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August, 2020 

Trinity Tidings 
*************************************************************************** 

612 North Water Street - Sparta, Wisconsin           608-269-5081       www.tlcsparta. org 

God’s Love-Our Hearts-God’s Work-Our Hands 

FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MARK…. 

Regarding Holy Communion in this time of Pandemic 
August 2020 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Who would have thought? Who would have thought that in this month of August 2020 we would still be in 
the grips of the Covid-19 pandemic? We are living in a time like none of us have experienced. Our lives 
have all been impacted, and our lives as members of Trinity Lutheran Church have as well. 
 
There have been some wonderful surprises for me: We are still the church! Our work as members of the 
body of Christ has continued in powerful ways! We are still taking care of each other through our ministry. 
We are still learning and praying together. And we are still worshiping with each other, albeit in a way none 
of us could have imagined. And for all of this, thanks be to God! 
 
But there is a lot that we miss, that we grieve, that isn’t there. We miss being able to quilt, we miss being 
together for Faith Formation and JAM and 4G. And we miss being able to gather physically in our beautiful 
sanctuary for worship. And for me, and I know for many of you, I really miss gathering for Holy  
Communion. 
 
In a document called, The Use of the Means of Grace, we read, “At the table of our Lord Jesus Christ, God 
nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the Gospel.” This nourishing, this forgiveness, 
this being gathered together is something that is so part of who we are. 
 
When we began worshiping on-line instead of physically in-person, all of us thought it would be for a short 
time. But as of right now, it looks like we are in this for a while longer. So, the question is, how can we be 
the church, how can we celebrate Holy Communion if we cannot do so like we would do if we were in the 
sanctuary?  
 
I was part of a task force of pastors called together by our Bishop, Jim Arends, to think about this very thing. 
As a result of our work together, and of Bishop Arends’ leadership, there is a way for us to faithfully take 
part in Holy Communion that is theologically sound, and life-giving! 
 
Bishop Arends, after a long time of prayer and study has determined that “for the duration of the time when 
our congregations are not able to worship in person, with agreement between a congregation’s pastor(s) and 
church council, congregations who wish to do so may offer Holy Communion as part of their online worship 
services at a frequency of their choosing.” 
 
What follows are ways in which we at Trinity can celebrate Holy Communion together while apart  
physically. 
 
In the love of Jesus Christ, 
 
Pastor Mark Kvale 
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MARK (continued)... 

August, 2020 

 
Celebrating Holy Communion during our live-stream Worship 

 
We gather for worship on Sunday Mornings at 9 am;  

live-streaming on Trinity’s Facebook Group Page.  
 
If you would like to take part in this worship at 9 am, you need to be a member of the group. If you are on 
Facebook, please request membership in the group and we will make it happen. In the future, we hope to be 
able to stream on other platforms in addition to Facebook. 
 

In Preparation for Holy Communion 
 

• Set up a space for worship at home. Choose a table (card table, coffee table, dining room table, tv tray, 
etc.) and place a candle, cross, bible, anything that would signify that it is a place of worship. 

• Place a glass of wine, or grape juice, and some bread (or crackers if bread not available) on the table. 

• Designate someone in the household as the communion leader for that day. Please know that if you are 
at home by yourself, you are not alone; the whole congregation is communing with you! 

 
During Holy Communion 

 
During the Great Thanksgiving, the Pastor will invite the designated communion leader to do the following: 
 

At this time, I invite the home leader to lift up the bread and wine as I proclaim the words  
of institution. And, now repeat after me at home, “This is the body of Christ given for you,  
this is the blood of Christ shed for you.” And then you are to distribute the bread and wine  
to those gathered in your home. 

 
 

Receiving Holy Communion at other times  
 

In the document, The Use of the Means of Grace, we read Occasional Services (a worship resource of the 
church) provides an order for the Distribution of Communion to those in special circumstances. As an  
extension of the Sunday worship, the servers of Communion take the elements to those unable to attend. 
 
For us at Trinity, this has applied how we bring communion to our members who are homebound. But the 
teaching on this matter makes sense for all of us in these times. 
 
If you are not able to worship with the congregation at our 9 am online worship, either because of not being 
able to access the livestream, or plan to worship later in the day, or for other reasons, please see the  
following instructions for how to participate in this most holy meal. 
 
 



 3 

FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MARK (continued)... 

August, 2020 

Receiving Holy Communion at other times than the normal Sunday Worship 
 

 
In Preparation for Holy Communion 

 

• Set up a space for worship at home. Choose a table (card table, coffee table, dining room table, tv tray, 
etc.) and place a candle, cross, bible, anything that would signify that it is a place of worship. 

• Place a glass of wine, or grape juice, and some bread (or crackers if bread not available) on the table. 

• Designate someone in the household as the communion leader for that day. Please know that if you are 
at home by yourself, you are not communion alone; the whole congregation is communing with you! 

 
What follows is the order for Holy Communion in Special Circumstances: 
 
The designated communion leader greets those gathered  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
[And also with you.] 
 
The leader may address the participant/s with these or similar words. 
When our congregation gathered in worship, we heard again of God’s mighty acts and the love shown us in 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. We shared in the holy meal of the Lord’s supper. Now we bring to you 
this word of life, and this bread and cup of blessing, so that you may share in these same gifts and be 
strengthened in communion with all the people of God. 
 
Prayer of Preparation 
Merciful God, we do not presume to come to your table trusting in our own righteousness, but in your  
abundant mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat and drink the body and blood of your dear Son, 
Jesus Christ, that we may live in him and he in us, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Word: The Gospel text, or another reading of scripture should be shared together. 
 
Meal 
The leader addresses the participant/s. 
Gathered at the Lord’s table, our congregation remembered with thanksgiving that “in the night in which he 
was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
This is the supper of our Lord Jesus Christ. This same bread and cup, shared in our community of faith, are 
here given for you. 
 
All join in the Lord’s Prayer. The leader may introduce the prayer with these or similar words. 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MARK (continued)... 
August, 2020 

 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
The leader then gives the bread and wine, saying: 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one 
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Sending 
The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord’s face shine on us with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon us 
with favor and ☩ give us peace. 
Amen. 
 
The leader may conclude the service with these or similar words. 
Be at peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 

   
AUGUST 16TH LOOSE CHANGE 

LA CROSSE AREA SYNOD COMPANION SYNOD PROGRAM 

August 16th Loose Change Sunday 

La Crosse Area Synod Companion Synod Program 
The Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren (ECCB) is a companion synod with the La Crosse Area  
Synod.  The ELCA Companion synod program connects Lutheran churches throughout the world with 
ELCA synods and congregations. These relationships are rooted in “accompaniment,” which promotes the 
values of mutuality, inclusivity, vulnerability, empowerment and sustainability. Through the program,  
companion churches and ELCA synods nurture and strengthen one another for life and ministry through 
prayer, study, communication, exchange of visitors and sharing of resources.   
 
The Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren (ECCB) is the largest Protestant church in the Czech Republic.  
In December 1918 the Reformed Church and the Lutheran Church merged and formed the Evangelical 
Church of Czech Brethren. In 2016, the La Crosse Synod pursued forming a companion synod with ECCB. 
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August, 2020 

FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

MATCHING FUNDS FOR COLLEGE GRANTS 

Matching Funds For College Grants 
 
For the 2020 – 2021 school year Trinity has one student benefiting from the Matching Funds program. 
Myah Kenyon will be a Freshman at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, and received a $750 grant from 
Trinity which Luther College will match. Thank you to everyone who contributed in some way to the 
Matching Funds for College Grants Fund! 
 
The Matching Matching Funds for College Grants Fund program is a cooperative venture between  
participating ELCA Lutheran colleges and congregations. The colleges agree to match grants given to  
students from local congregations up to $750 per student each year. 
 
Please continue to support the Matching Grants Fund throughout the year through special gifts, memorials 
or honorariums and by recycling your aluminum cans in the can cage by the garage. 

God’ Love – Our Hearts           God’s Work – Our Hands 

We congratulate Pastor Mark Kvale on the 5th anniversary of his call at Trinity Lutheran Church in Sparta. 
And pass a belated HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Pastor Mark in case you missed the text and e-mail storm on July 
18.  Pastor Mark, please accept our prayers of celebration and support.  
 
On behalf of Trinity, I thank the Helgersons, Darren and Christen, for their service as our part-time  
custodians over the past several years. Christen has resigned, effective July 27th. We wish Christen and  
Darren all the best. The Council has authorized the hiring of Andrew Turnmire, who will begin his duties on 
the 27th. 
 
Krause Construction has completed tuck pointing (grout repair) and sheeting of the gable wall tops of our 
building. Trinity volunteers have power washed the exterior of the church in preparation for sealing the 
stonework. Volunteers have also repaired the stucco on the admin wing and will be painting that as well 
this year.  
 
Trinity is investing in improvements to our video production and streaming equipment. We will likely be in 
distance-mode for some time to come, and there are many positive responses indicating ongoing support 
for the ministry. The upgrades will provide more opportunities for you to receive the services live or  
recorded, or pre-recorded on DVD, as well as improving the quality of picture and sound. 
 
Family Promise is interviewing potential clients and expects to be active in August. Trinity is scheduled to 
host in August. Please consider volunteering if it is possible.  
 
Prayers of humble thanksgiving for your continued support of the missions and ministries of Trinity. Your 
generous promises and continued giving even through Covid Times have enabled us to sustain our ministry 
excellence, to maintain our facilities, and to support Family Promise.   
  
In Service, 
Les Stanley 
President 
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August, 2020 

YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“BACK TO SCHOOL” 
TRINITY CARES 

 
We are working hard to come up with a plan 

for our annual “Back to School” drive to 
support local families in our community. 

This has been a big passion at Trinity, & we 
trust in God to help us make it work now even 
when it will look different.  At this time, we 
are still working out details, but we do know 

we will be looking for general school  
supplies, gift cards, & monetary donations  
because specific supply lists aren’t out yet.  

Please stay tuned for details on how you can 
help in upcoming e-mails, bulletin  

announcements, our website, & Trinity’s  
Facebook page.  If you have any questions, 

please reach out to Michelle by calling/texting 
at 343-0324, email at:   

thehyattfive@gmail.com, or Facebook  
messenger.  You may also contact Missy at 

387-2514 or by e-mail:   
melissa.jane.erickson@gmail.com. 

 
Let’s live out our mission: 

 
God’s Love.  Our Hearts.   
God’s Work.  Our Hands.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CARING HEARTS & 
SHARING HANDS 

 
We want to help!  Our Youth & Family  

Ministry Team is reaching out to  
support families needing a little lift 
in getting through the COVID crisis 

during the summer months. 
Could you use some groceries?   

How about a gas card, grocery card, 
or gift card for household 

essentials?  Need some extra prayers?   
These are uncertain & troubling times, 

but we will get through it together!   
We live day by day & prayer by prayer. 

Please contact Michelle for more  
information.  We continue to live 
out our mission together as we 

serve our dear sisters & brothers 
in Christ. 

 
God’s Love.  Our Hearts. 
God’s Work.  Our Hands 
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YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 

August, 2020 

 

 

MONTHLY DEVOTION 
 

 

 

“So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God picked 

out for you:  compassion, kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline.  Be 

even-tempered; content with second place, quick to forgive an offense.   

Forgive as quickly and completely as the Master forgave you.  And regardless 

of what else you put on, wear love.  It’s your basic, all purpose garment.   

Never be without it.”  Colossians 3: 12-14 

 

Why it’s COOL to be KIND 

#1 Just Be Nice 

#2 Stay True To Yourself 

#3 Never Let Bullies Win 

#4 Find A Way To Forgive  

#5 Set A Good Example 

#6 Make Time For Those You Love 

#7 Live Your Passions  

#8 Do What Scares You 

#9 Love Who You Are 

 

Find joy and spread love wherever you go... 

Being good to others can improve not only your own lives, but also the lives  

of those around us. 

 

SHARE your highs and lows. 

READ the above scripture. 

TALK about what it means in your daily life. 

PRAY for each other, our community, our country, our world, and any in need. 

BLESS each other with a sign of the cross as a reminder of how much God 

loves us! 

 

Let me know if you have any questions.  Sending a big hug your way. 

 

Much love! 

Michelle 
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August, 2020 

EDUCATION MINISTRY UPDATE 

Activities for Building Faith in Families! 

Education Ministry will be providing take-home lessons on Bible stories each 

weekend in August.  Stop by the resource center box in front of Trinity each 

week to pick up a new activity packet!  Each packet includes the verse, why 

the lesson is important, and family activities to help your family grow in faith  

together!  Below are the dates when each lesson will be available.  If you miss 

a week, don’t worry!  Past lessons will remain in the box throughout all of  

August - come check them out! 

August 2 – Noah’s Ark 

August 9 - Jonah 

August 16 - Lydia 

August 23 – Walking on Water 

August 30 – Women at the Well 

YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 

Update regarding the 2021 Gathering: 

 

After much prayer and consideration, we have decided to postpone next summer’s ELCA Youth Gathering to 
2022 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be held July 24-28, 2022, in Minneapolis, with the two pre-events, the 
Multicultural Youth Leadership Event (MYLE) and the tAble, scheduled for July 21-24, 2022.  

 

We give thanks for your prayers and patience as we have worked through the details with our partners in 
Minneapolis and across the country. We hope that by postponing the Gathering for a year, individuals and 

congregations will feel more comfortable and prepared to attend the Gathering in 2022.  

 
For more information about the 2022 Gathering, please visit elca.org/YouthGathering/COVID19. We will be 

updating our website and social media as more details become available. 

 
We look forward to seeing you and experiencing the boundlessness of God in Minneapolis in 2022!  

 
 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2felca.org%2fYouthGathering%2fCOVID19&srcid=230745&srctid=1&erid=248f5303-5b57-4403-9e7f-20b07402f21c&trid=248f5303-5b57-4403-9e7f-20b07402f21c
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August, 2020 

EDUCATION MINISTRY UPDATE - SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Dear Trinity Sunday School Families, 

 

We are living in unprecedented times, yet our faith keeps us strong and  

resilient.  Education Ministry is working to continue to provide opportunities 

to help your family grow in faith in different ways.  As with so many things 

right now, Sunday School will look different, but this allows us opportunities 

to try new things! Here are some of the ideas that Education Ministry is 

working on: 

 

• Incorporating Sunday School lessons into worship through a children’s  

    sermon and kid-friendly sermon notes, meant to be used as talking points     

                for your family 

• Using the Faith Five model (share, read, talk, pray, bless) by providing  

    verses to read and reflect on as a family 

• Offering hands-on lessons that include games, crafts, activities, and songs 

for your family to continue to grow in faith together, both virtually and 

with physical materials available for pick-up at Trinity 

• In-person small groups as the Covid-19 Compass allows 

 

This information comes to you in hopes that you will: 

 

• Provide feedback on your thoughts towards the ideas presented (ie your 

preferences, what you’d like more information on, and other ideas) 

• Offer your time to lead small groups when the time comes that we can 

meet in person again (We would be looking for several facilitators within 

grade levels, and all materials will be provided.) 
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RESOURCES FOR THIS TIME 

August, 2020 

Trinity’s website: www.tlcsparta.org 
Phone: 608.269.5081 
Pastor Mark mobile: 608.487.2030 
 
Trinity Lutheran Facebook group: www.facebook.com Trinity Lutheran Church, Sparta, WI (we will accept 
your friend request) 
 
Wisconsin Department of Health: www.dhs.wisconsin.gov 
 
Monroe County Health Department: www.healthymonroecowi.org/covid-19 
 
La Crosse Area Synod: www.lacrosseareasynod.org 
 
Faith Inkubators ( a great resource for family life of faith): www.faithink.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
612 N. Water Street 
Sparta, WI  54656 

Tel. (608) 269-5081 
Church Website: tlcsparta.org      

 
Pastor Mark Kvale 

Email:  pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com 
Cell Phone:  608-487-2030 

 
Church Council Contact Information 

 Les Stanley allestan@hotmail.com 608-269-6232 

Bill McClain billatsparta@gmail.com 608-269-4826 

Connie Jerome conniejerome@centurytel.net 608-343-1737 

Tammy Barclay wood_n_quilts@hotmail.com 608-269-2229 

Alton Ask al.ask59@gmail.com 608-269-2625 

Gary Haskins gandchaskins@yahoo.com 608-487-5177 

Bill Herrman wmherrman@gmail.com 608-269-2583 

Chuck Hogan mooncurser@outlook.com 608-269-8312 

Julee Hopkins ljhopkins@centurytel.net 608-269-2808 

Jim Moorhead jdmbim@centurytel.net 608-269-3721 

Kole Nelson kolenelson17@gmail.com 608-487-7099 

Scott Perkins sepkkp@gmail.com 608-487-2444 

Gary Peterson gbpeterson12@charter.net 608-269-5939 

JoEllen Siver jmsiver50@hotmail.com 608-487-4083 

Maureen Sullivan schauersullivan@hotmail.com 608-269-0999 

Dan Amundson carquestmandan@yahoo.com 608-633-8050 

Charles Tempski tempscha000@go.spartan.org 608-633-3442 

http://www.tlcsparta.org
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov
http://www.healthymonroecowi.org/covid-19
http://www.lacrosseareasynod.org
http://www.faithink.com
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Needed Weekly to Meet  
Budgeted Mission - $7469.92 

 

August, 2020 

June 21, 2020 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is  

$6216.50 
Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, 

is $282.00 

June 28, 2020 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is  

$5732.50 
Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, 

is $550.98 

July 5, 2020 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is  

$7678.38 
Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, 

is $265.00 

July 12, 2020 
General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is 

$7193.88 
Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, 

is $1842.19 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

6/30/2020 

Please see Page 16 
 of this edition of the  

Tidings for your giving 
options at this time. 

 
Thank you for  

your continued support 
 

Average giving per week this month: $6,408.36  

    

Annual Budget:  $388436; needed each week to  

meet budgeted expenses: $7469.92  

    

General fund:   

Balance 5/31/2020  ($9,158.71) 

June Giving  $25,633.45  

June Disbursements  ($27,970.82) 

miscellaneous entries  $45.09  

Balance 6/30/2020   ($11,450.99) 

    

Total Giving: BUDGET Non-budget 

June  $25,633.45  $948.72  

Total   $25,633.45  $948.72  

    

1st Community Credit Union:  

Loan balance 5/31/2020 $82,446.86  

June principal  ($1,178.66) 

June interest $376.09   

New loan balance 6/30/2020 $81,268.20  

    

Designated Funds:  Balances as of 6/30/2020: 

    

Total Withholding  $1,994.30 

Total Pass-through Amounts $839.57  

Prepaid pledges  $3,600.00  

General Fund  ($11,450.99) 

Building Capital Fund  $6,841.67  

Memorial   $1,946.62  

Endowment  $105.00  

Contingency Reserve Balance $20,000.00  

Misc Undesignated Fund (Estate) $22,940.94  

Youth Checking  $185.00  

Worship & Music  $10,188.97  

Education Ministry  $8,213.76  

Fellowship &Outreach  $3,795.12  

Building General Expenses $5,160.58  

Thrivent Choice Fund  $4,479.56  

Community Outreach  $2,244.05  

Sabbatical Fund   $5,695.99  

Total Fund balances   $86,780.14  

    

Tammy Barclay, Treasurer  
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August, 2020 

at Trinity 

 

 
FROM THE OFFICE  

 
Articles for September Tidings are 

due by August 18, 2020 

Drive-in Church 
Sunday, August 9, 2020 
Trinity Lutheran Parking Lot 
First Worship 9:00  am 
Second  Worship 10:30 am 
(A 30 minute worship in your own vehicle) 
 
On August 9, Trinity will be holding two drive-in worships.  You are invited to come at either 9:00 or 10:30 am to the 
church parking lot.  You must enter the parking lot from the Walnut St. entrance (west side).  Parking attendants will 
direct you where to park.  Everyone will need to stay in their vehicles and the service will be broadcast from the back 
entrance of the church.  Each car will be able to access the service on their radio, channel 88.3 FM.  After worship, 
cars will then be asked to leave via Morse St. (north side).  The Water St. entrance will be closed off. 
If you will be attending one of these worships, please email Myrt at office@tlcsparta.org by Friday, August 7, 
stating your time preference, so we can plan accordingly. 
 
Rain date will be August 16. 

WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 

BLOOD DRIVE RESULTS 

Blood Drive – We had another successful blood drive at Trinity on June 29th and 30th.  We collected 171 pints of blood.  
Good job, Trinity!  A big thank you to our donors, radio station COW, and staff.  With Covid-19 in our midst, they can 
really use the blood.  Thanks again to EVERYONE involved. 

TRINITY HELPING HANDS 

A Trinity Helping Hands program has been established to provide emergency monetary support to members  

of Trinity Lutheran Church who are in need. Members who wish to help other members may donate to the  

account by submitting a check made out to Trinity with, “Helping Hands” on the memo line. Members who 

need assistance should contact Pastor Mark at 608.487.2030 or pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com. The program is 

confidential and is another way we can live out our vision, “God’s Love, Our Hearts;  

God’s Work, Our Hands.” 

mailto:office@tlcsparta.org
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August, 2020 

at Trinity 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
During this time of social distancing because of the coronavirus, there will be no in-person worship  

services.  There will, however, be live-streaming worship on Facebook every Sunday morning at 
9:00 a.m.  This service will also be posted on our website www.tlcsparta.org for your viewing  

at your convenience.   
 

You can also join us for Worship on Sunday at 10:07 am, and devotions on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 1:07 pm over the phone!   

Here is how it’s done:  to join in our call, please dial the number listed below, when prompted, 
 provide the access code followed by the#.  Dial-in number (US):  (978) 990-5185  

Access code:  5984240#. 
To listen to a recording of our Sunday worship, or our Monday, Wednesday, and Friday Devotional:  

Call Playback Number:  (978) 990-5096 Access Code:  5984240# 
Reference numbers to access recordings:  Sunday Worship, 1 

For Monday, Wednesday or Friday Devotionals, 2 or 3. 
 

Morning Prayer:  We have been gathering for Morning Prayer on Tuesday and Thursday  
mornings at 8 a.m. on Trinity’s Zoom Meeting.  If you would like to join us, please email Pastor 

Mark (pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com) and he will send you an invitation.  We would love to see you! 
 
Prayer concerns: If you have any prayer concerns, that we can join in prayer with you and for you, 
please let Pastor Mark know (608.487.2030 or pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com) 

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, & FRIDAY UPDATES 

To try and help Pastor Mark out with his workload, I will be doing the Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 
updates.  Therefore, if you would like anything included in these weekly updates that go out three 
times per week, please email me at office@tlcsparta.org or call me at 608-417-9265, and I will most  
definitely include your concerns/articles in these updates.  Pastor Mark would like to get the congregation 
involved in these updates and this is the perfect opportunity to include whatever is on your mind.  Again, 
please reach out to me and let’s pack these updates with important and useful information for the  
congregation.  Thank you. 
 
Myrt 

RESOURCE BOX OUTSIDE OF CHURCH BUILDING 

If you haven’t already done so, check out our Resource Box.  There 
are all kinds of resources available in our resource center, right  

outside the front door of our building.  In it you will find the latest  
edition of the Living Lutheran magazine, Christ in our Home  

devotional, past bulletins, sermons, newsletters, etc.  We ask that you 
wipe the handle clean as you leave. 

 

Help yourselves! 

Council Meeting - The next council meeting 
is scheduled for August 11th at 7:00 p.m. 
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at Trinity 

August, 2020 

HOW CAN WE HELP? 

Those who do not have email or internet:  We are asking all of you to please check in with your family  
members and friends who are members of Trinity who do not have email.  Ask how they are doing, if there is 
anything they need, and ask in what ways they feel we can help them keep connected with the congregation.  
Please let Pastor Mark, or any of our leaders know, and let everyone know about our telephone worship and 
devotionals.   

FOOD PANTRY 

 
 
The Bread Basket Ecumenical Food Pantry, located at 114 N. Water 
Street in Sparta, is open from 10:00 a.m. to Noon on Mondays,  
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, and again on Tuesday  
evenings from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  All with a need for food are welcome! 

BABY CARE KIT UPDATE 

Traditionally summer has been the time that we donate new or just like new items for the Trinity Baby Care 
Kits Mission Project on behalf of the Lutheran World Relief.  Baby Care Kits or layettes convey a warm  
welcome to a newborn and their family in refugee camps, hospitals and villages around the world. 
 
Listed below are the items we include in our Baby Care Kits, along with our current inventory. We assembled 
and shipped 54 kits last year and hope to be able to assemble at least 50 kits this year. The kits must contain 
sizes 6 months to 24 months. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As you can see, we need more T-shirts (like new 6 to 24 months), and gentle soap.  If you have items to  
donate, please call me, JoEllen Siver at 608-487-4083 so that we can arrange a pick-up or drop off. 
Thanks for all your help. 

ITEM ENOUGH FOR # OF KITS 

Receiving Blankets (2 per kit) 51.5 

Cloth Diapers (4 per kit) 71 

T-shirts (2 per kit) 32 

Gowns or Sleepers (2 per kit) 64.5 

Sweater or Jacket (1 per kit) 49 

Caps (needed only if no hood) 39 

Socks (2 per kit) 63 

Soap (2 per kit) 22 

Hand Towel (1 per kit) 61 

Diaper Pins (2 per kit) 62 

“PROTECT ME, O GOD, FOR IN YOU I TAKE REFUGE.” 

 Psalm 16:1 
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THANK YOU 

August, 2020 

The family of Scott Schure sends many thanks to all who 

sent cards of sympathy.  The remembrances of Scott that 

you wrote were so appreciated as were your offers of  

support and including us in your prayers.  Thank you also 

for the memorials for God’s work through Trinity.   

The other memorials will be used to purchase a tree for the 

Evan’s Bosshard park which Scott enjoyed fishing and  

playing with his dog Maggie. 

 

Praying for God’s blessing for all of you.  

 

Judy 

PASSING INTO ETERNAL LIFE…….. 

Please continue to pray for the family and friends of: 

Scott Schure—June 26, 2020 

Donna Kastberg—July 2, 2020 

Pastor Luther Larson—July 6, 2020 

Warren Isbell—July 16, 2020 

 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted” 
 

Matthew 5:4 

 

Please welcome into God’s family: 

Child:  Katelyn Kay Wojciechowski 

Baptismal Date:  July 12, 2020 

Parents:  Paul & Kassie Wojciechowski 

Sponsors:  Karley Galusha & Adam Perkins 

Grandparents:  Scott & Krista Perkins 

Great Grandparents:  Pete & Marlene Perkins 
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE  

 
Offering Opportunities 

 
Thank you to all who have continued to support our mission at Trinity. Our good work has carried 
on. While we have not had the opportunity to contribute through the passing of the plate, the  
following options are available to us: 
 

Simply Giving - Automated giving with Simply Giving via a transfer from your savings or  
       checking account to Trinity’s bank account.  To start, please complete the Simply Giving 

form located on our website https://tlcsparta.wixsite.com/trinity/copy-of-give. Please sign the 
form, take a picture of the form, and also take a picture of a voided check and email both 
pictures to office@tlcsparta.org. In addition, you can mail your Simply Giving form to Trinity 
(address below) or to Myrt, Trinity’s administrative assistant, at Mary Holte, 302 Ulland Ave., 
Westby, WI  54667. 

 
Check - Mail your check to the Trinity Lutheran Church, 612 N. Water St., Sparta, WI 54656  
 
GivePlus - Online giving is available through GivePlus. The link is available through our website. 

https://tlcsparta.wixsite.com/trinity/give  
 
GivePlus Mobile - Download the GivePlus mobile app from the App store (Apple) or Google 

Play (Android)     https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/images/
GivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf  

 
Text by GivePlus - Send a text with your donation amount to 844-554-1086. Within a few 

minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your  
       cardholder name and debit or card information. Once your registration is complete, you will 

receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via e-mail. 
 
       Bear in mind, any of these electronic/Internet automatic methods can be changed at any 

time and you can go back to giving in person when you choose to do so. 
 

God’s Love, Our Hearts. God’s Work, Our Hands. 

August, 2020 

https://tlcsparta.wixsite.com/trinity/copy-of-give
mailto:office@tlcsparta.org
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftlcsparta.wixsite.com%2Ftrinity%2Fgive&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3bb1add8b3fd4c791ec208d7d64a9a13%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637213488208046121&sdata=BAO12Ad5g043yoGmRDf3i9x%2BT9Sil4g
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgiveplushelp.vancopayments.com%2Fimages%2FGivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3bb1add8b3fd4c791ec208d7d64a9a13%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637213488208046121&sdat
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgiveplushelp.vancopayments.com%2Fimages%2FGivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3bb1add8b3fd4c791ec208d7d64a9a13%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637213488208046121&sdat
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August, 2020 

MEMORIALS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In Loving Memory of Alma Sherpe from 
General Fund 
Beverly Lisney 
Joyce Graewin 
Myron Daugs 

 
Endowment Fund 

Stan & Rita Bernette 
Joy Circle 

 
 

 
 

Building Maintenance Fund 
Ron & Pauline Haug 

 
Building Debt Retirement Fund 

Alice Olson 

IN HONOR OF... 

In Honor of Gary & Betty Peterson’s 50th Anniversary from 
General Fund 
Tootie Bernett 

 
In Honor of Jeff & Carol Olson from 

Endowment Fund 
Alton Ask 

 
In Honor of Eldie Erickson from 

Endowment Fund 
Alton Ask 

 



 18 

MEMORIALS 

August, 2020 

In Loving Memory of Pastor Luther Larson from 
General Fund 

Phil & Diane Dammen 
Jean Hays 

Eldie & Linda Erickson 
Harry & Ardis Bolstad 
Calvin & Joyce Oium 

Robert & Lois Robaczewski 
Dave & MaryAnn Bolstad 

 
Building Maintenance Fund 

Mick & JoEllen Siver 
Joyce M. Anderson 
Al & Jan Jenkins 
Karen Edwards 

 

Building Debt Retirement Fund 
Alice Olson 

 
Endowment Fund 

Alton Ask 
Jack & Joanne Benning 

 
Music Fund 

Ernie & Jeannette Woods 

 
Helping Hands 
Sharon Engel 

 
Bell Choir 

Ron & Becky Anderson 
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MEMORIALS 

August, 2020 

In Loving Memory of Donna Kastberg from 
General Fund 

Richard & Peggy Wright 
Janice Knutson 

Jean Hays 
Eldie & Linda Erickson 

Robert & Lois Robaczewski 
Dave & MaryAnn Bolstad 

 
Endowment Fund 

Alton Ask 

 
Building Maintenance Fund 

Joyce M. Anderson 
Al & Jan Jenkins 
Karen Edwards 

 
In Loving Memory of Roger Thorsen from 

General Fund 
Donald & Janice Ostreng 

Paul & Cheryl Nelson 

 
Endowment Fund 

Alton Ask 

 
In Loving Memory of Tammy (Jana Fortuna’s sister) from 

Bell Choir 
Ron & Becky Anderson 
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MEMORIALS 

August, 2020 

In Loving Memory of Scott Schure from 
 

General Fund 
Ernie & Jeannette Woods 

Beverly Lisney 
Jean Hays 

Phil & Diane Dammen 
Dave & MaryAnn Bolstad 
Eldie & Linda Erickson 

 
Endowment Fund 

Alton Ask 
Jack & Joanne Benning 

Donald & Shirley Vandervort 
Adell Morton 
Sharon Engel 

 
Building Debt Retirement Fund 

Alice Olson 

 
Building Maintenance Fund 

Al & Jan Jenkins 
Karen Edwards 

Stan & Rita Bernette 
Debbie Bassett 

Wayne & Connie Slotten 

 
Sugar Creek Bible Camp 
Gerald & Marlene Kort 

Dave & Lori Stigen 
Eugene & Dorothy Arenz 

Beth Roehm 

 
 
 

Bell Choir 
Ron & Becky Anderson 

 
Youth Group 

Gary & Betty Peterson 

 
Altar Fund 

Dennis & Carol Glaman 
Virginia Bolin 

 
Music Fund 
Jan Olson 
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August, 2020 

MISSION MOMENT  

 
 
 
 
 
 
ELCA World Hunger 
Healthy Babies Milwaukee 
 
Contributions to ELCA World Hunger support community health programs that promote physical  
and mental health for people living in poverty through screenings, counseling, education, and  
medical assistance. Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger help support health initiatives to promote 
healthy babies in Milwaukee. 
 
The 110 year old Reformation Lutheran Church in Milwaukee decided to sell its 47000 square foot 
facility to relocate to a smaller space in the heart of Milwaukee. Leaders saw an opportunity to  
minister in their new neighborhood. In Milwaukee African American infants are three times more  
likely than white infants to die before their first birthday. Inspired by Milwaukee's Strong Baby  
Sanctuary program, Reformation members host fairs where parents can pickup information and  
supplies such as diapers. Parent education helps raise awareness about safe sleeping practices to 
prevent sudden infant death. Reformation also serves its neighbors through youth work programs, a 
community garden, a store for low-cost children’s clothes and house hold items. 
 
Though the congregation may have a smaller space than it once did this isn’t slowing down its  
ministry. “We can’t just do church for us”, Miller said  “The whole point is to take this faith out the 
door and make a connection with people in our communities and to share the gospel”. 
 
For more information about ELCA World Hunger and opportunities to donate: 
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/ELCA-World-Hunger 
 
Or mail a donation to: 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
ELCA Gift Processing Center  
P.O. Box 1809  
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009  
Please make checks payable to "Evangelical Lutheran Church in America" and indicate in the memo 
line ELCA World Hunger 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/ELCA-World-Hunger
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

August, 2020 

READERS SCHEDULE 

Date 
August 2, 2020 
August 9, 2020 

August 16, 2020 
August 23, 2020 
August 30, 2020 

 

Volunteer 
Karen Wall 

Barb & Jim Moorhead 
Adell Morton 
Joel Oppriecht 
Anita Jensen 

 
 

FOOD PANTRY SCHEDULE 

Date 
August 5, 2020 
August 12, 2020 
August 19, 2020 

August 25, 2020 (Tuesday) 
August 26, 2020 
August 29, 2020 

Volunteer 
Carol Glaman and Julie Erickson 

Maureen Sullivan and Bonnie Amundson 
Rita Bernette and JoEllen Siver 

Maureen Sullivan and Diane Dammen 
Audrey Zebell and Alice Olson 

Carol Glaman and Julie Erickson 
 
 

Gracious God, it is good for us to 
gather as your beloved in  

community.  We treasure your  
presence with us in word and meal, 

song and prayer.  Be with us in these 
days when gathering together as  

often as we would like is not  
possible.  When we must be apart 
for reasons of safety, we trust that 

you surround us with your  
sheltering wings.  Encourage us in 
connecting as we are able, reaching 

out to our neighbors in need and  
being persistent in prayer.  We ask 

this in the name of Jesus, our  
constant companion.  Amen. 


