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 Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

May 10, 2020; Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:00 a.m. Worship – Live streaming on Facebook 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

 

Order of Worship 

 

Prelude 

Welcome 

 

Blessing and Prayer for Mothers’ Day 

 

To the Moms Who Are 

To the Moms who are struggling, to those filled with incandescent joy. 

To the Moms who are remembering children who have died, and pregnancies that 

miscarried. 

To the Moms who decided other parents were the best choice for their babies, to the 

Moms who adopted those kids and loved them fierce. 

To those experiencing frustration or desperation in infertility. 

To those who knew they never wanted kids, and the ways they have contributed to our  
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shared world. 

To those who mothered colleagues, mentees, neighborhood kids, and anyone who 

needed it. 

To those remembering Moms no longer with us. 

To those moving forward from Moms who did not show love, or hurt those they should 

have cared for. 

Today is a day to honor the unyielding love and care for others we call 'Motherhood,' 

wherever we have found it and in whatever ways we have found to cultivate it within 

ourselves. 

- Hannah Kardon, Pastor at Elston Avenue United Methodist Church 

 

Let us pray. . . Triune God, whose will it is that humans live in community, bless family 

life everywhere and fill all homes with respect, joy, laughter, and prayer. Strengthen the 

commitment of husbands and wives to one another, that they may mirror your covenant 

faithfulness; pour out your Spirit on parents, today, O Lord, especially mothers, that 

through them their children may taste your unconditional love; and empower all family 

members to live in your grace and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

 

Holy Lord, within your church, your followers have often allowed their  

disagreements to get in the way of being faithful to your word. Remove any barriers our 

communities face that prevent us from sharing your word and building up your church. 

Amen.  

 

Reading: 1Corinthians 1.10-18 

 
10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all 

of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united 

in the same mind and the same purpose. 11 For it has been reported to me by Chloe's 

people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12 What I mean is that 

each of you says, "I belong to Paul," or "I belong to Apollos," or "I belong to Cephas," or 

"I belong to Christ." 13 Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were 

you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except 

Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (I did 

baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized 

anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not 

with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 18 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God. 

 

Gospel: Mark 9.33-37 

 
33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, "What 

were you arguing about on the way?" 34But they were silent, for on the way they had 

argued with one another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said 

to them, "Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all." 36Then he took 

a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37Whoever 

welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 

welcomes not me but the one who sent me. 

 

Sermon 
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Prayers 

 

Still worshiping from our homes, but with our hearts bonded into one, let us pray for all 

who are in need;  

 

A brief silence. 

 

Build us up, mothering God, that like living stones we embody the strength that only you 

can give. Nurse all the baptized with the milk of your word. As you provided the early 

church with the apostle Matthias, fill now the churches’ needs for leaders to serve your 

holy people. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

O God, incline your ear to us: Make haste to deliver us. 

 

Form us to be humble participants in your complex creation. We praise your power in 

evolving a magnificent earth, from flowering trees to tropical rainstorms, from black 

holes to beloved pets. Lead us to respect your wondrous earth with both all that creates 

and all that destroys. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

O God, incline your ear to us: Make haste to deliver us. 

 

Assist the leaders of nations to find and follow your ways of justice. Guide their way 

through the challenges of pandemic and poverty. Protect governors and legislators from 

sickness and burn-out. Despite our own considerable needs, keep us mindful of the needs 

of others, especially refugees and prisoners. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

O God, incline your ear to us: Make haste to deliver us. 

 



 
 
 

Page 7 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

Accompany those who are sick, sorrowful, or confused. Comfort them in suffering, ease 

their distress, and carry their burdens. We beg you to protect us from the coronavirus, and 

we pray for those we name in our hearts before you. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

O God, incline your ear to us: make haste to deliver us. 

Sustain those who mother infants and children. Uphold the parents and grandparents who 

now must school their children. Provide enough food and resources for families. Grant 

safe pregnancy and delivery to expectant parents, and minister to those who endure 

infertility and miscarriage. Bless the countless relatives, medical workers, and hospice 

volunteers who give to others mothering care. Embrace all for whom today’s cultural 

celebration of mothers is difficult. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

O God, incline your ear to us: Make haste to deliver us. 

 

O God, the source of all goodness and love, pour out Your Holy Spirit upon our Stephen 

Ministry.  Bless and guide the service of our Stephen Leaders and Stephen Ministers.  

May those receiving care witness Your presence and be drawn closer to You. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

O God, incline your ear to us:  Make haste to deliver us. 

 

Always, loving God, we are bold to add our own petitions: 

 

A longer period of silence. 

 

O God, incline your ear to us: Make haste to deliver us. 

 

We remember before you for all who have died in the faith, those like Stephen martyred 

for the faith, those struck down by the coronavirus, and those whom we name now in our 

hearts. 



 
 
 

Page 8 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

A brief silence. 

 

At the end, bring us all to you, who are our way, our truth, and our life. 

 

O God, incline your ear to us: Make haste to deliver us. 

 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into 

your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Offering (special music during offering; Payton Eilers) 

Thank you to all who have continued to support our mission at Trinity. Our good work 

has carried on. While we have not had the opportunity to contribute through the passing 

of the plate, the following options are available to us:  

Simply Giving - Automated giving with Simply Giving via a transfer from your savings 

or checking account to Trinity’s bank account. To start, please complete the Simply 

Giving form located on our website https://tlcsparta.wixsite.com/trinity/copy-of-give. 

Please sign the form, take a picture of the form, and also take a picture of a voided check 

and email both pictures to office@tlcsparta.org. In addition, you can mail your Simply 

Giving form to Trinity (address below) or to Myrt, Trinity’s administrative assistant, at 

Mary Holte, 302 Ulland Ave., Westby, WI 54667.  

Check - Mail your check to the Trinity Lutheran Church, 612 N. Water St., Sparta, WI 

54656 GivePlus - Online giving is available through GivePlus. The link is available 

through our website. https://tlcsparta.wixsite.com/trinity/give  

GivePlus Mobile - Download the GivePlus mobile app from the App store (Apple) or 

Google Play (Android) https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/images/ 

GivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf  

Text by GivePlus - Send a text with your donation amount to 844-554-1086. Within a 

few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your 

cardholder name and debit or card information. Once your registration is complete, you 

will receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via e-mail.  
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Bear in mind, any of these electronic/Internet automatic methods can be changed at any 

time and you can go back to giving in person when you choose to do so.  

Offering Prayer 

 

Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of them 

an abundance, just as you do with our lives. We give back to you all that you have given 

us, for service in your name, in the strength of the risen Christ.  Amen. 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with 

hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy 

Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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