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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost, Lectionary 19 

August 8, 2021 – 9:00 a.m. 

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta) 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

 
Order of Worship 

 
Prelude 
Welcome 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 
Water! Water! We praise you, O God, for water— 
The La Crosse, Mississippi, Lemonweir, and Black Rivers, 
the rain that nourishes animals and plants, 
the water for drinking and bathing. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
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We praise you, O God, for our water stories— 
a flood that cleansed the earth, 
the sea that drowned the enemy, 
a river that healed leprosy. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
  
We remember the waters of Jesus— 
baptized in the Jordan River, 
calming the Sea of Galilee, 
drinking from Jacob’s Well, 
healing at the pool of Bethesda, 
washing the disciples’ feet. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
We praise you, O God, for water. 
  
We praise you, O God, for this font, 
for through this water 
you have birthed us into the family of Christ, 
bathed us in forgiveness, 
and enlivened us in the Spirit. 
We praise you, O God, for baptism. 
We praise you, O God, for baptism. 
  
O God, you are the Ocean, sustaining this earth. 
O God, you are the River, saving us from death. 
O God, you are the Fountain, granting us health and well-being. 
We praise you, O God, 
today, tomorrow, forever. 
Amen, and amen. 
Amen, and amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 
 
Gracious God, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the 
true bread that gives life to the world. Give us this bread always, that 
he may live in us and we in him, and that, strengthened by this food, 
we may live as his body in the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 
Psalm 34.1-9i 

 
Let me bless the Lord at all times, always his praise is in my mouth. 
In the Lord do I glory. Let the lowly hear and rejoice. 
Extol the Lord with me, let us exalt His name one and all. 
I sought the Lord and He answered me, and from all that I dreaded He saved me. 
They looked to Him and they beamed, and their faces were no longer dark. 
When the lowly calls, God listens and from all his straits rescues him. 
The Lord’s messenger encamps round those who fear Him and sets them free. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good, happy is the man who shelters in Him. 
 
Gospel: John 6.35, 41-51 
 
35Jesus said to [the crowd,] “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 
never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 41Then the 
Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that came 
down from heaven.” 42They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, 
whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from 
heaven’?” 43Jesus answered them, “Do not complain among yourselves. 44No one 
can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that 
person up on the last day. 45It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be 
taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to 
me. 46Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he 
has seen the Father. 47Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48I 
am the bread of life. 49Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they 
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died. 50This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it 
and not die. 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of 
this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is 
my flesh.” 
 

Sermon 
 
Prayers for Healing 
 
Those of you who sense the need for God’s healing in any aspect of your life, are 
invited to come forward to receive prayer and anointing.  
Those of us who are worshiping on-line are invited to receive this prayer, and to 
make the sign of the cross on your forehead using olive oil. 
 
Prayers 
 
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church,  
the world, and all of creation. 
 
For the church of Christ in all its diverse forms. For mission developers, new 
mission starts, and all communities of faith exploring new models of ministry for 
the sake of the gospel. For congregations facing difficult decisions about their 
future.  God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For the health and well-being of creation. For shade trees that provide refuge 
from the hot summer sun. For lakes, rivers, and oceans contaminated by 
pollution and all who lack clean water. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For those called to positions of authority in our legal system, we pray. For judges, 
lawyers, law clerks, and court employees who ensure the fair administration of 
justice. For corrections officers and prison chaplains, that they would deal 
mercifully with those who are incarcerated.  
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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For all who cry out to you in their affliction. For exiles, refugees, and others who 
face long and difficult journeys, uncertain about the future. For all who mourn 
the death of a loved one. For all who are sick.  
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For this assembly gathered around your table, we pray. For those among us who 
bake bread and prepare the vessels for our communion celebration. For those 
who bring the food from this table to those who are homebound or hospitalized. 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For those who have been raised to eternal life, we give thanks. With all the saints 
we praise you for the bread of life that keeps us in your love forever.  
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your 
saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
 
A reading for Offering: Jeremiah 22.13 
 
Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness, and his upper rooms by 
injustice, who makes his neighbors work for nothing, and does not give them 
their wages . . . 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the 
feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this 
meal.  Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Communion 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever 
ask.  As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world 
with your own life. In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
Sending of Communion 
 
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your 
word and sacrament with those who are homebound.  In your love and care, 
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 
comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

Blessing 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 
be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
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i Robert Alter. The Hebrew Bible: Volume 3, The Writings (KETUVIM): A Translations with Commentary.  
New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2019. Pages 93-94 

                                                 


