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God’s Love-Our Hearts-God’s Work-Our Hands
FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR MARK...
“It is difficult to be religious, impossible to be merry, at every moment of life, and festivals are as
sunlit peaks, testifying above dark valleys, to the eternal radiance.”
---Clark A. Miles
Dear friends, I am writing this column on the shortest day of the year, December 21. Today, we are
experiencing the least hours of daylight of the year. And on top of that, it is cloudy, dreary. Yes, I
know that tomorrow will add to the daylight hours. Yes, I know that Christmas is coming and that
we will be celebrating the birth of Jesus. But today, it is dark.
I first read the quote shared above in a book that I read every year at this time. It is a novel written
by Oscar Hijuelos; “Mr. Ives’ Christmas.” The novel tells the story of Robert Ives, a man who has
experienced joy, love, loss, and hope. The book uses the many Christmases that Ives has lived
through as the timeline of the story. In his life, Ives walks in many dark valleys and experiences
losses that are so hard. And yet, his faith in God continues.
Early in the book, we read of Ives sitting in a church at Christmas time:
“The fact was that Ives, uncertain of many things, could at that time of year sit effortlessly within the
incense and candle-waxed scented confines of a church . . . thinking about the images, ever present
and timeless, that seemed to speak especially to him . . . about the Christ child, whose meaning
evoked for him a feeling for the ‘beginning of things,’ a feeling that time and all its sufferings had
fallen away.”
“Enflamed by the sacred music and soft chanting, his heart lifted out of his body and winged its way
through the heavens of the church. Supernatural presences, invisible to the world, seemed thick in
that place, as if between the image of Christ who is newly born and the image of the Christ who
would die on the cross and, resurrected, return as the light of this world, there flowed a powerful,
mystical energy.”
Dear Sisters and Brothers, in this time of darkness, please know that the light returns. The days will
be become longer. And please know that Jesus Christ, born as a baby at Christmas, is the same Jesus
who rose from death, and whose love is true light of this world!
Soli Deo Gloria
Pastor Mark
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FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT
God’s Love – Our Hearts

God’s Work – Our Hands

Trinity Church Council Actions of Note from December 14, 2021 meeting.
•

Council accepted the very generous gift of the Morse Street Property and approved McClain
Realty to sell the property.

•

The 2022 budget was finalized and referred to the congregation for approval at the annual
meeting.

•

Two significant maintenance projects were approved; the north wall insulation project as
well as gutter replacement and the installation of a snow and ice guard on the Education
building. Funding will come from designated funds, budget, and a request for gifts.

•

Planning continues for the annual meeting to be held on January 30, 2022.


The 2022 budget was finalized and referred to the congregation for approval at the
annual meeting.



The nominating committee is finding members for church council and committees, as
well as voting delegates to La Crosse Synod and other important ministries.

As you are aware, Pastor Mark Kvale is ending his call effective January 16, 2022. We are in the
process of working with the La Crosse Area Synod to call a new senior pastor. It appears that in the
short term we will be have an interim pastor. The call process calls for much prayer and reflection as
we discern our place as well as our hope for direction moving forward.
We offer prayers of thanksgiving for Pastor Mark as he completes his call at Trinity and moves on to
English Lutheran Church in La Crosse. A special thank you to Ann and her work at Trinity as well as
her support to the Sparta area and Monroe County.
Please stay safe, continue to care about, pray for, and help all our neighbors.
Les Stanley
President
Trinity Lutheran Church

Thank you to the following people for donating
for the beautiful poinsettias for the Christmas
services. Diane & Phil Dammen, Pauline & Ron
Haug, Gary & Betty Peterson, Julee & Larry
Hopkins, Alton Ask, Michelle & Andy Hyatt,
Marie Grewal, Rita Bernette,
Paul & Nancy Oswald &
Barb & Jim Moorhead.
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NEEDED WEEKLY TO MEET BUDGETED MISSION—$7576.88
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
REPORT OF THE TREASURER
11/30/2021
Average giving per week this month:

$7,098.59

November 21, 2021
General fund giving, including Simply Giving,
is $9684.88
Designated fund giving, including Simply
Giving, is $372.05

Annual Budget: $393998; needed each week to
meet budgeted expenses: $7576.88
General fund:
Balance 10/31/2021
November Giving
November Disbursements
miscellaneous entries
Balance 11/30/2021
Total Giving:
November
Total

($14,957.25)
$28,394.36
($25,206.80)
($0.61)
($11,770.30)
BUDGET
Non-budget
$28,394.36
$1,410.30
$28,394.36
$1,410.30

1st Community Credit Union:
Loan balance 10/31/2021
November principal
November interest
New loan balance 11/30/2021

$55,173.66
($1,350.68)

December 5, 2021
General fund giving, including Simply Giving,
is $11189.50
Designated fund giving, including Simply
Giving, is $504.00

$204.07
$53,822.98

Designated Funds: Balances as of 11/30/2021:
Total Withholding
Total Pass-through Amounts
Prepaid pledges
General Fund
Building Capital Fund
Memorial
Endowment
Contingency Reserve Balance
Misc Undesignated Fund (Estate)
Youth Checking
Worship & Music
Education Ministry
Fellowship & Outreach
Building General Expenses
Thrivent Choice Fund
Community Outreach
Sabbatical Fund
Total Fund balances

November 28, 2021
General fund giving, including Simply Giving,
is $3332.50
Designated fund giving, including Simply
Giving, is $581.00

$1,849.35
$1,591.82
$450.00
($11,770.30)
$6,175.00
$8,016.62
$760.00
$20,000.00
$21,953.61
$1,106.00
$3,739.08
$8,083.79
$3,625.77
$6,901.41
$3,928.85
$1,959.15
$6,295.99
$84,666.14

December 12, 2021
General fund giving, including Simply Giving,
is $6200.50
Designated fund giving, including Simply
Giving, is $673.00

Tammy Barclay, Treasurer
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MEMORIALS

In Memory of Anita Sikorsky from:
General Fund
Laurel & JoAnn Brandt
Dennis & Carol Glaman
Michigan Association of Retired School Personnel
P.J. & Nancy Sikorsky
Building Debt Fund
Glenn & Audrey Zebell
In Memory of Richard Swiggum from:
General Fund
Harlan & Sandra Perry
In Memory of Joanne Hanson from:
Endowment Fund
Alton Ask
In Memory of Adolph & Vernis Haugland from:
Building Maintenance Fund
Steve Haugland

Mike & Jane Schmitz
Dave & Marla Hill
Gary & Dianne Krukar
from:
Lutheran Social Services: Afghan Relief
Les & Althea Stanley
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YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY

4G (grades 7 – 12) are invited to join us every Sunday morning at 9:20 in the
Youth Room for FAITH5 & fellowship with friends! Come & see all that God has
planned for you as His beautiful masterpieces! Invite a friend as we gather to
dig into His Word & be together as His people loving our neighbors as He has
called us to do!

FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes), here we come!
Grades 9 – 12 are invited to join us for FCA every Friday morning at 7:20 in Mr. Engel’s room.
It’s a time to gather together to meet new friends, dig into God’s word, enjoy breakfast pizza,
& engage in conversation. Invite a friend to come, too. It’s a great way to start our morning
with God! We hope to see your smiling face there! If you have any questions, please reach
out to Nadia Laufenberg at 387-1435.

JAM (Jesus & Me/4 years – grade 5) update:
We are working on plans to try to start meeting together in January. E-mails will be sent out to
families as soon as final details are worked out. Thank you for your patience & understanding
during these challenging times.
Faith Formation January/February Schedule at Trinity:
Wednesday, 1/5: 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 1/12: 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 1/19: 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 1/26: NO FF
Wednesday, 2/2: 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 2/9: 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 2/16: 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 2/23: NO FF
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YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY

26 of our young people are gearing up for their journey to the Youth Gathering
next July! We are so excited for this opportunity for a faith-filled, life changing
trip for them! We ask for your prayers & support as we plan, prepare, fundraise,
engage in team building, & spend time in God’s Word to get us ready &
equipped. Please stay tuned to the way(s) you can help. We are so grateful to
have our Trinity family right alongside us to make this trip happen! THANK YOU
to everyone who donated for our recent Bake Sale! The amount of generosity
from all of the homemade goodness was AMAZING to see! We are beyond
grateful for your kindness shown to us! We truly appreciate all of you that
showed up to support the Bake Sale. We are so blessed by our AWESOME
Trinity family!

THANK YOU to everyone who helped in any way with our annual Trinity
Cares Giving Tree. Trinity ALWAYS shows up to help our brothers &
sisters in Christ! The amount of generosity given was nothing short of
absolutely AMAZING! The families had the biggest smiles along with the
most beautiful tears of joy on their faces! We talk, hug, & pray together.
The words I always hear are that Trinity really loves us, don’t they? I can’t
even begin to describe just how much my heart overflows. We are beyond
blessed by the kindness extended by all of you!
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YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY

It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year

SHARE highs & lows (what has been great & not so great).
READ the following Bible passage.

“For a child is born to us, a Son is given to us. The government will rest on His shoulders. And he will be called:
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6
Some claim the Christmas season is the most wonderful time of the year! Candy canes, cookies, decorations, food,
gifts, songs, & festive attitudes. But is it really the most wonderful time of the year? We want to believe that, but
for some people, it’s messy, depressing, & frustrating. It all begins after Thanksgiving with the shopping, long
lines, & crazy drivers. Then, it’s picking the right tree, the tangled lights, & once you put them up, a small section
of the tree stops working. You experience rude shoppers, weird gifts or ungrateful gift receivers. Maybe your
family gatherings are filled with negative, dysfunctional or weird family members. Maybe you have no family
gathering. Sometimes, it’s NOT the most wonderful time of the year, & we need be aware of that to extend
compassion & kindness to ALL of God’s people, who may just need a little more love shared with them.
Take a moment & rewind in time to the first Christmas recorded in the Bible & discover that some of the details
describe a “Not so wonderful time of the year!”
Mary is weeks or days away from giving birth & she must travel on the back of a donkey.
They arrive at an overcrowded city, & they have no place to stay.
Mary gives birth in a stable. No crib, just a trough for cows.
Their first visitors are a nurse, doctor, or family member…it’s a shepherd, the lowliest of occupations at that time.

This isn’t how Mary & Joseph planned their first Christmas. This didn’t seem to be the most wonderful time of the
year—but it got better. During darkness, a bright & angelic host sang & proclaimed a historic birth. In the boring,
dull time at work, the shepherds discovered joy. In the worst of birth conditions hope was born, peace arrived, joy
was exhibited, & love was manifested.
Why amid the mess & frustration do we find reason to celebrate? Because of the arrival of Jesus Christ!
2,000 years ago, the author of hope, joy, peace, & love arrived!
We may not have the ultimate family celebration or Christmas traditions, or even get loaded with gifts. THAT IS
OKAY. It’s the most wonderful time of the year not because of the stuff, but because we have access to the author
& giver of hope, peace, joy, & love! Jesus IS the greatest gift of all given to us by our God!! He is to be celebrated
each & every day!
TALK about it. Where do you find hope, joy, peace & love?

PRAY for each other, our church, community, world, & all those in need. Close with this prayer & the Lord’s
Prayer.
Heavenly Father, thank You for giving me the ultimate source of wonderful – found in Your Son, Jesus. Thank
You for giving me hope, peace, joy, & love. Help me to always remember that Your Son Jesus is the greatest gift,
& remind me to share Your love everywhere I go. Amen.
BLESS each other with a sign of the cross & these words: You are God’s precious & beloved child. Go share His
love!
GOD IS GOOD ALL THE TIME! ALL THE TIME GOD IS GOOD!
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EDUCATION MINISTRY
We are so very excited to have had our Sunday Schoolers be able to
perform a Christmas program once again! A special thanks to Kevin
Peterson, Tony & Christin Gasner, and all of the Sunday School
teachers (Dawn Jacobson, Katie Kirchoff, Kory Lueck, Nila Larson,
Shirley Weibel, Michelle Lietza, Beth Mickelson, & Jackie Gerl) for
their hard work in putting this program together! Thank you so
much for allowing your child to participate in this very special
celebration: the birth of Jesus!
Sunday School continues to welcome new and returning children to
join in each Sunday! Sunday School is for ages 3 through Grade 6,
and meets from 9:15-10:15. We have wonderful teachers who share
the good news through songs, readings and activities that reflect the
weekly Gospels and help our young Trinity members to grow in their
love for and faith in Jesus Christ. If you haven’t registered yet, just
click on this link or scan the QR code to fill out the registration form.
See you on Sunday! :)

CIRCLES

Joy Circle will meet Thursday, January 13th at 10 a.m. in the Shalom Room
Shalom Circle will meet Thursday, January 13th at 1:00 p.m. in the Shalom Room
Mary Circle will meet Monday, January 17th at 6:30 p.m. in the Shalom Room
If you would like more information about joining a Women’s Circle, please contact one of the
following women and they will gladly assist you:
Mary Circle - Barb Moorhead—487-3721
Joy Circle - Jean Hays - 269-6121
Shalom Circle - Contact the Church Office—269-5081
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What’s
Happening
at Trinity...
Please welcome
into
God’s family...
December Baptism at Trinity
December 12, 2021
Georgia Rey Swenson
Parents: Kyle & Kate Swenson
Sponsors:
Megan & James Lauritzen
Tammy & Travis Spade

Please welcome
into
God’s family...
December Baptism at Trinity
December 12, 2021
Ariella Rose Parks
Parents: Dillon Parks &
Korbyn Merk
Sponsors:
Hannah Brey &
Kolten Merk

ALTAR FLOWERS
We are bringing back flowers for the altar
starting in January, 2022. The flower chart is up
near the elevator and ready to be filled in for the
coming year. Therefore, if you have a special
occasion to honor or a loved one to acknowledge/
remember, please be sure to sign your name on a
date or two. Then, you can pay for the flowers,
which is $15.00, by stopping in the church office,
mailing your payment, or simply putting your
payment in the offering plate (please be sure to
designate on your check that it’s for altar
flowers). After the second service on Sunday, the
flowers for your week are yours to take home or
donate as you would like . Not only is this a
wonderful way to keep our altar area looking
lovely every week, it’s a bargain price for
flowering plants. So...reserve your date(s) today!

It’s that time again...our Annual Meeting is fast
approaching and is set for January 30, 2022. If you
haven’t submitted your information for the Annual
Report, please do so immediately so that Myrt has
time to format the report and get it to the
printer for printing. If you have questions,
please feel free to call the church office.
Thank you!
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What’s
Happening
at Trinity...

January council meeting
January 11, 2022—7 pm
January annual meeting
January 30, 2022
Tidings articles for the
February issue are due to Myrt
by no later than January 18, 2022.

January Worship/Sunday School Schedule
Tentative Schedule for January
Please stay tuned in our weekly updates
and Facebook for any changes to this
schedule
January 2
8:15 am in the sanctuary
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:20 am 4G
10:30 am in the sanctuary and live-streaming

November Funerals
Richard Swiggum
DOD: Sunday, November 21, 2021
Funeral: Monday, November 29, 2021
__________________________________________

January 9
8:15 am in the sanctuary
9:15 am Sunday School
9:20 am 4G
10:30 am in the sanctuary and live-streaming
January 16
8:15 am in the sanctuary
9:15 am Sunday School
9:20 am 4G
10:30 am in the sanctuary and live-streaming

If you have any prayer concerns, please contact
Pastor Mark at pastor.tlcsparta@gmail.com
or Jonelle Intihar, our prayer group coordinator,
jonelle@theintihars.com. Thank you!
_________________________________________

January 23
8:15 am in the sanctuary
9:15 am Sunday School
9:20 am 4G
10:30 am in the sanctuary and live-streaming

January 30
8:15 am in the sanctuary
9:15 am Sunday School
9:20 am 4G
10:30 am in the sanctuary and live-streaming

Do you have anything you
would like included in our weekly updates?
If you do, please email our Administrative Assistant,
Myrt, at office@tlcsparta.org. Or you can call her at
608-269-5081
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STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE
In Philippians 4:4-7 St. Paul writes: 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say,
Rejoice. 4Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Our Stephen Ministry at Trinity is at a crossroad. We have been praying that members
of Trinity would come forward to be trained as Stephen Leaders. You do not need to
have been a Stephen Minister to become a Stephen Leader.
With Pastor Mark and Ann leaving Trinity in January, Jan is the sole Stephen Leader
and cannot administer this ministry alone. If no one steps forward to participate in the
Stephen Ministries’ Bridge Leader’s Training Course, the Stephen Ministry at Trinity will
be gradually phased out as the Stephen Ministers close their present caring
relationships.
We ask that members prayerfully consider if they are being called to join in this
ministry. We have many members who are hurting and going through difficult times.
The caring relationships with Stephen Ministers make the journey easier. If you have
questions about becoming a Stephen Leader, please read the Stephen Ministry display
board in the church entrance hallway or contact Pastor Mark, Ann Kvale, or Jan
Jenkins.
God’s peace to all.

TRINITY BUILDING PROJECTS 2022
Improvements to Trinity’s Building
The Trinity Church Council passed a motion at the December meeting to proceed with two needed building
improvements proposed by the Buildings and Grounds Committee.
The insulating and sheetrocking of the north and east walls of the Narthex have been on the list of work
needed for years. These are exterior walls of the original church building that have not been insulated. This
work is estimated to cost approximately $14,000 and will be funded from existing capital improvement funds
as well as requested additional gifts from congregation members.
The second project is new gutter and downspout on the west side of the Education Building. The existing
gutter has been damaged several times from ice and snow sliding off the roof and tearing the gutter.
Included in this project is a snow retention system on the roof that keeps ice and snow from sliding off until it
is melted. This project is quoted to cost $3,650 and will be funded from exiting capital improvement funds as
well as requested additional gifts from congregation members.
Gifts towards these projects is appreciated and we look forward to this work being completed this winter.
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MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND
Legacy Giving through the Mission Endowment Fund
Each one of us has an opportunity to create an enduring legacy of our commitment to Trinity and its
mission through not only our current gifts and pledges, but also through legacy gifts to the Trinity
Mission Endowment fund. Gifts could include donations such as: cash, bequest from estate, stock,
mutual funds, IRAs, life insurance, real estate, memorial endowment, or a donor advised fund.
In November, Cynthia Halverson, Regional Gift Planner, ELCA Endowment Fund provided an
introduction to planned giving during an evening webinar hosted by the Trinity Mission Endowment
Fund. Members interested in watching a recording of the webinar on the Trinity You Tube channel:
https://youtu.be/kp50rKcVDXM. DVD's of the presentation are available in the church office.
Ms. Halverson is available to discuss planned giving with individual member families.
Cynthia.Halverson@elca.org Office: (773) 380-2572.
A charitable bequest is one of the easiest ways to have a lasting impact on the ministry of Trinity
Lutheran. When you make or revise your will or estate plan, or review your life insurance or
retirement fund beneficiaries, please consider naming Trinity Lutheran Church/Endowment as one
of your beneficiaries. The use of the following sample bequest language will ensure that your gift is
directed appropriately:
I hereby leave (percentage of estate/dollar amount/residue of my estate/percentage of residue) of
my estate/trust to Trinity Lutheran Church/Endowment, (612 N Water St, Sparta, WI 54656) to be
used in such a manner as outlined in the Trinity Lutheran Church Endowment Fund policies (or
designated for a specific purpose.)
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MISSION MOMENT UPDATE
Mission Moment:
Did you know?
Afghans- How can we help to welcome you?
Our church is located near the Fort McCoy Military Base. In August Afghan refugees started to arrive
at Fort McCoy on their way to being resettled in the United States. Soon there were 12,000 Afghan
refugees living at Fort McCoy. How does one help people when they have been torn away from their
life in Afghanistan? How do they start to put their life back together? How can we, as members of
Trinity help them, our neighbors in need. Trinity formed an Afghan Refugees Committee. This group
looked into the different resources and ways to find out what the needs of the refugees currently are.
Each week we would learn more about what was needed and how we could help with that need. An
Afghan Refugee Update was included in the weekly update that is sent out to the congregation. Since
the first week, congregation members could drop off needed donated items at the church and the
committee would get them to the local charity that had access to take them to Fort McCoy. Team
Rubicon, a volunteer group of veterans, has been at the armory 7 days a week collecting needed items
and taking them to Fort McCoy. They have left. Now the nonprofit Save Our Allies is there collecting
needed items.
Our congregation, as other congregations, has supported the Afghan refugees by donating needed
items and with financial donations. When shoes were needed, we did a Sunday Shoe Drive asking
members to bring shoes. Alice with the Trinity's quilters donated 75 of their Lutheran World Relief
quilts to the Afghan refugees. Another 50 quilts came from Mary’s sister’s church. Carol and her
group who knit prayer shawls, knit many baby sweaters when they heard there were 35 women
pregnant. This spread to other community members knitting too. Michael, another member, got our
Sparta Kiwanis Club to raise funds for children’s toys and winter clothing for Afghan children. This
became a statewide Kiwanis effort. Bill & Mary have had people from out of town bring items to
their house, not knowing where in Sparta to take them. They got the delivered items to the right
people to get them to Fort McCoy. As the weather changes, the needs of the Afghan refugees changed
too. Needing warmer clothes became a necessity. Barb’s aunt in St. Paul knit 50 hats that Barb
delivered to the Sparta Armory to be taken to the Fort McCoy. We all help, in whatever way we can.
We will need to show our support in the future as the Afghan people start to leave Fort McCoy and go
through the process of resettling and building a new future for themselves. Some families have
already left Fort McCoy and more will be leaving in the next few months. The need now will be
financial support to assist in the resettlement process. Trinity has already received many generous
donations from members, which have been sent to Lutheran Social Services and Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service. These agencies are the best options for supporting sponsorship in the
Afghans resettlement. We are thankful for the opportunity to help the Afghan refugees being housed
near our community and will continue to support them.
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STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE
Members in Christ,
Your participation in the life of Trinity Lutheran Church is very important and special. Trinity is
blessed by your sharing of time, talents and treasures. By joining with other members and friends,
our congregation shares the Gospel here at home, in the greater community, and across the globe.
No matter the amount of your financial blessings given, each member’s gifts are important as we
witness “God’s Love” through our willingness to share what we have been given.
Consecration Sunday was held earlier this year. Trinity members were invited to return their Intent
Cards to present what they intend to give in 2022. Options for returning intent cards remain: 1) Mail
it to the church office at 612 N. Water St. Sparta, WI 54656; 2) Drop it in the secure drop box near
the front door, or 3) Take a picture of it and email to office@TLCSparta.org.
As of December 20th, only about 120 of the 400 intent cards have been returned. Our
Stewardship Committee’s goal was to receive at least 175 intent cards.
An intent card reminder letter has been mailed to Trinity members who have not returned their
intent card. The request was to return an intent card by the end of this year. No dollar
amount was required. Just a comment that one will donate is very meaningful. As a
final reminder, in January the stewardship committee and Trinity Council members will call and
give a gentle reminder to submit an intent card.
Please pray about this invitation. Consider the blessings God has given you. Think about how
Trinity’s ministry can be strengthened by your financial donation. Then respond to this invitation as
the Lord leads you. Be assured that your offering - whatever amount you give – will be a blessing.

Thank you for being part of this vital ministry. Thank you for your consideration as we fulfil our
mission: “God’s Love – Our Hearts, God’s Work – Our Hands”.
Stewardship Committee
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STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE
New Electronic Way to Give to God
Vanco Mobile replaces GivePlus—Vanco Mobile is the
new free smartphone eGiving application from Vanco.
For more information checkout:
https://tlcsparta.wixsite.com/trinity/donatenow
Everything we have is a gift from God. We are called to
be wise stewards of those gifts. One simple way to carry
out our call is to support the church’s mission through
sacrificial giving. Our new eGiving options make it easy.
eGiving allows you to set up automatic recurring
contributions and view your complete online giving
history at your convenience.

We Are An Offering
We lift our voices. We lift our hands. We lift our
lives up to You. We are an offering.
Lord use our voices. Lord use our hands.
Lord use our lives they are Yours.
We are an offering.
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AFGHAN DONATIONS UPDATE
The Afghan guests at Fort McCoy are still in need of essential items. SOA, Save Our Allies, is the
current organization that is accepting the much-needed items and delivering them to Fort McCoy.
They are headquartered at the Sparta Armory. You may continue to drop off donations at Trinity or
deliver them directly to the Sparta Armory.
Another way to donate is by going to the Amazon website https://a.co/i0uDwHO and purchasing
items from the “Highest Priority” wish list. Purchases will be delivered directly to Fort McCoy.
Currently many of the immediate needs are baby items.
Items such as pack-n-plays and 2-in-1 cars seats will go with them to their resettlement location.
Some of the other current needs are:

Consumables: lotion, tweezers, nail clippers, razors, shaving gel, laundry pods, chapstick, hair
ties, baby shampoo + wash, baby powder + oil, dual body/hair wash, vaseline, sippy cups, baby
bottles, baby bottle cleaning brushes, extra baby bottle nipples, strollers, pack n plays (used as
portable cribs for the babies-go with the guest when they're resettled, pack n play sleeping pads/
sheets, 2-in-1 car seats for the guests as they head for resettlement, sunglasses, phone charging cords
and wall ports, new breast pumps, first aid kits, hot water kettles
Clothing: children's normal/winter clothing (age 5-13), toddler normal/winter clothing (size 2T6T), all men's clothing size large and under (especially pants size 32 and under), all winter items
(mostly boots, gloves, hats, scarves, snow pants), traditional clothing (called "salwar kameez"),
winter weight socks (not normal warm-weather socks, there's a ton of those), head scarfs, prayer
mats, padded bras (not sports bras-they don't wear them), mens/wmns/kids shoes, thermal clothing
Monetary donations are also needed as our Afghan guests resettle in a new location. Lutheran Social
Services is very involved in finding and supporting their transition to our country. Donations may be
given through Trinity or directly to LSS.
www.lsswis.org/service/refugee-resstlement/refugee-resettlement Lutheran Social Services
We praise God for your generosity and continued support of our Afghan Allies.
“God’s Love – Our Hearts – God’s Work – Our Hands”
_______________________________________________________________
Hello, my name is Melissa Henricks and I am part of the nonprofit Save Our Allies led by military
veterans such as Chad Robichaux, Tim Kennedy, Nick Palmiscano and others.
Our group saved approximately 14,000 US citizens, orphans, members of different religious
groups, SIV's (Afghan citizens who assisted the US military during our time there), etc. and are now
assisting the refugees on site at Fort McCoy by bringing volunteers to help with the transition by
providing education, childcare and distributions of goods. I am hoping to work with groups such as
yours to find locals who would be willing to donate their time volunteering and / or sponsor meals for
our volunteers. I would love to talk to someone within your organization as soon as possible about
how you can help as we are looking for volunteers to start as early as January.
If you wouldn't mind giving me a call at your earliest convenience, I would be happy to discuss this
further with you, I can be reached on my cell at 805-801-9082. Feel free to check out our website
and social media to familiarize yourself with our story and our work as well:
www.saveourallies.org
Facebook: @saveourallies
Instagram: @saveourallies
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January Birthdays

“The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,
and give you peace.”
Numbers 6:24-26

01/01

Dylan Baum, Jorgan Lee-Juve, Ella
Muellenberg, John Tempski

01/16

Sherry McClain

01/02

Becky Amundson, Paul Oswald

01/17

Patricia Hogan, Brenda Lydon, Adell
Morton, Nancy Oswald, Kris Van Kirk,
Emily Wang-Bolstad

01/03

Ken Barclay, Janelle Luther

01/20

Cory Anderson, Erin Ferries, Rylee Perry,
Charles Tempski

01/04

Gretchen Grewal, Todd Warthan

01/21

Kellie Hagen, Gabby Hyatt,
Owen Oppriecht, Kevin Peterson

01/05

Shirley Hagen

01/22

Andy Anderson, Jerry Ender, Wendy
Schroeder, Cynthia Simpkinson, Curtis
Williamson

01/06

LaVern Breitenfield, Samtha Fritsch, Ralph
Osborne

01/23

Edwin Knoll

01/07

Jeanne Button, Everett Laufenberg

01/24

Hayley Hernandez, Thomas Laufenberg,
Mary Severson

01/08

Edie Habhegger, Diane Huber, Sarah Morrow,
Joyce Oium

01/25

Lauren Fahning, Clark Wanlass

01/09

Sandy Hodgkins

01/26

Nadia Laufenberg, Shawn Paczkowski,
Paul Robaczewski, Evelyn Rust, Gavin
Weibel

01/10

Beverly Lisney, Shirley Vandervort

01/27

Kathy Jones

01/11

Vance Bickford, Dave Stigen

01/28

Leona Drew, Jeremiah Erickson, Jennifer
Muellenberg, Whitney Page

01/12

Wendy Grissell-Sporie, Missy Herold

01/29

Dawson Riley

01/13

Walker Green, Julie Maphis

01/30

Lois Robaczewski, Bill Sporie

01/14

Heather Brandau, Jane Jones

01/31

Marie Grewal, Marley Preston, Matt
Schroeder

01/15

Miranda Conley, David Fabry, Martha
Gnewikow, Brailey Preston
January Anniversaries
01/15 Greg & Holly Larson
01/16

Calvin & Joyce Oium

01/30

Keith & Bev Schultz

“And now faith, hope, and love
abide, these three; and the
greatest of these is love.”
1 Corinthians 13:13

If you don’t see your name on the birthday/anniversary list, it means that your information is not inputted in
our church software system. Please contact Myrt in the church office to add this information if your name is
not listed and your birthday and/or anniversary is in the month of January. Thank you!
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January, 2022

FOOD PANTRY

ACCOMPANISTS/SONG LEADERS

Date
Date
Volunteers
January 2
January 5
Dennis & Carol Glaman
January 9
January 12
Les Stanley & Jan Jenkins
January
16
January 19
Maureen Sullivan & Julie Erickson
January 25 (Tues) Diane Dammen & Jolene Breitenfield January 23
January 30
January 26
Audrey Zebell & Alice Olson

Accompanist
Adell Morton
Ann Kvale
Adell Morton
Worship Team
Wyatt Tripp

Song Leaders
Ann Kvale
Mick Siver
Ann Kvale
Worship Team
Trevor Tripp

MONEY COUNTERS
Volunteers

Date
January 3

Carol Thorsen—Adell Morton—Brenda Degenhardt

January 10

JoEllen Siver—Alice Olson—Gary Peterson

January 18 (Tuesday)

Carol Glaman—Gary Peterson

January 24

Rita Bernette—Donna Boland—Alton Ask

January 31

Linda Winterton—Dave Olson—Diane Dammen

Eternal God, You gave us
the greatest gift:
the gift of life.
In the coming year,
help us use it wisely.
May we grow in generosity,
kindness and forgiveness,
hope, faith and love.
Amen.
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