
 
With the coming of Ash Wednesday, the Church enters the holy season of Lent. These forty days call us 
again to walk with our Lord toward the cross, to hear His Word with renewed attentiveness, and to       
remember both who we are and whose we are. 
 
Lent begins with a sobering truth: “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” These words remind us of 
our mortality and of the seriousness of sin. Lent does not shy away from the Law’s clear diagnosis of our 
condition. We confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot save  
ourselves. Yet Lent never leaves us there.  
 
This year we will be using sanctified art for the season of Lent. The theme this year is “Tell me something 
good.” Even as we sit in the somberness of Lent, we will be reminded each week we will be reminded that 
each time we gather we center ourselves around the Gospel, which is literally translated for the Greek the 
‘good news’ of Jesus.  
 
As you observe this season, I encourage you to make space for God’s Word—whether through worship, 
devotional reading, or quiet prayer. Consider how Christ’s self-giving love shapes your daily vocations 
and how you might reflect that love in service to others. Even small acts, done in faith, are holy in God’s 
sight. Live the good news.  
 
May this Lenten journey lead us again to the foot of the cross, where we find not condemnation, but  
mercy; not despair, but hope. And may the Holy Spirit keep us steadfast in faith until we rejoice together 
in the resurrection of our Lord. 
 
Peace, 
~PJ 
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FEBRUARY 2026 Bible Challenge – who wants to join Michelle?P 

Our Bible Challenge continues, & it is such a great way to get more intent time with God.  It’s the 

chance to dig deeper into God Word’s on a daily basis.  This month’s challenge verses focus on the 

disciplines we strive for throughout the Lenten season as we follow Jesus to the cross.  Are you up 

for the challenge?  If so, text Michelle “I’m in” to 343-0324.  She would love to have you join her!! 

 
Sunday, 2/1:  Matthew 21:22 

Monday, 2/2: Matthew 7:7 

Tuesday, 2/3: Isaiah 41:10 

Wednesday, 2/4: John 3:16-17 

Thursday, 2/5: John 13:7 

Friday, 2/6:  Galatians 2:20 

Saturday, 2/7: Matthew 19:26 

Sunday, 2/8:  Isaiah 41:10 

Monday, 2/9: Matthew 7:7 

Tuesday, 2/10: Micah 6:8 

Wednesday, 2/11: Romans 12:9-12 

Thursday, 2/12:1 Peter 5:6-7 

Friday, 2/13:  Psalm 33:20-22 

Saturday, 2/14: Philippians 3:10-11 

Sunday, 2/15: Mark 1:12-15 

Monday, 2/16: Psalm 91:1-9 

Tuesday, 2/17: Psalm 91:10-16 

Wednesday, 2/18: Matthew 4:1-11 

Thursday, 2/19: James 4:8-10 

Friday, 2/20:  Psalm 51:10-12 

Saturday, 2/21: Isaiah 30:18 

Sunday, 2/22:Hosea 12:6 

Monday, 2/23: John 16:33 

Tuesday, 2/24: Micah 7:18-19 

Wednesday, 2/25: Zephaniah 3:17 

Thursday, 2/26: Matthew 6:21 

Friday, 2/27:  Psalm 27:14 

Saturday, 2/28: Philippians 2:1-11 

February, 2026 
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 February, 2026 

 YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 

ALL ARE WELCOME at the table!  JOIN US ON WEDNESDAY EVENINGS from 5:30 – 6:30 

p.m. for a time of sharing an “ALL ARE WELCOME” meal together.  Feel free to invite   

others as we gather as God’s family.  We would love to see you!! 

Wednesday, 2/4:    Something delicious 

Wednesday, 2/11:  Something delicious 

Wednesday, 2/18:  Ash Wednesday – *Lenten meals begin* - 5:15 – 6:15 p.m. 

Book/Bible Study for High School Youth & Adults 

Please let Michelle know if this is something you would join & which book found below sparks your    

interest: 

Undistracted – Capture Your Purpose – Rediscover Your Joy (Bob Goff) 

Tame your Thoughts – Three Tools To Renew Your Mind And Transform Your Life (Max 

Lucado) 

Untangle Your Emotion:  Naming What You Feel and Knowing What To Do About It 

(Jennie Allen) 

I Will!  Nine Traits of the Outwardly Focused Christian (Thom Rainer) 

SAVE THE DATES!! 

Sunday, March 15:  Selection Sunday for NCAA March Madness 

Join us for Raising Cane’s & a fun evening together  

(exact time TBA) 

 

Sunday, March 29: Palm Sunday Worship & Brunch  

Egg Hunt (kiddos grade 5 & under) 

 

Sunday, May 3:  Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) at  

9:00 a.m. worship 

 

Sunday, May 17:  Graduate Sunday at 9:00 a.m. worship 

Graduates honored at coffee hour to follow worship 

Confirmands honored at coffee hour to follow worship 
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K-LOVE ROCKS!! Positive, Encouraging 

Tune in at 100.1, or get the app on your phone! I promise listening to it will make your day better! In our 

highs & lows, this Christian, positive & encouraging radio station is the BEST!! After you listen, please let 

Michelle know what has become one of your favorite songs. We’d like to start incorporating some of them 

into worship. 

Positive & encouraging challenges each week (From K-LOVE & Michelle):  GO MAD Monday – go out 
and make a difference for someone.  How are you going to show kindness?  Take Time for God    
Tuesday – spend 5 minutes of intent time with God.  Welcome Wednesday – reach out to make 
someone feel welcome.  Thankful Thursday – what are you most thankful for right now?  Feel Good 
Friday – How has someone made you feel better?  How have you made someone’s life better?  Share a 
Smile Saturday – bring a smile to someone who needs it today.  Spread a little Sunshine Sunday 
–   sprinkle some sunshine on someone who is need God’s love.   

 YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 

 February, 2026 

SUGAR CREEK BIBLE CAMP – Here we come! 

Join us at Sugar Creek this summer for an exciting & rewarding camp experience!  Are 

you ready to unplug & disconnect from social media to find some intent time outdoors 

enjoying God’s creation at our beautiful, beloved Sugar Creek Bible Camp?  Camp IS 

the place to be this summer to grow in faith, meet new friends, & have a lot of FUN!!  

Lots of opportunities await you.  Grab a brochure outside of the Youth Room, & also 

check out the website at:  www.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org   

Grab a friend, & get signed up for camp today!   

Scholarships will be offered to ALL of our Trinity kiddos to help offset the cost of camp.  
Please reach out to Michelle with any questions or concerns.    

http://www.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org
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 February, 2026 

EDUCATION, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 
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 February, 2026 

 

 
 

February 2026 Faith Formation Schedule: 
Sunday, 2/1:   Worship @ 9:00 a.m. 

    4G @ 10:00 a.m. 

 
Wednesday, 2/4:  Church doors open at 2:00 (after school early dismissal) 

AAW Meal, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 

6:45 – 8:15 p.m. (large group, small group, worship) 

New Testament 

 
Sunday, 2/8:   Worship @ 9:00 a.m. 

    4G @ 10:00 a.m. 

 
Wednesday, 2/11:  Church doors open at 2:00 (after school early dismissal) 

AAW Meal, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 

6:45 – 8:15 p.m. (large group, small group, worship) 

New Testament 

 
Sunday, 2/15:  Worship @ 9:00 a.m. 

    4G @ 10:00 a.m. 

 
Wednesday, 2/18: Church doors open at 2:00 (after school early dismissal) 

Ash Wednesday 

Mentor Meal, 5:15 – 6:15 p.m. 

Lenten Worship @ 6:45 p.m.  

(Jackie & Lindsey’s group leads worship) 

 
Sunday, 2/22:  Worship @ 9:00 a.m. 

    4G @ 10:00 a.m. 

 
 Wednesday, 2/25:  Church doors open at 2:00 (after school early dismissal) 

                                                                                                                                                Mentor Meal, 5:15 – 6:15 p.m. 

Lenten Worship @ 6:45 p.m. (Ken’s group leads worship) 

 

 
 
                                                 

 YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 
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February, 2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
Tuesday, February 10th at 6:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TIDINGS ARTICLES DUE DATE 

Articles for the March edition are due to 
Leslie by no later than noon on Monday,  
February 16th. The Tidings Team will be 
in on Friday, February 20th, to assemble 

them. 
 

CIRCLES 

MARY CIRCLE 
 
 

JOY CIRCLE 

Thursday, February 12th 
at 10:00 am  

in the Shalom Room 
Contact Julee Hopkins with 

questions 
(608-269-2808) 

SHALOM CIRCLE 

Thursday, February 12th,  
at 1:30 pm 

at MaryCrest 
Contact Adell Morton with 

questions 
(608-269-7039) 

Mary Circle will be meeting 
Feb. 2nd & Feb. 16th . The 1st & 
3rd Monday of each month at 
1:00 pm in the Shalom room 
for Bible study.  We will be  
using the RightNow Media  
resource for our Bible Study; 
"What The Women Saw".  
New people are always        
welcome to Mary Circle! Con-
tact Barb Moorhead            
(487-3721) with questions. 

 
 

February 1 
9:00 am worship with communion 

February 8 
9:00 am worship  

February 15 
9:00 am worship with communion 

(communion for homebound) 
(loose change offering) 

February 18 
Ash Wednesday 

6:45 pm Worship 
February 22 

9:00 am worship  
February 25 

6:45 Mid-Week Lenten Worship 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT TRINITY... 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT TRINITY... 

 February, 2026 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any prayer 

requests, please contact 

Jonelle Intihar, 

our prayer group 

coordinator at 

Jonelle@theintihars.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 

Sparta Family Restaurant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Ladies, please mark your calendars for the 1st 
Tuesday of every month at 9:00 a.m.     

and join us for a Ladies Breakfast at  
Sparta Family Restaurant. We will enjoy  

breakfast  
together as well as each others company.   

Sugar Creek Bible Camp Annual 
Meeting 

 

We look forward to welcoming all church          
delegates to Sugar Creek on  

Sunday, February 22, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Each member church may send two voting       
delegates in addition to their pastor/s. 

 

Meeting documents will be shared on the camp 
website as they become available.  
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Stephen Ministry 
 February, 2026 

Galatians 6:2 
“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way, you will fulfill the law of Christ.” 

Some people have asked me “Why do we need Stephen Ministry?”. Well, we are called 
to serve on another, to help one another, and in some instances, to carry one another 
– with Christ’s help of course. We don’t know the burdens some people are carrying. 
People handle struggles differently or have support outside of the Church family to 
help them. Others are not as fortunate and they are the people who need Stephen  
Ministry! We as Christians are called to compassionately help each other carry       
significant struggles, burdens, and challenges by offering practical, emotional, and 
spiritual support which fulfills Christ’s command to love one another. Stephen        
Ministry does not “get into” the legal aspect of the problem, but rather focuses on          
grace-filled, selfless service to others. If you read Galatians farther (6:1-5), it highlights 
that believers should not have to face life’s difficulties alone, but as a supportive   
community! 
PLEASE, prayerfully consider becoming a Stephen Minister!  
Yours in Christ, 
Jan, Linda, PJ, and Julie 

MISSION MOMENT UPDATE 

Mission Moment 

Did You Know? 

 

Lutheran Campus Ministry 
 

Lutheran Campus Ministry Network (LuMin) is a network of faith communities celebrating God’s love and 
grace on or near the campuses of over 230 colleges and universities across the United States.  LuMin is a 
ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America inviting all students from the University of          
Wisconsin-La Crosse, Western Technical College, and Viterbo University on a journey of faith together!  We 
are supported by the congregations of the La Crosse Area Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, as well as gifts from individuals who have a heart for ministry with college students. Pastor 
Kathryn Thompson is the Lutheran Campus Pastor for LuMin. 

   

LuMin La Crosse is a place to gather in worship, connect to study, grab a cup of coffee, share a meal, sit in 
prayer, and meet for Bible study. And on Wednesdays as past of their ministry, they give out cookies! LuMin 
is working with area churches to provide “Cookies on Campus” every Wednesday. This ministry happens  
because congregations in our synod, including our congregation, help provide cookies. 

 

To support Lutheran Campus Ministry:  

If you wish to give a donation in support of Lutheran Campus Ministry-La Crosse, please sent a check to the 
La Crosse Area Synod, 2301 South Ave, La Crosse, WI 54601 with LuMin in the memo line. 

 

Home - LuMin Campus Ministry  

https://luminlax.org/
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 February, 2026 

 

 

 

 

3rd Annual Chili Cookoff & Dessert Bakeoff 

Sunday, February 15, 

 following the Kickoff of  Pastor’s Bible Fun 101 

Tasting begins at 11:00 am 

Cost of a spoon for tasting:  $2.00 

If you submit a chili or dessert, your spoon is FREE! 

Each vote will be $1.00 (example People’s choice, etc.) 

 If you’d like to bring a delicious chili and/or a scrumptious dessert, please reach out to 

Michelle or Pastor Josh.   

 

A plea to those who attend virtually! Please come back to church! We want to see you, talk to you, share 

God’s message and fellowship with you and we can’t do that if you “attend” virtually! If you struggle with 

transportation, please let us know and we can arrange for a driver to pick you up and return you safely to 

your home. 

A plea to those families with small children – Please bring them to worship! We miss the little ones and 

there are so many new things for them to experience here at Trinity! Watching them grow in their faith 

journey and love for Christ is a big part of ours as well and we can’t experience that without them          

participating in the worship service. After service, they can go to Sunday school and you parents can come 

to fellowship! Coffee and treats provided! 

A plea to those parents with older children – bring them to church! If they are in Faith Formation, help 

them with the worship notes, and discuss the service with them to help them understand how it applies to 

their faith journey. Encourage them to attend 4G! We want our youth back in worship! 

A plea to those with hidden talents – please consider sharing them with us during worship! Are you     

musically inclined? Can you help with ushering? Are you willing to be a greeter, reader, or communion 

server? Can you help set up for worship (i.e.: communion)? Would you be willing to drive our members 

who need that support? There are many ways to contribute to the life of the church! If not one of these, 

what will you do? 

A plea to those with ideas - We are looking at ways to enhance our fellowship time through guest  

speakers, Bible games and/or discussion, potlucks, etc. If you have any ideas or suggestions, please let us 

know! Send your thoughts/ideas to ministry@tlcsparta.org 

Yours in Christ! 

Julie Ender 

MINISTRY COORDINATOR 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT TRINITY... 

mailto:ministry@tlcsparta.org
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Are you interested in First Holy Communion for your child(ren)? We as Lutherans welcome 
all to receive communion. If you feel that your child is ready for this sacrament, please  
contact Pastor Josh before February 15.  The preparation class will be on February 28, 
2026, from 9-12. and with First Holy Communion occurring at the 9am worship on March 1, 
2026 

 February, 2026 
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02/01 Christie Harris 

02/03 Wendy Swanson 

02/04 Brooks Intihar, Bentley Lueck, 
Bret Von Ruden 

02/05 Patti Christopherson 

02/07 Grayson Garske 

02/09 Charlie Anderson 

02/10 Hope Blodgett-Myers, Madisynn Bolen, 
Sheila Ladwig, Eileen Rasmussen 

02/11 Bob Clark, Aubree Kast, Tammy Oppriecht 

02/12 Krista Sherin, Marsha Smith 

02/13 Joslyn Rewey 

02/14 Dylan Sprain 

02/15 Kelsey Baker, John Greenwell,  
Matthew Smith 

02/16 Ava Erickson, Vince Olson, Connie Slotten 

02/17 Douglas Cable, Nila Larson, Zac Pierce, 
Kristina Sagehorn, Carol Thorsen 

02/18 Greta Gasner, Wyatt Morrow 

02/19 Kayla Fabry 

02/20 Diane Dammen, Ella Manske 

02/21 Judy Schure 

02/23 Elizabeth Anderson, Barb Moorhead 

02/24 Hadley Deters, Patrick Larson, 
Beth Mickelson 

02/25 Leslie Hove, Seth Kenyon, Adam Mickelson 

02/26 Kennedi Bolen 

02/27 Holly Larsen, Emma Rewey 

02/28 Eldie Erickson, Pauline Haug,  
Matthew Stoffregen, Vicki Strait 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

February, 2025 

If you do not see your name on the birthday/anniversary 
list, it means that your information is not inputted in our 

church software system.  Please contact Leslie in the 
church office to add this information if your name is not 

listed and your birthday and/or anniversary is in the 
month of February.  On the other hand, if you see  

someone on this list and it is not accurate, could you also  
contact Leslie and let her know so that she can make any 

necessary changes in our system. Thank you! 

Birthday Blessings 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

Anniversary Blessings 

02/05 James & Patti Syverson 

02/13 Dan & Kristy Theirl 

02/22 Hector & Renee Gavilan 

Happy Birthday 
& 

Anniversary Wishes 
 

Wishing you an amazing year 
filled with love & joy! 

God Bless you!   
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GREETERS 
February 1:  Gary & Sharon Nelson 
February 8:  Connie Jerome 
February 15:  Larry & Nila Larson 
February 22:  Rita Bernette 
 
 

PEW RESTOCKING 
February—Heather Brandau 
March—MaryAnn Bolstad 
April—Linda Erickson 
 
 

READERS 
February 1:  Jim Moorhead 
February 8:  Jan Jenkins 
February 15:  Carol Glaman 
February 22:  Connie Jerome 
 

 
 

MONEY COUNTING 
Feb. 2:  JoEllen Siver, Alice Olson, Pete Perkins 
Feb. 9:  Rita Bernette,Adell Morton, Gary Peterson 
Feb. 16: Linda Winterton, Dave Olson, Diane  
Dammen  
Feb. 23:  Karen Wall, Nancy Oswald, Gail Baltz 

COMMUNION SERVERS 
February 1:  Les & Althea Stanley, Gary Peterson 
February 15:  Joel & Tammy Oppriecht 

 
 
 

NURSING HOME BULLETIN DELIVERY 
Date:      Morrow Home:             Rolling Hills: 
Feb. 6     Karen Wall                   Gary Peterson 
Feb.13    Evie Rust                      Mary Ann Bolstad 
Feb. 20   Judy Schure                Doug Dengel               
Feb. 27   Alice Olson                  Ron & Pauline Haug                 

MUSIC 
                Accompanist                 Special Music: 
 
Feb. 1:    Adell Morton                     Alleluia Choir                                
Feb. 8:    Wyatt Tripp                       Bell Choir 
Feb. 15:  Virginia Bolin 
Feb  18:  Virginia Bolin—Ash Wednesday 
Feb. 22:  Virginia Bolin 
Feb  25:  Adell Morton—Mid Week Service 
                
 

FOOD PANTRY 
 
Feb. 4:    Dennis & Carol Glaman 
Feb. 11:  Donna Boland, Anita Jensen 
Feb. 12:  Les & Linda Mull 
Feb. 18:  Sheila Abbott, Les Stanley 
Feb. 24:  Jolene Breitenfield, Alice Olson 
Feb. 25:  Julie Erickson, Karen Hernandez 
Feb. 26:  Sharon Nelson and Sue Rettler 
   

ALTAR FLOWERS 
February—Bonnie Amundson 
March—Gary & Carol Haskins 
April—Rita Bernette 

Pick up every Friday at Sparta Floral anytime  
and deliver to the church  

before 1:30 p.m. 

Feb 1—Renee Gavilan, Pauline Haug 
Feb 8—Doug Dengel 
Feb 15—Jan Jenkins, Pauline Haug 
Feb 18—Connie Jerome Pauline Haug 
Feb 22—Jan Jenkins 

February, 2026 

UPCOMING SERVING SCHEDULES 

 Altar Team 
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