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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

Fifth Sunday After Epiphany 

February 5, 2023 – 9:00 am 

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta) 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

 
Order of Worship 

 
Prelude 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
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Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 
We are forgiven in the name of Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
*Opening Hymn:  Gather Us In       #532 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call 
upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give 
us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Alleluia Choir 
 
Children’s Time 
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Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 
1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the 
mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3And I came to you in 
weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4My speech and my proclamation 
were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power, 5so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the 
power of God. 
 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this 
age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God’s 
wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our 
glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
  nor the human heart conceived, 
 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God. 11For what human being knows what is truly 
human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what 
is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of 
the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts 
bestowed on us by God. [13And we speak of these things in words not taught by 
human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who 
are spiritual. 
 14Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are 
foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are 
spiritually discerned. 15Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are 
themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 
 16“For who has known the mind of the Lord 
  so as to instruct him?” 
But we have the mind of Christ.] 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 112:1-9 [10] 
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 1Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD 
  and have great delight in God’s commandments! 
 2Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
  the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
 3Wealth and riches will be in their house, 
  and their righteousness will last forever. 
 4Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 
  the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.  
 5It is good for them to be generous in lending 
  and to manage their affairs with justice. 
 6For they will never be shaken; 
  the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 
 7They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 
  their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 
 8Their heart is established and will not shrink, 
  until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
 9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; 
   they will hold up their head with honor. 
  10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth 
and pine away; 
  the desires of the wicked will perish.  
 
*Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20 
Please stand for the reading of the Gospel and join with me in the Gospel 
Acclamation 
 
*Gospel Acclamation (spoken in unison) 
Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal Life.  Alleluia. 
 
This is the Holy Gospel according to Matthew the fifth Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can 
its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and 
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trampled under foot. 
 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one 
after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it 
gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have 
come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass 
away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
*Hymn:  When Peace Like a River      #785 
 
*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
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 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.   
 
*Prayers of Intercession 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations and action. Give 
the church everywhere courage to repent for the ways we have tolerated and 
practiced injustice. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Instruct the powerful in your ways. Provide upright leadership in business and 
industry, that workers are not oppressed. Throughout the world, inspire voters 
and raise up politicians to heed your call for nations to practice righteousness. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst. Grant peace to endless quarrels, put 
an end to hunger, and break every yoke of oppression. Shelter all who flee abuse 
in their homes or violence in their communities. Satisfy those afflicted in any 
way. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Shape our congregation to be salt for the earth. Give us delight in your 
commandments, that we are generous with those in need. Make us steadfast in 
our trust in you, ready with tangible mercy and compassion for our neighbors. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 
revealed in Christ crucified.  Amen. 
 
*Sharing of the Peace 
 
Offering – “…the righteous gives and does not hold back.”  (Proverbs 21:26) 
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Thank you for your continued support of Trinity’s ongoing mission to 
serve the people of God in our community and the world.  You may 
place your offering in the plate as it passes, you may also mail it in, 
leave it in the lockbox outside the main door, or use one of the 
electronic means available.  Scan the QR code to donate now to 
Trinity’s General Fund.  Thank you! 

 
*Offertory:  We Are an Offering       #692 
 
*Offering Prayer 
Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom.  You we magnify and adore, 
through Jesus our Savior, Amen. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 
*Great Thanksgiving (spoken)      Page 152 
*Preface 
*Holy, holy, holy Lord (spoken)     Page 153 
*Words of Institution 
 
*Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Communion (Distribution Hymns:  I Come with Joy – Page 482; Just As I Am, 
without One Plea – Page 592; Let Us Break Bread Together – Page 471) 
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*Prayer after Communion 
Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this 
table.  Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with 
you.  Amen. 
 
*Blessing of communion for those not present 
 
*Blessing 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod 
bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always.  Amen. 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
*Sending Hymn:  The Lord Now Sends Us Forth    #538 
 
*Dismissal 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Attendance for Sunday, January 29, 2023 – 114 

 

Bulletin numbers for January 22 are: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $7692.52 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $204.50 
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February 5, 2023 

 
Greeter:   Alice Olson         Reader:  Kristine Tock 
Ushers:  Alice Olson, Paul Amundson, Chuck Amundson, Mark Baltz, & Dan Amundson 
Communion servers:  Brenda Degenhardt & Siri Donskey 
Music:  Adell Morton 
Altar Team – Month of February:  Pauline Haug & Sharon Nelson 
Coffee Fellowship:  Larry & Nila Larson 
Pew Restocking – Month of February:  Julee Hopkins 
Flower Pick Up – Friday, February 10:  Alton Ask 
Money Counters-February 6:  Audrey Zebell-Kelly Funk-Gary Peterson 
Food Pantry, February 8:  Julie Erickson & Karen Hernandez 
 

  February 12, 2023 
 
Greeter:   Jim & Barb Moorhead        Reader: Holly Larson 
Ushers:  Alice Olson, Paul Amundson, Chuck Amundson, Mark Baltz, & Dan Amundson 
Music:  Virginia Bolin 
Altar Team – Month of February:  Pauline Haug & Sharon Nelson 
Coffee Fellowship:  Boland Family 
Pew Restocking – Month of February:  Julee Hopkins 
Flower Pick Up – Friday, February 17:  Alton Ask 
Money Counters-February 13:  Carol Glaman-Gary Peterson-Alice Olson 
Food Pantry, February 15:  Dennis & Carol Glaman 
 

  February 19, 2023 
 
Greeter:   Dave Stigen   Reader: Dave Stigen 
Ushers:  Alice Olson, Paul Amundson, Chuck Amundson, Mark Baltz, & Dan Amundson 
Music:  Tony Gasner 
Altar Team – Month of February:  Pauline Haug & Sharon Nelson 
Coffee Fellowship:  Opportunity to serve 
Pew Restocking – Month of February:  Julee Hopkins 
Flower Pick Up – Friday, February 24:  Alton Ask 
Money Counters-Tuesday, February 21:  Rita Bernette-Donna Boland-Alton Ask 
Food Pantry, February 22:  Alice Olson & Audrey Zebell 
 


