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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

July 26, 2020 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost Lectionary 17 

9:00 a.m. Worship – Live streaming on Facebook 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

 

Order of Worship 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Hymn: You Are God Alone 

 

You are not a god created by human hands. 

You are not a god dependent on any mortal man. 

You are not a god in need of anything we can give. 

By Your plan, that’s just the way it is. 

 

(Chorus)  You are God alone, from before time began. 

   You were on Your throne; you were god alone. 
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  And right now, in the good times and bad, 

  You are on Your throne; You are God alone. 

 

You’re the only God whose power none can contend. 

You’re the only God whose name and praise will never end. 

You’re the only God who’s worthy of everything we can give. 

You are God, and that’s just the way it is. 

 

(Bridge) You’re unchangeable, You’re unshakable, 

   You’re unstoppable, that’s what You are. 

   You’re unchangeable, You’re unshakable, 

   You’re unstoppable, that’s what You are. 

Prayer of the Day 

Beloved and all-powerful God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring 

us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we 

may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Reading: 1Kings 3.5-12 

 

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave 

him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well. 
 

5At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what 

I should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to 

your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 

righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this 

great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, 

O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although 

I am only a little child;  

I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people 

whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or 

counted. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able 

to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 

  10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 
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 11God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long 

life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to 

discern what is right, 12I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and 

discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after 

you.” 

 

Gospel: Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52 

 

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the 

kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the 

implications of this announcement for people’s lives. 
 

31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds,  

but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree,  

so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

  33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 

took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and 

hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on 

finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught 

fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into 

baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come 

out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, 

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

  51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, 

“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 

master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn: We are One in the Spirit 
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We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord.  

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord.  

And we pray that all unity may one day be restored. 

 

(Chorus)  And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love,  

   Yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand. 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand. 

And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land. 

 

(Chorus) 

 

We will work with each other, we will work side by side. 

We will work with each other, we will work side by side. 

And we’ll guard each one’s dignity and save each one’s pride. 

 

(Chorus) 

 

Prayers 

 

From our many locations, yet held in one body by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need.  

 

O God of mercy, we pray for the church. Open your word to all. Christians around the 

world. Reveal yourself to us in places old and new. Turn to us, O God and be gracious to 

us.  

 

O God of wisdom, we pray for open ears and eyes and hearts to all that you would teach 

us.  Turn to us, O God and be gracious to us.  

 

O Creative God, we pray for the earth. Give to plants and animals the water and land they 

require. Form us into grateful and healing caretakers of your earth.  

Turn to us, O God and be gracious to us.  
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O God of justice, we pray for the nations. Direct leaders of nations to build trust with 

each other and to resist the ways of violence. Move all our leaders to speak with honesty, 

to strive for justice, and to work to alleviate the nation’s needs. Turn to us, O God and be 

gracious to us.  

 

O God of compassion, we pray for all in need. Heal the sick. Feed the hungry. House the 

refugee. Comfort the countless thousands who are dealing with the coronavirus. Walk 

with those who are worried and afraid. Help us to be your arms of mercy.  

Turn to us, O God and be gracious to us.  

 

O God of grace we pray for the youth. Give to the young people of afflicted nations an 

inspiring dream of what their future might be and patience to await a time of safety. Be 

with all our schools as they work hard to plan for this coming school year.  

Turn to us, O God and be gracious to us.  

 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Offering 

Thank you to all who have continued to support our mission at Trinity. Our good work 

has carried on. While we have not had the opportunity to contribute through the passing 

of the plate, there are many ways for us to give. Please visit our website for options. You 

can donate via text at 844-554-1086. Within a few minutes of texting, you’ll be sent a text 

with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your cardholder name and debit or 

card information. Once your registration is complete, you will receive a text verification 

and a receipt of your donation via e-mail.   Thanks for your support! 

 

Special Music: Ella Erickson 

 

Prayer: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way 

through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the 

needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Amen. 
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from 

evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

Blessing: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen. 

 

Hymn: Bill’s Song 

 

O, for the beauty of the earth, I want to thank you, my Lord. 

O, for the wonderous things you’ve done, I want to thank you, my Lord. 

You give me hope; and you give me peace, you give me life to enjoy. 

O, for the beauty of the earth, I want to thank you, my Lord. 

 

O, for the gift of your dear Son, I want to thank you, my Lord. 

O, for the gift of your dear Son, I want to thank you, my Lord. 

He gives my hope, and he gives me peace, he gives me life to enjoy. 

O, for the gift of your dear Son, I want to thank you, my Lord. 

 

O, for the Spirt; three in one, I want to thank you, my Lord. 

O, for the Spirt; three in one, I want to thank you, my Lord. 

They give me hope, and they give me peace, they give me life to enjoy. 

O, for the Spirt; three in one, I want to thank you, my Lord. 

 

Sending: Go in peace, Christ is with you! Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

For July 12th: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $7193.88 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $1842.19 

 


