Trinity Lutheran Church — ELCA

612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin, Tel. (608) 269-5081
Office Email: office@tlcsparta.org Website: www.tlcsparta.org
First Sunday in Advent
December 3, 2023 - 9:00 a.m.

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta)
Our worship service will also be recorded
and will be available on our website www.tlcsparta.org

Order of Worship
Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
Ringing of the Bell
*Opening Hymn: There's a Voice in the Wilderness ELW 255
*Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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The Lighting of the Advent Candles
The candle of Hope:
Hear the word from the Prophet Jeremiah 31:31-33

31'The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out
of the land of Egypt — a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,
says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of
Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will
write it in their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall by my people.

The first candle is lit.

Today we light our first Advent Candle; the Candle of Hope. Centuries before
Jesus’ birth, the prophets proclaimed that God would bring about a new covenant
where God’s love and God’s law would be written in the peoples’ hearts. This new
covenant was fulfilled by the birth of Jesus, God’s only Son who writes his law of
love, forgiveness and peace within our hearts. As we prepare for the birth of our
Savior, let us put our hope in Jesus Christ and welcome him into our hearts.

Please join me in our Advent prayer:

Holy God, may our hearts be filled with the hope of the new covenant
of Jesus Christ. May Christ rule in our hearts as we await his coming.
Amen.

KYRIE:

In peace. let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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*Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful
protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep
us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Children’s Sermon

First Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9
A reading from Isaiah.
10 that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence—
2as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
4From ages past no one has heard,
no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait for him.
5You meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;
because you hid yourself we transgressed.
6We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7There is no one who calls on your name,
or attempts to take hold of you;
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for you have hidden your face from us,

and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father;

we are the clay, and you are our potter;

we are all the work of your hand.
9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD,

and do not remember iniquity forever.

Now consider, we are all your people.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned up on the cherubim.
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.
3Restore us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
40 LORD God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
5You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
7Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
the one you have made so strong for yourself.
18And so will we never turn away from you;
give us life, that we may call upon your name.
19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
A reading from 1 Corinthians.
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3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4] give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has
been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him,
in speech and knowledge of every kind—¢just as the testimony of Christ has been
strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel: Mark 13:24-37

*Gospel Acclamation
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.

This is the Holy Gospel according to Mark the 13t chapter
[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
25and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and
glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds,
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and
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puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these
things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you,
this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken
place. 3tHeaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the
time will come. 341t is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and
puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to
be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master
of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at
dawn, 3¢or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say
to you I say to all: Keep awake.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
Hymn of the Day: Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW 240

*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
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the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all who await God’s day of restoration.

Call your church into holy fellowship as we await the restoration of all things.
Reenergize your faithful people to live with hope and compassion, especially
those who serve as missionaries near and far. Center us on your promise to come
among us and make all things new. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

All creation signals your presence, O God: the vastness of the cosmos, the turn of
the seasons, and living things that both rest and flourish. Rekindle our
commitment to care for the earth. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Let the nations tremble at your holy presence, that justice and liberation prevail
in all corners of the earth. Restore peace to nations in conflict, teach
righteousness to corrupt leaders and systems, and bring stability to areas facing
uncertain futures. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Enrich the spirits of all who feel hopeless, fearful, or despairing. Stay close to
those who await healing or relief. Deliver all in any need. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Be with those who keep awake at night: nurses working overnight shifts,
caregivers of newborns and aging adults, stargazers, those who are anxious, or
those who are traveling. Reveal to all that the dark can be a place of calm and
comfort filled with your presence. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You have sent out your angels and gathered your faithful people from every time
and place, calling them into one fellowship of saints. Bless the witness of those
who dwell in your eternal presence. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Page 8

* Symbol indicates a time when the congregation stands



Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great
and everlasting mercy. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace
L: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you

Offering — “But you shall freely open your hand to him, and shall generously
lend him sufficient for his need in whatever he lacks” (Deuteronomy 15:8)

*Offertory: We Are an Offering ELW #692

*Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that
all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion

*Great Thanksgiving Page 152
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*Preface

*Holy, Holy, Holy Lord Page 153
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*Words of Institution

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Distribution of Communion:
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Distribution Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW 257

*Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the
hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and
to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

*Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.
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*Sending Hymn: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ELW 244

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

Attendance for Wednesday, November 22, 2023 — Thanksgiving Eve — 41
Attendance for Sunday, November 26, 2023 — 101

For November 19, 2023:
General fund giving, including Simply Giving, is $8336.57
Designated fund giving, including Simply Giving, is 308.86
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December 3, 2023

December 10, 2023

Assisting Minister: Brittany Peterson

Greeters: Bonnie & Dan Amundson

Greeters: Sharon Amundson

Reader: Joel Oppriecht

Reader: Pete Perkins

Communion: Michelle Hyatt-Doug
Dengel-Chuck Hogan

Communion: Gary Haskins and
Stacey Markuson

Music: Virginia Bolin

Music: Wyatt Tripp

Lighting of the Advent Candle:
Morrow Family

Lighting of the Advent Candle:
TBA

Coffee Fellowship:
Matt & Brittany Michalski

Coffee Fellowship:
Opportunity to serve

Flower Pick Up — Friday, Dec. 8:
Phil & Diane Dammen

Flower Pick Up — Friday, Dec. 15:
Phil & Diane Dammen

Pew Restocking — Month of Dec.:

Looking for a volunteer

Pew Restocking — Month of Dec.:
Looking for a volunteer

Money Counting — December 4:
Carol Glaman-Michelle Clark-
Kelly Funk

Money Counting — December 11:
Rita Bernette-Bill McClain-Alton Ask

Altar Team — Month of Dec.:
Mary Herrman & Cynthia Lockington

Altar Team — Month of Dec.:
Mary Herrman & Cynthia Lockington

Food Pantry:
Dec. 6: Les Stanley & Sheila Abbott

Food Pantry:
Dec. 13: Les Stanley, Sharon Nelson,
and Judy Bernett

Nursing Home Bulletin Delivery
December 8:

Morrow Home: Jonelle Intihar
Rolling Hills: Karen Wall

Nursing Home Bulletin Delivery
December 15:

Morrow Home: Larry & Lana Zwiefel
Rolling Hills: Jonelle Intihar
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