
 
 
 

Page 1 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

 Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 
612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

May 17, 2020; 6th Sunday of Easter 

9:00 a.m. Worship – Live streaming on Facebook 

Our worship service will also be recorded  

and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 
 

 

Order of Worship 

 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed, alleluia!  

Alleluia, Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed, alleluia!  

Alleluia, Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed, alleluia!  

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

 

We are gathered in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 
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In the beginning the Spirit of God moved over the waters and with words of life the 

Creator’s world was made. When Eve and Adam were created, you provided them with 

flowing waters that nourished the land. 

We thank you, O God, that through water and your Spirit, you call us your beloved 

and fill us with grace and love. 

 

When Hagar and her son cried out to you for mercy, you provided a well of water. When 

Miriam sought protection for her brother Moses, she placed him in your river. 

We thank you, O God, that through water and your Spirit, you call us your beloved 

and fill us with grace and love. 

 

When the women, children and men of your people Israel gathered at the edge of the Red 

Sea, you parted the waters and led them to freedom. When the servant girl’s master 

Naaman needed healing you cleansed him in the river Jordan. 

We thank you, O God, that through water and your Spirit, you call us your beloved 

and fill us with grace and love. 

 

When Mary greeted Elizabeth, Jesus and John leapt in the waters of their mother’s 

wombs. When Jesus came to the river, his cousin John baptized him and your words 

resounded, ‘this is my son, my beloved; with him I am well pleased.’ 

We thank you, O God, that through water and your Spirit, you call us your beloved 

and fill us with grace and love. 

 

At Jacob’s well the woman heard your promise of living water and joyfully witnessed to 

her whole village. At Philippi, your servant, Lydia led prayer by the river and was 

baptized with her whole household by Paul. 

We thank you, O God, that through water and your Spirit, you call us your beloved 

and fill us with grace and love. 

 
You gave John a vison of the waters we long for—where tears and death and pain are no 

more, the streams make glad the city of God and the waters grow trees with leaves for the 

healing of the nations. We thank you, O God, for the gift of baptism whose waters 

nourish, protect, free, heal, nurture, save us.   

We thank you for baptism that joins us together in Christ by the Spirit’s power. 

Amen. 



 
 
 

Page 3 

*  Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

Loving Lord, you have showered your world with faith, hope, and love. Help us to be 

faithful to you, to offer hope to those in need, and to love all your children. Amen.  

 

Reading: 1Corinthians 13 
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If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love,  

I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  

 

And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 

have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  

 

If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body  

so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.  

 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.  

It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;  

it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.  

 

It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  

 

Love never ends.  

 

But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for 

knowledge, it will come to an end.  

 

For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part;  

but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end.  

 

When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child,  

I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways.  

 

For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face.  
Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.  

 

And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 

 

Gospel: Mark 12.28-31 

 
28One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing 

that he answered them well, he asked him, "Which commandment is the first of  
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all?" 29Jesus answered, "The first is, 'Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is 

one; 30you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your mind, and with all your strength.' 31The second is this, 'You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these." 

 

Sermon 
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Prayers 

 

As we welcome our God into the sanctuaries of our homes, let us pray for all the needs of 

the world 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Abiding God; come into all the homes around the globe from which your people offer 

their prayer. Bless Christian leaders as they guide the church through this pandemic. 

Show our pastors and our church councils the way forward. Grant your grace also to the 

devout in other religions of the world, and show your kindness to all who search for you, 

whether within or outside the church. A brief silence. 

 

For this we pray: O God, hear us!  

 

Creating God; revitalize the health of oceans, rivers, lakes, springs, glaciers, and other 

bodies of water that give life to your creatures. Especially we pray for our local bodies of 

water. Form us unto a baptized body that protects the waters on which we rely. A brief 

silence. 

 

For this we pray: O God, hear us!  

 

Righteous God; instill in all the leaders of nations a desire for justice and the will to serve 

the oppressed. We pray especially for those nations in which dictatorship threatens the 

population. Guide our nation’s governors in their difficult pathway between the threat of 

disease and the dangers of scarcity and isolation. Bring our legislators into agreement 

about how to assist those in need. Give us patience in facing our current predicament. A 

brief silence. 

 

For this we pray: O God, hear us!  

 

Compassionate God; visit all who are in great need, those who suffer from the 

coronavirus, those living in loneliness and fear, those without jobs, and those who mourn 

their dead. Uphold those whose futures have been taken away from them. We pray for  
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health care workers and for the residents in care homes, prisons, and refugee camps. For 

the countless persons who carry heavy burdens on their back, we pray, and we call out to 

you these names: A brief silence. 

 

For this we pray: O God, hear us!  

 

Caring God; we pray today for our Stephen Ministry care receivers.  We ask You to calm 

the storms and bring peace into their lives.   A brief silence. 

 

For this we pray:  O God, hear us! 

 

Benevolent God; give the world a vaccine. A brief silence. 

 

For this we pray: O God, hear us!  

 

Fatherly and motherly God; embrace all orphans. Support the agencies that attend to the 

world’s orphans. Shield orphaned children from traffickers. Give to all nations wisdom 

concerning the refugees who are children.  Watch over all children whose usual care-

givers are absent. Form us into your children who love all your whom you have made. A 

brief silence. 

 

For this we pray: O God, hear us!  

 

Loving God; once again each of us offers our personal praises and petitions. 

A brief silence. 

 

For this we pray: O God, hear us!  

 

Eternal God; your kingdom is here now, and it has no end. We remember the saints who 

have gone before us, those who have died of Covid-19, and those who remember in our 

hearts. Unite us forever in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  A brief silence. 

 

For this we pray: O God, hear us!  
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With bold confidence in your love, merciful God, we place all for whom we pray into 

your eternal care, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Offering 

Thank you to all who have continued to support our mission at Trinity. Our good work 

has carried on. While we have not had the opportunity to contribute through the passing 

of the plate, the following options are available to us:  

Simply Giving - Automated giving with Simply Giving via a transfer from your savings 

or checking account to Trinity’s bank account. To start, please complete the Simply 

Giving form located on our website https://tlcsparta.wixsite.com/trinity/copy-of-give. 

Please sign the form, take a picture of the form, and also take a picture of a voided check 

and email both pictures to office@tlcsparta.org. In addition, you can mail your Simply 

Giving form to Trinity (address below) or to Myrt, Trinity’s administrative assistant, at 

Mary Holte, 302 Ulland Ave., Westby, WI 54667.  

Check - Mail your check to the Trinity Lutheran Church, 612 N. Water St., Sparta, WI 

54656 GivePlus - Online giving is available through GivePlus. The link is available 

through our website. https://tlcsparta.wixsite.com/trinity/give  

GivePlus Mobile - Download the GivePlus mobile app from the App store (Apple) or 

Google Play (Android) https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/images/ 

GivePlus_Mobile_How_it_work.pdf  

Text by GivePlus - Send a text with your donation amount to 844-554-1086. Within a 

few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and enter your 

cardholder name and debit or card information. Once your registration is complete, you 

will receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via e-mail.  
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Offering Prayer 

 

Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of them 

an abundance, just as you do with our lives. We give back to you all that you have given 

us, for service in your name, in the strength of the risen Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray; 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with 

hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy 

Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

For April 26th: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $4096.50 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $445.00 

For May 3rd: 

General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $9304.75 

Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $517.91 
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