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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

Third Sunday After Epiphany 

January 22, 2023 – 9:00 am 

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta) 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  

 

 
Order of Worship 

 
Prelude 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness - Ava Erickson 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

mailto:office@tlcsparta.org
http://www.tlcsparta.org/
http://www.tlcsparta.org/
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Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 
We are forgiven in the name of Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
*Opening Hymn:  Give Me Jesus     #770 
 
*Prayer of the Day - Colten Schroeder 
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows 
after us. Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways 
of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen 
 
Special Music – Sunday School Children – I Will Call Upon the Lord 
 
Children’s Message – Bethany Peterson & Michelle Hyatt 
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First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 - Wyatt Tripp 
 
3 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of 
the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, 
was lying down in his room; 3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel 
was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4 Then 
the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!”[a] and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli 
and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down 
again.” So he went and lay down. 6 The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got 
up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not 
call, my son; lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the 
word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8 The LORD called Samuel 
again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you 
called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli 
said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for 
your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
10 Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 146 (read responsively) – Gladden Gasner 
 
1Praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
    I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 
3 Do not put your trust in princes, 
    in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 
    on that very day their plans perish. 
5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the LORD their God, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+3%3A1-10&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-7281a
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6 who made heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith forever; 
7 

    who executes justice for the oppressed; 
    who gives food to the hungry. 
The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
8 

    the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
    the LORD loves the righteous. 
9 The LORD watches over the strangers; 
    he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
10 The LORD will reign forever, 
    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the LORD! 
 
*Gospel: John 1:1-18 – Bethany Peterson 
Please stand for the reading of the Gospel 
 
*Gospel Acclamation (spoken in unison) 
Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia 
 
This is the Holy Gospel according to John the first Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.   
 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being 4 in him was life,[a] and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness 
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world.[b] 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26039a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26044b
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10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world 
did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own,[c] and his own people did not 
accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father’s only son,[d] full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to 
him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16 From his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.[e] 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is the only 
Son, himself God, who[f] is close to the Father’s heart,[g] who has made him 

known. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.   
 
Sermon – Ava Erickson, Noah Peterson & Michelle Hyatt 
 
*Hymn:  Here I Am, Lord        #574 
  
“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”      #752 
 
*Prayers of Intercession – Corey Schroeder 
 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the cross. Help us 
to work together across differences. Energize ecumenical partnerships, including 
the World Council of Churches and Lutheran World Federation. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea with your 
abundance. Bless harvests in the southern hemisphere and fallow fields in the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26046c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26049d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26051e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26053f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-18&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26053g
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northern hemisphere. Equip farmers to till and keep the earth sustainably. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break the rod of the 
oppressor in every nation. Dispel the shadow of death in places of war and 
persecution. Grant us leaders who lift the yokes that burden those in need. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. Rouse 
communities to care for neighbors who need shelter, are facing maltreatment, or 
are isolated and lonely. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this community. 
Nurture each congregation’s unique witness to your presence; foster mutual 
respect; inspire our cooperation in loving our neighbors. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both famous and 
unknown. Help us to leave our nets and follow, and bring us with them to the 
fullness of your promise of eternal life. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 
revealed in Christ crucified. 
Amen. 
 
*Sharing of the Peace 
 
Offering – “For if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; 
therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.”  (Romans 14:8) 
 

Thank you for your continued support of Trinity’s ongoing mission to 
serve the people of God in our community and the world.  You may 
place your offering in the plate as it passes, you may also mail it in, 
leave it in the lockbox outside the main door, or use one of the 
electronic means available.  Scan the QR code to donate now to 
Trinity’s General Fund.  Thank you! 
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*Offertory:  We Are an Offering       #692 
 
*Offering Prayer – Gabby Hyatt 
Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom.  You we magnify and adore, 
through Jesus our Savior.   Amen. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

*Great Thanksgiving (Here is Bread) – Led by Tony Gasner  #783 
 
Here is bread, here is wine.  Christ is with us, he is with us. 
Break the bread, taste the wine.  Christ is with us here. 
 
In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever. 
In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here. 
 
Here is grace, here is peace.  Christ is with us, he is with us. 
Know his grace, find his peace.  Feast on Jesus here. 
 
In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever. 
In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here.   
 
* The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
Communion (Distribution Hymn – Taste and See - #493) 
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*Prayer after Communion – Lillian Peterson 
Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this 
table.  Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with 
you.  Amen. 
 
*Blessing – Lillian Peterson 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod 
bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
*Sending Hymn:  Shout to the Lord      #821 
 
*Dismissal – Wyatt Morrow 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance for Sunday, January 15, 2023 – 116 

 

Bulletin numbers for January 1: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $2524.50 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $20.99 

 

Bulletin numbers for January 8: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $10431.52 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $3149.58 
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January 22, 2023 
Greeters:  Noah Markuson & Wyatt Morrow                           Reader:  Youth                       
Ushers:  Alice Olson, Paul Amundson, Chuck Amundson, Mark Baltz, & Dan Amundson 
Communion servers:  Alton Ask & Doug Dengel 
Music:  Worship Team 
Altar Team – Month of January:  Siri & Taylor Donskey 
Coffee Fellowship:  Cynthia Lockington 
Pew Restocking – Month of January:  Phil & Diane Dammen  
Flower Pick Up – Friday, January 27:  Gary & Betty Peterson 
Money Counters-Monday, Jan. 23: Gary Peterson-Jo Ellen Siver-Bill McClain 
Food Pantry, January 24:  (Tuesday evening):  Diane Dammen & Jolene Breitenfield 
                             January 25:  Jo Ellen Siver & Rita Bernette 
               

January 29, 2023 
Greeters:  Gary & Sharon Nelson           Reader:  Stacey Markuson 
Ushers:  Alice Olson, Paul Amundson, Chuck Amundson, Mark Baltz, & Dan Amundson 
Music:  Adell Morton 
Altar Team – Month of February:  Pauline Haug & Sharon Nelson 
Coffee Fellowship:  Maureen Sullivan & Tom Schauer 
Pew Restocking – Month of February:  Julee Hopkins 
Flower Pick Up – Friday, February 3:  Nancy Oswald 
Money Counters-Monday, January 30:  Carol Thorsen-Adell Morton-Brenda    
                                                                                        Degenhardt 
Food Pantry, February 1:  Donna Boland & Anita Jensen 
 

February 5, 2023 
Greeter:   Alice Olson         Reader:  Kristine Tock 
Ushers:  Alice Olson, Paul Amundson, Chuck Amundson, Mark Baltz, & Dan Amundson 
Communion servers:  Brenda Degenhardt & Siri Donskey 
Music:  Adell Morton 
Altar Team – Month of February:  Pauline Haug & Sharon Nelson 
Coffee Fellowship:  Opportunity to serve 
Pew Restocking – Month of February:  Julee Hopkins 
Flower Pick Up – Friday, February 10, 2023:  Alton Ask 
Money Counters-February 6, 2023-Audrey Zebell-Kelly Funk-Gary Peterson 
Food Pantry, February 8:  Julie Erickson & Karen Hernandez 


