
 

Trinity Weekly Tidings For December 13, 2020 

“God’s Love – Our Hearts – God’s Work – Our Hands” 

Trinity Lutheran Church – 612 N. Water Street – Sparta, WI  54656 
Church Website: tlcsparta.org    Phone: 608-269-5081     Office Email: office@tlcsparta.org 

Pastor Mark Kvale / Email: pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com 
  Youth and Family - Michelle Hyatt / Cell & Text 608-343-0324 / Email: thehyattfive@gmail.com 

Contact Information for Stephen Leaders 
Ann Kvale / Cell 608-633-7643 / Email:  ac311kvale@gmail.com 

Nancy Sikorsky / Cell 608-633-4405 / Email:  nancy.sikorsky@gmail.com 
Jan Jenkins / Cell 608-633-0512 / Email:  jenkinsjan52@gmail.com 

 

 

Annual Reports – It’s hard to believe; however, it’s time to start thinking about annual reports.  The deadline 

to submit your reports to Myrt is December 30, 2020.  Thank you! 

 

We are all in this season of waiting and watching together. Here are some resources for us to center around in 

this season of Advent: 

 

God with Us: Advent Study 2020 

 

ELCA World Hunger has provided a free Advent Bible Study for all of us to use. Trinity has a quantity of the 

study available for you. Or, if you would like, here is a link for you to use to download a copy: 

 

https://resources.elca.org/Congregational_Life-WH_Advent_2020_Study_Guide_1.html 

 

In connection with the study, there is also a wonderful Advent calendar. We have these available as well. Or, 

here is a link for you to download a copy: 

 

https://resources.elca.org/ELCA_Good_Gifts-WH_Advent_2020_Calendar.html 

 

We will be providing the opportunity for our members to pick up a copy of the study guide, calendar, 

AND to borrow a hymnal! 

 

There will be somebody at the church building in the mornings from 7:30-9 am, and in the evening from 4-5 pm 

on weekdays to pick up this these materials. Please drive up to the front door and somebody will be there to 

help you. 

 

If these times will not work for you, please email Pastor Mark (pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com) to arrange a time. 

Also, please feel free to pick up copies for people that are not able to do so themselves. 

 
1 ELCA World Hunger. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. “God with Us: Advent Study 2020.” 

 

 

From Pastor Mark: 

 

Hello Members and Friends of Trinity, God’ peace and blessings to all of you today and always! 

 

Well, our planning for celebrating the birth of the Savior, Jesus Christ, are starting to come together! Here is our 

latest update: 

 

December 13, 2020 

 

This coming Sunday is the Third Sunday of Advent. We will be live-streaming our worship on Facebook and on 

You Tube at 9 am. Following worship, you are invited to join fellow members of Trinity for a ‘Zoom’ Coffee 
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Hour at 10 am. Here is the link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81491724477?pwd=VzFoRG5qTDkvdEpYU1VxVGtUbE1nQT09 

We look forward to seeing you! 

 

We will also have a great resource available on Sunday. A wonderful family tradition of our family is sharing 

“The Christmas Story: A Family Program for Christmas.” My wife’s father, Bill, was a long-time 

employee of the telephone company. The company created a ‘lessons and carols’ devotional book for families 

to use in their homes. I have used this and adapted it for us at Trinity. We will have printed copies available in 

the resource box outside the front door at church. We will also be making a digital copy available on our 

website and Facebook page. 

 

December 20, 2020 

 

On the Fourth Sunday of Worship, we will be live-streaming worship at 9 am, with this special treat: Trinity’s 

Sunday School Christmas Program will be shared at this worship! Yes, that’s right, there is a Christmas 

program! A number of our leaders and children have been working hard to record and put together this special 

celebration! It will be included in worship at 9am and recorded and made available on our website for you to 

participate in and enjoy! 

 

And then at 6:30 pm, we will be sharing a special worship called, The Longest Night: A Service of 

Remembrance and Grief. The Christmas season is wondrous and joy-filled, but it can be hard. Losses and 

grief are more keenly felt by us in this season, and maybe, even more so this year in the midst of pandemic and 

hardships. This worship, which takes place on the longest night of the year, will be live-streamed on Facebook 

and on YouTube at 6:30 and will also be made available on our website. 

 

December 24: Christmas Eve 

 

There will be two opportunities to worship on Christmas Eve. 

 

3pm: A Drive-through Christmas Story: You are invited to join us in the parking lot at Trinity to hear the 

story of Jesus’ birth, to pray, and to sing. More information will be coming regarding how to take part in this 

worship! 

6:30 pm: Christmas Eve Worship with Communion: And then at 6:30, we will worship together via live-

stream on Facebook and YouTube, and recorded and made available on our website. 

 

December 27: The First Sunday of Christmas: A Folk Worship of Lessons and Carols 

We will be live-streaming this wonderful worship of carols and God’s Word at 9 am on Facebook and 

YouTube, and made available on the website. 

 

The leadership of Trinity is working hard right now in planning for the coming year. Part of this work is 

preparing a proposed budget for 2021. For those of you who have filled out and returned the Intention of Giving 

Card; Thank You! And for those of you who haven’t done so yet, we ask that you take some time to do so. You 

may complete it and mail it to Trinity or place the card in the secure mailbox at the front entrance to the church 

building. Once again, thanks to all of you for your generous giving and living in serving Jesus Christ!  

 

We are all in this season of waiting and watching together. Here are some resources for us to center around in 

this season of Advent: 

 

In the love of Jesus Christ, 

Pastor Mark Kvale 

_____________________ 

 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81491724477?pwd=VzFoRG5qTDkvdEpYU1VxVGtUbE1nQT09


 

Worship Schedule: 

• 9:00 am streaming on Trinity’s Facebook Group Page and on YouTube www.youtube.com—search for 

Trinity Lutheran Sparta. 

• On our website www.tlcsparta.org  

 

Trinity Return Status: 

 

Trinity: 

The Covid new case rate in Monroe County continues to show very high numbers of positive test results, both daily 

rate and percentage of positive tests. The Monroe County Health Department shows the Covid risk level remains at 

Red.  The 7-day avg. new case rate was 70 per 100k residents on December 10. 

In response to the serious ongoing public health crisis, we will continue the suspension of indoor, in-person group 

activities at Trinity through December 18, 2020.  

Please wear a mask in public, wash your hands often, maintain physical distancing, avoid large indoor crowds; continue 

to care about yourself and others. 

Use electronic means of communication and physically-distanced outdoor visits to remain in contact with family, Trinity, 

friends, and our community. Avoid large crowds if possible. Dress warmly. 

Lord, we pray for Your strength, guidance, and wisdom. Help us to make informed decisions as we prepare for Blessed 

Christmas. Help us to find ways to stay connected with and to support all those around each of us. We pray for the 

health and safety of all. 

Leslie D. Stanley 

President 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

 

THANK YOU!!! 

A very special thank you to Larry & Nila Larson, Jim & Barb Moorhead, and Bill & Mary Herrman for 

Christmas caroling to some of our members.  You brought a wonderful old tradition back to life and warmed the 

hearts of these members.  Words can’t tell you how much they appreciated this.  Thank you! 

 

Opportunity to Help the Salvation Army 

We still need ringers for Friday and Saturday,  December 18th and 19th.  Can you help out?  If so call 

Tom Schauer at 608.269.0999.  Thank you! 

A big part of our tradition at Trinity during the Christmas season has been helping the Salvation Army by 

‘ringing bells’ at their Red Kettle locations in our community. Once again, we at Trinity have the opportunity to 

help! 

 

The Salvation Army has times available through Christmas, but specifically, Trinity has been asked to help 

during the next two weekends: December 5-6 and December 12-13 from 4 till 8 pm.  

 

There are many sites available, but the site for the dates and times listed above is in front of the Ecumenical 

Food Pantry (right next to the market on Water St.) 

 

If you would like to help, please contact Dave Kuderer at 608. 487.3496 or Tom Schauer at 608.269.0999. You 

can also find other times and locations for ringing at the Salvation Army’s website for the ringing campaign: 

www. RegisterToRing.com. 

 

http://www.tlcsparta.org/


 

Education Ministry: 

As Education Ministry continues to plan for formal Sunday school, you are invited to please fill out a 

registration form using this link:  https://forms.gle/6qh9aDyqwwRZ9bZt9.  If you are wanting more materials, 

there are resources in the box outside of Trinity or contact Missy Erickson at melissa.jane.erickson@gmail.com 

 

Faith Formation Update: 

Although we are not able to gather in person yet, Pastor Mark will live stream every week, & the large group 

video will be available on the website for you to watch when it works for you. In addition, small group time will 

be from 7:00 - 7:30 (on your respective week) via zoom.  E-mail reminders with updates will be sent out to each 

grade on their given week.   

   

 Here is our remaining schedule: 
 Wednesday, December 16:  9th grade 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Pastor Mark or myself.   
  

Remember we are ALL in this TOGETHER as the Body of Christ, & let’s continue to love, serve, & be kind to 

ALL of God’s people!  I continue to pray for each one of you & your families.   

  
God’s love, grace, & peace to you - 

Michelle  

 

Virtual Giving Tree: 

 

Reminder – For those of you who took tags from the Trinity Cares Christmas tree, you can drop off your 

gifts at Trinity this coming Sunday, 12/13, from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. or next Wednesday, 12/16, from 

5:00 – 7:00.  If neither of those dates work, you can contact Michelle on her cell phone:  343-0324.  Thank 

you!  

 

Our Trinity Cares Christmas tree has gone virtual this year!  Your help is needed as we reach out to extend 
extra love to our brothers & sisters in Christ!  Here is the link for you to click on, & you will be able to pick a tag 
or tags to fulfill a family’s needs.  If you don’t have online access, please call Holly Larson at 343-0922, & she 
will get a tag set up for you.  We ask that you please wrap your gift labeled with the family number.  Also, if 
your tag is for a gift card, please put that in a Christmas card you can write out to the family.  I know how 
much the families will appreciate that!  There will be 2 different dates that you can drop off your gifts or gift 
cards at Trinity in the drive through area at the front of the church.  They are Sunday, December 13, from 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  and Wednesday, December 16, from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  If either of those dates don’t 
work for you, please contact Michelle at 343-0324, and she will make arrangements with you.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Holly or Michelle at their above numbers.  Thank you from the bottom of our hearts 
for giving local families a much brighter Christmas.  Thank you for shining your light for Jesus in a world who 
needs Him more than ever!  Thank you for extending God’s love in our community! 

Virtual Giving Tree link: https://signup.com/go/BQqpFfH 

Nominating Committee: 

We are the Church is the Stewardship theme for this year.  You know that the work of the church gets done by 

each person sharing their gifts.  The Nominating Committee is looking for people to serve on the Church 

Council and various church committees.  Open positions include Council President, Vice-President and Council 

Members as well as a youth representative.  There are also openings on the Endowment Committee, the 

Nominating Committee, the Personnel Committee and representatives to Sugar Creek, Synod Assembly, also 

https://forms.gle/6qh9aDyqwwRZ9bZt9
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including a Youth member.  Please pray about how you might share your gifts.  Please also consider  

nominating another member whose gifts you recognize.  You may call the office with your nomination at 608-

269-5081 or send via email to office@tlcsparta.org 
 

New Secure Drop Box - The new secure drop box has been installed and is by the front entrance door by the 

church office.  Please start using this secure box for drop offs.  Thank you!   
 

We Need Your Help!!! 

** Hello Trinity! We need your help. If you would, could you please use your phone, take a video of yourself, 

or your family and friends sharing, "The Peace of the Lord be with you!" We will be using your sharing the 

peace in worship on Sunday. You may send your video to Pastor Mark at pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com. 

Thanks! Pastor Mark. 

 

      Resource Box –  All Kinds of Resources are available in our resource center, right outside the front door of 

our building. In it you will find the latest editions of the Living Lutheran magazine, Christ in our Home 

devotional, past bulletins, sermons, newsletters, family activities, etc. Help yourselves! 

 

Trinity Helping Hands - We have established a fund meant to help our members who are in financial 

difficulties. If you, or someone in our congregation is in some help, please contact Pastor Mark (608.487.2030) 

or pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com) for more information. 

 

 

Food Pantry - The Bread Basket Ecumenical Food Pantry, located at 116 N. Water St. in Sparta, is open from 

10 am to Noon on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays and again on Tuesday Evenings from 5-7 pm. 

All with a need for food are welcome!  

 

 

Deb’s Larson’s new address:  So many of you have asked for Deb Larson’s new address.  It is:   

 

Deb Larson 

1945 S. 83rd Street 

West Allis, WI  53219 

 

Good luck with everything, Deb.  We sure will miss you.  Stay in touch! 

 

The St. Olaf Christmas Festival:  A New Song of Grace and Truth 

 

Public Television   10:00 p.m  Friday, December 18 and again Tuesday December 22 at 10:00 p.m. 

 

Hear Christmas compositions, carols and hymns from around the world. 

 

 

 Offering Opportunities 

 
Thank you to all who have continued to support our mission at Trinity. Our good work has carried on. 
While we have not had the opportunity to contribute through the passing of the plate, the following 
options are available to us: 
 

1. Simply Giving - Automated giving with Simply Giving via a transfer from your savings or 
checking account to Trinity’s bank account.  To start, please complete the Simply Giving form 
located on our website https://tlcsparta.wixsite.com/trinity/copy-of-give. Please sign the form, 
take a picture of the form, and also take a picture of a voided check and email both pictures to 
office@tlcsparta.org. In addition, you can mail your Simply Giving form to Trinity (address 
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below) or to Myrt, Trinity’s administrative assistant, at Mary Holte, 302 Ulland Ave., Westby, 
WI  54667. 

 
2. Check - Mail your check to the Trinity Lutheran Church, 612 N. Water St.,  

Sparta, WI 54656  
3. GivePlus - Online giving is available through GivePlus. The link is available through our 

website. https://tlcsparta.wixsite.com/trinity/give  
4. GivePlus Mobile - Download the GivePlus mobile app from the App store (Apple) or Google 

Play (Android)     
https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/images/GivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf  

5. Text by GivePlus - Send a text with your donation amount to 844-554-1086. Within a few 
minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your cardholder 
name and debit or card information. Once your registration is complete, you will receive a text 
verification and a receipt of your donation  
via e-mail. 

 
Bear in mind, any of these electronic/Internet automatic methods can be changed at any time 
and you can go back to giving in person when you choose to do so. 
 

 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftlcsparta.wixsite.com%2Ftrinity%2Fgive&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3bb1add8b3fd4c791ec208d7d64a9a13%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637213488208046121&sdata=BAO12Ad5g043yoGmRDf3i9x%2BT9Sil4gLRkdNqUpJ4CM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgiveplushelp.vancopayments.com%2Fimages%2FGivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3bb1add8b3fd4c791ec208d7d64a9a13%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637213488208046121&sdata=o9CvrNVOri0O62mdH5bzm5Kkqlcpvy0yjflxtDME9eU%3D&reserved=0

