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Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 

612 N. Water Street, Sparta, Wisconsin  54656    Tel. (608) 269-5081  

Office Email:  office@tlcsparta.org   Website:  www.tlcsparta.org 

December 11, 2022 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

8:15 & 10:30 am (the 8:15 service is live-streamed) 

Live streaming on Facebook and YouTube (Trinity LutheranSparta) 

Our worship service will also be recorded and will be available on our website 

www.tlcsparta.org  
 

 

 
Order of Worship 

Prelude – Bell Choir Carols 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 

The Lighting of the Advent Candles 
 
Hymn:  Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (vs. 3)   #240 

mailto:office@tlcsparta.org
http://www.tlcsparta.org/
http://www.tlcsparta.org/
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3rd Advent Candle - Candle of Joy:  Tony, Christin, Gladden, Guthrie, & Greta 
Gasner 
 
Hear the word from the Prophet Isaiah:  12:1-6 
 
12 You will say on that day: 
“I will give thanks to you, O LORD, 
    for though you were angry with me, 
your anger turned away, 
    and you comforted me. 
2 Surely God is my salvation; 
    I will trust and will not be afraid, 
for the LORD[a] is my strength and my might; 
    he has become my salvation.” 
3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4 And you will say on 
that day: 
“Give thanks to the LORD; 
    call on his name; 
make known his deeds among the nations; 
    proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 
    let this be known in all the earth. 
6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal[b] Zion, 
    for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 
 
3 blue candles are lit from the altar candle 
 
We lit the candle of hope.  We lit the candle of peace.  Today we light the candle 
of joy.  The Gospel of Luke tells of the Shepherds’ great joy upon seeing the baby 
in the manger.  The prophet Isaiah prophesies joy, not only for the Shepherds but 
for all those who see God’s salvation.  As we draw near to God this Christmas, let 
us “shout aloud and sing for joy.”  The birth of our Messiah is a glorious thing. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+12%3A1-6&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-17903a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+12%3A1-6&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-17907b
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Please join me in our Advent Prayer: 
 
Grant, O Most Holy God, that the joy of Christ’s birth will fill our 
hearts and echo throughout the world.  On the day of His birth may all 
your children sing for joy.  Amen. 
 
*Opening Hymn:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel    #257 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our 
faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your 
way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Special Music:  Bell Choir 
 
First Gospel Reading:  Luke 1:26-38 
Today we will remain seated for the readings of the Gospel 
 
*Gospel Acclamation (spoken in unison) 
Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
 
This is the Holy Gospel according the Luke the first Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 
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him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 
the child to be born[c] will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with 
God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 146:5-10 
 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
  who keeps promises forever; 
 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 
  The LORD sets the captive free. 
 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those 
who are bowed down; 
  the LORD loves the righteous.  
 9The LORD cares for the stranger; 
  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the 
wicked. 
 10The LORD shall reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  
 

Second Gospel Reading:  Luke 1:39-56 
 
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud 
cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-38&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24921c
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me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb 
leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be[a] a 
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 
46 And Mary[b] said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47 

    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant. 
    Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed, 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name; 
50 indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has come to the aid of his child Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
56 And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her 
home. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.   
 
Sermon 
 
*Hymn:  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice     #288 
 
*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A39-56&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24931a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A39-56&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24932b
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.   
 
*Prayers of Intercession 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 
yearns for new hope. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global church to 
magnify your love and peace in every land. We pray for the work of the Lutheran 
World Federation and ELCA Global Mission. God, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have squandered and 
depleted. Make gardens flourish in cities and neighborhoods. Cleanse polluted air 
and water so living things may breathe, drink, and praise you. God, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. Deliver all 
who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations and peoples in 
conflict. Help us pray for our enemies. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress because of 
worry, illness, or loss. Strengthen and protect health care workers, rescue teams, 
crisis counselors, and all who risk themselves to keep others safe. God, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts as we 
gather with family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom this season is 
not happy. Console the grieving and surround them with loving support. God, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we 
pray.  Amen. 
 
*Sharing of the Peace 
 
Offering – “Honor the Lord from your wealth and from the first of all your 
produce; so your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats will overflow 
with new wine.  (Proverbs 3:9-10) 
 

Thank you for your continued support of Trinity’s ongoing mission to 
serve the people of God in our community and the world.  You may 
place your offering in the plate as it passes, you may also mail it in, 
leave it in the lockbox outside the main door, or use one of the 
electronic means available.  Scan the QR code to donate now to 
Trinity’s General Fund.  Thank you! 

 
*Offertory:  We Are an Offering       #692 
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*Offering Prayer 
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty 
ground.  Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us 
messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 
* The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
*Blessing 
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace 
of the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
*Sending Hymn:  Prepare the Royal Highway    #264 
 
*Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance for Sunday, December 4, 2022:  8:15 am – 86 and 10:30 am – 80 
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December 11, 2022 

8:15 a.m.: 
Greeters:  Connie Jerome                          
Ushers:  Alice Olson, Paul Amundson, & Chuck Amundson 
Music:  Adell Morton 
Altar Team:  Month of December:  Mary Herrman & Judy Bernett 
Coffee Fellowship:  Opportunity to serve 
Pew Restocking:  Month of December:  Linda Erickson 
Flower Pick Up:  Friday, December 16:  Phil & Diane Dammen 
Money Counters-Monday, Dec. 12: Carol Thorsen-Adell Morton-B. Degenhardt 
Food Pantry, December 14:  Julie Erickson and Karen Hernandez 
10:30 a.m.: 
Greeters:  Carol Thorsen                           Reader:   Ava Erickson 
Ushers:  Mark Baltz & Dan Amundson 
Music:   Adell Morton 
 

December 18, 2022 
 

8:15 a.m.: 
Greeters:  Larry & Nila Larson                       Reader:  Pete Perkins 
Ushers:  Alice Olson, Paul Amundson, & Chuck Amundson 
Music:   Adell Morton 
Altar Team:  Month of December:  Mary Herrman & Judy Bernett 
Coffee Fellowship:   Opportunity to serve 
Pew Restocking:  Month of December:  Linda Erickson 
Flower Pick Up:  Friday, December 23:  Phil & Diane Dammen 
Money Counters-Monday, December 19:  JoEllen Siver-Alice Olson- 
Gary Peterson 
Food Pantry, December 21:  Dennis & Carol Glaman 
10:30 a.m.: 
Greeters:  TBD    Reader:  Youth 
Ushers:  Mark Baltz & Dan Amundson 
Music:  Sunday School Christmas Program 


